'Stupidity and Laxif?’

B-52 Flyer's Bitter Co

Washington

B-52 bomber crews raid-
ing Hanoi have been sub-
jected to unnecessary risks
because of “the stupidity
and laxity of the Strategic
Air Command,” according
to a copy of a letter ob-

tained by the Los Angeles .

Times.

The letter, written by a
B-52 flyer, complained that
B-52s hit the same target on
three successive nights and
followed identical routés to
and from the target.

“Because of these fail-
ings,” the flyer wrote, “the
aircraft directly in front of
us- was shot down.”

SENATORS
The flyer’s letter was sent
to Senator Charles Mathias
Jr.. (Rep-Md.) Mathias sent
copies to Senator John C.
Stennis (D-Miss.), chairman

-has

of the Senate Armed Serv-
ices Committee and other
Committee members after
deleting the flyer’s name.

, Mathias’ office confirmed
the authenticity of the letter
obtained by the TIimes.

In a covering letter to
Stennis, Mathias called the
flyer’s charges “a disturb-
ing situation” and said if

they did occur, “they de- -

serve, in my view, further
investigation.”

Mathias said further:

“As you know, there have
been reports in the press
that a number of Strategic
Alr command vpilots and
crew have been captured. It
been suggested that
their capture has compro-
mised the effectiveness of
the SAC portion of our nucle-
ar deterrent. These reports
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presume that the crew mem-
bers have informatipn about
targeting of the |Soviet Union
and China, evasion tactics,
attack routes. and other re-
lated matters which might
now ke in possession of the
enemy.”’

LETTER

The letter to Mathias from
the B-52 flyer hegan this
way:

“I may be dead, Sir, by
the time that you get this
letter — as much because of
the stupidity and the laxity
of the Strategic Air Com-
mand in the planning of the
saturation bombing missions
over Hanoi as for any other
reason.”’

In discussing| the B-52
ruids on the identical target
for three successive nights,
the ilyer wrote:

“On the first| night, the
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Piorth did not know our path
and the majoritv of the
SAMSs tantiaircraft missiles)
fired at us were in the vicin-
ity of the target. By the
third night, however, having
used the same exit three
nights in a row, the North
not only knew our tactics,
but they also knew the
route.

“Prior to the flight on the
third night, we were briefed
that a new (missile) site had
been erected directly along
our target exit route. The
cxit route was not changed.
.. I cannot explain the fail-
ure to change the mission.
However, it suggests to me
a tlotal lack of comprehen-
sion on the part of the Stra-
taric Air Command.”

The [lyer alse complained
that the B-52s raiding Hanoi
were net protected by tight-
er escorts.
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