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WASHINGTON, Jan. 11—
William P. Clements Jr., nom-|
nated: by President Nixon to|
e Degpty Secretary of Defense,
said today he would not rule
»ut' the use of nuclear weapons
yver North Vietnam.

At a Senate hearing on his
confirmation, the Dallas busi-
igwas asked by Senator

© Hughes, . Democrat
‘about a resumption of
bombmg if the peace negotia-
tions in Paris should break
dowi..

“Would you recommend the
use of nuclear weapons, over
North Vietnam if no agreément

is reached?” the Senator asked.|

“I would have to study the
answer to that,” Mr. Clements
answered. “I would not say I
either would not or would.”

Senator Hughes pressed the
issue, asking him if he could
eliminate the use of nuclear
weapons “in your ow ind.”

“No sir,” Mr. Clem re-
plied. “I would not ehmmate
it. That is not to say I'would
be in favor of it either.”

Later, ~ Senator  Hughes
brought the subject up .again
for - clarification, saying there
was a distinction betw,
of conventional and
weapons.

“Is there a line we should
not cross? the Senator asked.

‘Sensitive Area’

Mr. Clements replied that it
was “a very sensitive area.”
“l don’t want to get into

that at this time. I recognize a|
difference. There’s an awful|

difference,” he said.

He said that the use of nu-
clear weapons depended on a
time frame,” on where, when
and lagainst who they were
to be used. . '

i . can’t answer’ that ” he
said.

Senator Hughes asked Mr.
Clements, if the President
should recommend nuclear
bgmbmg “would you support
lt 3

“I'd either support the Pres-
ident or if I didn’t I'd be on
my way back to Dallas.”
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t|where he was testifying, by

In a discussion of the: bg&vy
December bombing rai s““v‘ver
North Vietnamese gities,  Mr.
Clements startled the Sena
Armed Services (omn

saying that, Adm. Thomas H.
Moorer, chairman of| the Joint|
Chiefs of Staff, had suggested
the heavy bombmg 4s “a con-
tingency plan.”
“Moorer was consylted,” Mr;
Clements said. “He did under-
stand the whole operation.
“Admiral  Moorer  helped
makerthe plan for the Dec. 18
bombing.”
Dec.. 18 was the| date ‘the
heavy raids began following a
breakdown of the p=ace talks
in Paris.

Lapse Held Poss ble

Aside from Senator Hughes’s
, the ‘committee
‘seemed ready to ac-
ceptib nominations
»|commend them for full’
approval

be opposed on the floor
by Senator'Hughes who said he
believed thatyiall* of Presi

Nixon’s appomtments shauld be

held up to force an end |to-the
War. " w‘

Sehator Thomas J. Mclntyre,
Democrat of New Hampshire,
1ssued a statement saying he,
“may have to vote against thel
confirmation” of Mr. Richard-|
son unless there are clear signs|
that . the “savage bombing Ofl
innocents” will. not. resume 11'
the peace talks fail,

MrsClements added, “In my.

new capacity, I may have said|
something I shouldn’t have said,

but I don’t think s6”

; ments’s private financial affairs.

industry called SEDCPD, Inc.
|mittee finished questfoning El-

{Health, Education an

Senator John C. Stennis,
Democrat of Mississippi who is
the committee chan'man, <sa1d
“It was inferred to
mittee that the Presi
unilaterally” in ord|
bombing. X

The committee said i
resume the hearing o
ments tomorrow. Thi
executive session after today's
hearing to go over| Mr. Cle-

He is the chairman of a Dallas
construction company in the oil

‘Earlier in the day.|the com-
liott L. Richardson, Secretary of
who has been designa

President as the new
of Defense.
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