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House GOP

OKs Nixon

War Policy

S T e e P

But No Vote
On Bombing

Examiner News Services

WASHINGTON —
House Republicans yes-
terday endorsed Presi-
dent Nixon’s efforts to
end the war and declined
to take a position on the
bombing of North Viet-
nam bhut anti-war leaders
claimed there was enough
opposition to insure the
success of a bi-partisan
push to cut off funds for
the war in Indochina.

H
The White House dis-

agreed.

Both sides — supporters
and opponents of Nixon’s
war policies - claimed suc-
cess after a 2la-hour caucus
of the House Republican
Conterence  which was
charged with heated debate
over the war.

The caucus adopted a re-
solution by Rep. William S.
Mailliard (R-San Francisco-
Marin), which supported
Nixon’s moves to end the
war.

It -said the Republican
Conference “fully supports
the efforts of the President
now again under way to end,
as a matter of highest prior-
ity, the conflict in Indochina
through a negotiated settle-
ment which will affect the
safe withdrawal of all Amer-
ican forces, the return of all
U.S. POWs and an account-
ing of those missing in ac-
tion.”

But there was considera-
ble grumbling that it might
be interpreted as support for
the bombing.

And seven or eight GOP
House members — depend-
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ing on who did the counting
in the closed-door meeting
— were upset enough at the

massive air raids tc vote -

against it.

Rep. John B. Anderson of
Illinois, chairm:an of the
House Republican . Confer-
ence who presid@d over the
meeting; said |afterwards
that the vote was 135-7. How-
ever, an announcement just
after the vote rleported the
score was 127-8. |

And eight GOP members
who attended the meeting —
or their aides — told a news-
man they voted against the
Mailliard resolution.

Opposed Bombing

Some others who favored
it said privately they op-
posed last month’s heavy
bombing raids against North
Vietnam but did not feel
they could oppose the resolu-
tion because it supports ne-
gotiations.

The eight who were re-
ported voting no were
Charles A. Mosher of Ohio,
.Gilbert Gude of Maryland,
Margaret M. Heckler of
Massachusetts, William B.
Widnall of New Jersey, Ed-
ward G. Biester Jr. of Penn-
sylvania, Stewart |B. McKin-
ney of Connecticut, Bill
Frenzel of Minnesota and
Paul N. McCloskey Jr. of

. San Mateo and Santa Clara

counties.

The caucus beat back an
attempt by - McCloskey to
call for an immediate with-
drawal of U.S. forces from
Indochina pending release of
American war prisoners and
to end aerial and naval bom-
bardment of North Vietnam
‘“‘save by prior approval of
Congress.”

Happy With Qutcome

Despite his failure to get a
vole. McCloskey was happy
+ith the outcome of the cau-
cus. 1 was - tremendously

encouraged,” he said after
the caucus avoided voting on
his motion by adjourning in-
stead.

The adjournment vote was
91 to 43. :

““That’s highly significant
because it indicates a sub-
stantial minorityopposes
the bombing,” MecCloskay
said.

“It shows that in the Re- |
publican membership in the
House, at least a third are
prepared to vote to end the
bombing. . . It is a clear sig-
nal to the President and to
Hanoi that the Congress of
the United States does mnot
support the bombing.”

Demo Vote 154-75 |

On Tuesday, House Demo-
crats voted 154 to 75 in cau-
cus to support cutling off
war funds. The Senate Dem-

-ocratic caucus on Thursday.
also. voted — by a three to
one margin — to cut off:
funds.

Assuming the Democrats
and the 43 Republicans who
opposed adjournment today
without debating the bomb-
ing hold the line if it comes
to a vote in the House, that
would insure the success of |
a funds cutoff move. i

But a White House official '
noted that the 75 Democratic |
votes added to the 135 Re- .
publican votes comes just
short of the 218 votes needed |
for House majority and add- |
ed that 50 Republicans were '
absent from yesterda v’s
meeting.

With some of the absen-
tees’ votes, the official said,
it is clear the number of
House members supporting
the President “‘is well in ex-
cess of the number needed.”

Rep. Gerald R. Ford of
Michigan, House Republican
leader, called the caucus’s
action “a clear indication of
strong support for the Presi-
dent.” and the White House
agreed. '




