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Military
Accord
Reached

By Kingsbury Smith
European Director and Chief

Fereign Writer,
The Hearst Newspapers

PARIS — The United
States and North Viet-
nam have reached virtual
agreement on the mili-
tary principles of a Viet-
nam cease-fire.

This was learned exclu-
sively today as Henry Kis-
singer prepared to fly back
to Washington tonight to re-
port to President Nixon.

The new pact embodies
nearly all the principal
terms of the agreement Kis-
singer: negotiated with Le
Duc Tho last October.

Substantial progress was
reported to have been made

~ on military matters pertain-

ing to the implemeéntation of
a -ceasefire, with North
Vietnam making some con-

cessions on the size and mo-,

bility of the proposed Inter-

national Commission of Con-

trol and Supervision.,

However, the political as-
pects of a peace settlement
still remain unsolved and
this:could endanger the con-
clusion of an agreement un-
less some compromise is
reached. .

The American and North
Vietnamese negotiators
have. been concentrating on
the problems concerning im-
plementation of a cease-fire.

Because of tiie difficult
and delicate nature of the
unresolved political issues.
they were put ox the hack
burner pending the efforts to
sol.\ge the cease-fire prob-
lems.

Some of the latter, such as

the fuutre status of the De-

militari_zed Zone, involve po-
~Turn to Page 4, Col. 4

‘ JAN 13 1973
NEW .GAIN IN ‘ PARIS TALE{ litical considerations. If an

—From Page 1

understanding can  ble
cease-fire will apply to
DMZ, the political aspects of
that issue may disappear.

Basic Issue

One of the fundamental
political issues that. still r
mains to be settled concer
the authority and operation-
al levels of the propose
Council of National Reconci-
lation and Concord which is
supposed to promote the i
plementation of the peac
agreement and organize new
elections. )

The South Vietnamese del-
egation to the Paris peac
talks has served notice th
the Saigon government will
not join with the Viet Con
in organizing new election
in the south as long as300,-
000 North Vietnamese troop
remain:in South Vietnam.

An indication of the inten
ity of"the negotiations wa
the fact that today’s meetin
between Henry Kissinge

and Le Duc Tho, and their

advisers, started at 9:3
a.m., the earliest they have
commenced any of their ses+
sions. Yesterday’s meeting
which lasted just over six
hours, was one of the longest
they have ever held.
~ Atmosphere

- The'icy atmosphere whieh
prevailed at the beginning of
the resumed talks this week
also has disappeared. The
negotiators appear more re-
laxed, with both Kissinger
and Le Duc Tho smiling for]
photographers and newsmen
as they enter and leave the
meetings. However, they do
so separetely and are still
avoiding any show ‘of cor-
diality together, such asthe
smiles and handshakes that
marked the November and
December negotiating
rounds. v
It is still considered doubt-

ful that an agreement can
be finalized before President

Nixon’s second term inaugu-.

ration next Saturday. There
is even talk of the possible
necessity of another round
of negotiations after a re-
cess to give both Washington
and Hanoi an opportunity to
study the results of this
round. . - .

If it should. be decided to
have a recess, there might
be an announcement next
week of an interim agree-
ment on the terms of a

cease-fire, or at least a re- .

port of progress.

South Vietnamese sources

in Paris confirmed reports
that Hanoi has made some
concessions. on the proposed
International Centrol Com-
mission. The North Viet-
namese have now indicated
a willingness to have the
commission composed of be-
tween 2000 and 3000 observ-
ers, with their own transpor-
tation and some, though not
complete, freedom of move-
ment. i

Control Commission

At almost the very end of
the December talks, when a
deadlock had already been
reached on other issues, Le
Duc Tho demanded that
there should be no more
than 250 observers, nearly
half of whom would be re-
stricted to their headquar-
ters, and with no freedom of
movement for any of them.
- He .insisted that the ob-
server force should have no
transportation or communi-
cations- of its own, and
should move only with es-
corts from the side that was
being investigated for re-
ported violations of the
cease - fire agreement. In
other words, Hanoi wanted
the International Control
Commission to be virtually
ineffectual.

On the resumption of the
talks this week, Kissinger
made it clear that the Unit-
ed States would not accept a
cease - fire agreement that
did not provide for some
reasonably effective interna-
tional supervision.- The
American government had
wanted at least 5000 foreign
ohservers. It.now looks as
though there may be a com-
promise on about 2500
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