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KISSINGER MEET ON PACT

NIXON,

_Haig to Join
Conference
In Florida

By Carroll Kiipatrick
Washington Post Staff Writer
KEY BISCAYNE, Fla,
Jan. 13—President Nixon
scheduled an early-morning
meeting and a later, longer
. meeting Sunday with Henry
A. Kissinger and Gen. Alex-
ander M. Haig Jr: for what
appearéd to be one of the
decisive conferences in the
long struggle to end Areri-
can involvement in the Viet-
nam war.

At the second meéeting the
President is expected to de-
cide whether he is prepared to
approve the document Kiss-
inger, his national security ad-
viser, worked on in Paris. this
week with North Vietnamese
Politburo member Le Duc Tho
and what steps should next

be taken in the effort. to
achieve a settlement. i

meetings suggested that he’
was being alerted for another
trip to Saigon to brief South’
Vietnamese President Nguyen
Van Thieu on the negotiations.

However, there was no offi-
cial'word on Haig’s plans and
no word on whether the Presi-
dent himself might decide to
meet with Thieu.

White House press secretary
Ronald L. Ziegler said there
are “no plans”. for the Presi-
dent to address the American
people before his inaugural
speech Saturday. But Ziegler
did not rule out the possibility
;that Mr. Nixon would have
'some Teport ou Vietnam be-
fore that time.

The North Vietnamese state-
ment _in Paris that progress

See PRESIDENT, A4, Col, 1
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had been made in this week’s
bargaining sessions and XKis-
singer's  airport departure
statement that the talks had
been useful were more optl,
mistic than the statements is-;
sued here. I

Ziegler said that the week’s|
meetings in 'Paris were “seri-
ols,” thus encouraging new

The presence of Haig in the

hope that progress - had heen|
made. Other than ‘that he| ‘

would not characterize the
negotiations. "

Before Kissinger returned toi
Paris last Sunday, Ziegler said |
that if both sides app1 oached
the meetings in a “serious”
manner a settlement could he
reached for a cease-fire in Inw
dochina and a return of Amer-
ican prisoners of war. - |

A High American official as-
serted, however, that no dgree-
ment had yet been initialed.
In the Kissinger-Tho negotia- |
tions in September and Octo-!
ber it had been tentatively
agreed that Kissinger would:
go to Hanoi to initial the docu-»
ment. At that time, it was be.:
lieved that Secretary of ‘State
William P. Rogers would then
go to Paris to sign the agree- ‘
ment, ‘ |

There was no information
available here on when or]
whether Kissinger would er-i
turn to Paris or go to Hanoi'
and none on the President’s:
schedule heyond Sunday.

While Ziegler was cautious
and restrained in what he said
—no doubt remembering the
high hopes engendered by op-
timistic statements by Kis-
singer and the President in
October and early November—
he made it clear that the talks
had not been broken off.

On the contrary, he said
that American and North Viet-

namese  technical k;xperfs-
would meet again in Paris

Monday, that Kissinger had’
returned “for consultations
with the President” and that
“both sides have agreed not to
comment on the discussions
while negotiations are still in
progress.”

Plans for today’s announce-
ments and for the Nixon-Kis-
singer-Haig meetings appeared

"to have been carefully orches-

trated.
From the available evi-
dence, ‘the schedule was

worked out well before Mr.
Nixon left Washington Friday
afternoon for what was de-
scribed as “two or three days”
in Florida to concentrate on
his inaugural address and
State of the Union message.

In a meeting with congres-
sional leaders last week, the
President was quoted as say-
ing he believed he would
know within a week after Kis-
singer and Tho resumed their
talks whether progress could
be made.

Despite Paris reports earlier
in the week of a frosty atmos-
phere at the bargaining table,
the sessions encouraged some
liope because each day’s meet-|
ing was lengthy. ‘

On Thursday, when the!
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{ technical experts

thev tahle with”
negotlators new
‘raised. :
After the President arrived
here Friday there was a flurry

the” principle
hopes were

from Paris that
being made,

Dt

fewyears as the President’s{
emissary, and he| is in better
standing with Thieu than is
Kissinger. \

Haig was in Pﬁ*vs with Kis-
smagx for the early December
bapgaining that resulted in a
brealkéup of the |sessions. On'
‘Dec: 17, he flew to Southeast |
Asia'to meet with Thieu and!
leaders in Cambodia, Laos and
Thailand.

Ziegler

was repeatedly,

askad for information 1ega1d—=

ing Kissinger’s and Haig’s fu-'
Lure sciredule but would glve
aone.

To qﬁestions‘ on the status
of the negotiations, Ziegler'

raplied: “I am not going to re-

s

appeared at ..

nouncement at tnhat hour—se-
veral hours before Kissinger
and Tho concluded their meet-
ing—was never explained.

announced that Haig was fly-
ing here from Washington to!
attend the meeting
President’s residence. . ’

uty,
was sworn in as vice chief of
staff of the
been at the White House on

eace
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Why. Ziegler made the an-

At a noon briefing, Ziegler

at the

Formerly Kissing=r’s dep-:
Haig earlier this month
Army. H~ hng
several occrsons ths week,
presumably for confere,nces on

Vietnam.

He has made-ne=arly a dozen
trips to Vietnamin the last

Talks

spond to any question that di-
rects itself to the negotiations.
We will not comment on the
talks ort he conduct of . the
talks while the negotiations
are in progress.”

Asked if there would be con-
sultations ‘with Thieu, Ziegler
said that throughout the nego-
i tiations “we have had ... dis
cussions  and consultatlons
- with South Vietnam. That has
been the case in the past and
will continue to be the case, of
course.”

} How these consultations will
‘be carried out, he would not

say, but it was believed here

‘that they would involve more’

than consultation by cable.

1913



