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Nixon's self-made fr trap

WASHINGTON—<Even after all the
hitter criticism of President Nixon’s
decision to bomb Hanoi during . the
Christmas holidays there is still g fun-
damental philosophic difference here

over both the bomblng and the criti-

cism.

The administration ig 'defendmg its
right to bomb the North Vietnamese
back to the negotiating table without

consulting the Congress or .explaining
why the heaviest bombing of the war * -
was used, not for military but for dip-.

lomatic purposes.
Just as strongly Mike Mansfield, the

majority leader inthe Senate, is chal— ’

lenging this right in public, and though
he reported to the President privately
the strong resentment in Congress
agamst the unexplained bombing, they
did not discuss, let alone resolve, the

basie problern of consulting on such

questions in the future.

Nixon seems confused

Even Nixon seems confused in his
own mind about the obligations of the
President and of the Congress and the
people at a time of difficult decisions.

For example, in a discussion of his

philosophy during the presidential
campaign on Oct. 21 last year, he
said: ““A leader must be willing to

take unpopular stands when they are .

necessary. .and when he does find
it necessary to take an unpopular
stand, he has an obligation to explain
it to the people, solicit their support,
and win their approva] ”

This, of course, is precisely what the
Congress_expected on the bombing de-
cision and precisely what the people

| also have this kind of background.

POls

d Iixon. )
JAN 1. i 973

James Resfoh_

did not get. And the reason for |this
‘may be that, on other occasions, Nixon
has taken a qulte different position [and
suggested that the leaders of the coun-
try have an obligation to support him
when he makegs. a hard decision,
Just five days before the President

plain his hard decisions, he told |the
families of the POWs that the hardest
decision of his Pre51dency was |the

the North Vietnamese harbors.

Oct. 16 observation

“It is often said,” he observed| on
Oct 167‘that when a President makes
a hard decision, the so-called op1 ion

{leaders of this country can be cou ted

upon to stand be51de him regardless of
party..

“Who are the opinion leaders?

they are supposed to be the leader of
the media, the great editors and ;
lishers and television commenta OI'S’
and the rest. They are supposed to| be
the presidents of our universities, and
the professors and the rest, those who
have the educational background to un-
derstand the importance of great deci-
sions and the necessity to stand by the
president of the United States when| he
makes a terribly difficult, potentially
unpopular decision. They are supposed
to be some of Gur top businessmen who

““Let me tell you that when that deci-
sion was made there was precious [lit-
tle support from any of the so-called
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opinion leaders of this country who I
have just described.”
This comes nearer to the ‘official at-

" titude now: When the President acts,

with or without consultation or explan-
ation, he should be supportéd; regard-
less of conflicting judgments'or even
the dictates of conscience, @dnd these
who reject this view of* Democratlc
government are somehow regarded as
unworthy.

Heart of contention

It is this attitude of mind, this as-
sumption that the President may bomb
as he pléases, that the Congress and
the people should support him or take
responsibility for prolonging the war,
that is at the heart of the contention
in Washington today.

And it is serious and even danger-
ous, for the President now apparently
feels that he is the innocent party and
that he is being trapped between the
enemy and a Congress interfering with
And

that he did not provoke t
and evidently sees no contra
tween his-practices and his, proclauned
principles.

“Above all,” he said in his philo-
sophic talk last Oct. 21, “this is the
land where an alien paternalism has
no place at all—because we deeply be-
lieve in a system that derives its pow-
er from the consent of the governed.

“All of my life I have had faith in
the ultimate wisdom of the people, and
in the values of fairness and respect
and compassion that spring from with-
in the American spirit. As President, I

_shall never break that faith.”
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