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As the talks

What has bombing

NEW YORK — Dr. Kissinger is off to
Paris again, and if he is genuinely in search
of a compromise settlement of the war. rath-
er than a negotiated victory, everyone must
wish him well. But what, it is fair to ask,
has been gained since he and President Nix-
on broke off the talks in mid-December and
launched tne massive carpet-bombing of Ha-

«-Perhaps North Vietnam really w111
at last, or perhaps Moscow and Peking are
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'so ‘anxious for trade and good relations with
the United States that they will push their
dependent ally into settlement. On the other
hand, perhaps North Vietnamese defiance
and antiaircraft weaponry have finally con-
vinced Washington that aerial attack on
North Vietnam cannot win the war in South
Vietnam.

L.If.any of that is true, some kind of
peace can be speedily had. But nothing in
the history of the war makes it likely that
Hanoi will submit, either to the B52s or the
urgings of its allies. Nor has there been the
faintest hint from Washington that its faith
in its military might has finally wilted.

Thesovereignty issue

. Instead, as Dr. Kissinger and Le Duc
Tho prepare once again to confront each
othier, the best available evidence suggests
that at least the sovereignty issue still
stands between them as a major barrier to
peace. If it had been resolved, or if it had
not,been a primary problem in December, it
is unlikely that Pham Dang Lam, the South
Vietnamese delegate to the Paris confer-
ence, would have said so pointedly at Thurs-
days meeting that peace could come “only

if North Vietnam and South Vietnam respect

each other’s territorial integrity and sover-
elgnty " Nor would President Thieu be send-
ing a high-level lobbying mission to Wash-
ingfon to support his stand to a wavering
Congress.

The central question

If the sovereignty issue remains, then
the central question still is what it appeared
to'be in December — will Nixon agree with
Hamoito sign a settlement Thieu will not
accept but instead denounces as one that
means the destruction of his country? After
mamtammg the war for four years, precise-
ly to give the Saigon regime ‘“‘a chance” to
survive, will Nizxon take a step now that
would almost surely mean its rapid dissolu-

tion?:'
Hxs own cryptic remark to congression-
al leaders — that he would insist on a ‘“‘pro-
per kind of settlement” — does not encour-
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