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PARIS, Jan. 6—Hanoi’s Le Due Tho arrived herre to-
day to resume private peace talks with U.S. negotiator
Henry A. Kissinger and warned that the American bomb-
ing north of the 20th Parallel, which was halted Dec. 30,
had made negotiations even more difficult than before.

In an uncharacteristically tough statement at the alr

port, the usually mild-spoken 1

Politburo member noted that
the secret talks would resume
Monday and said, “Now the
decisive moment has come.”
[President Nixon and Xis-
singer met privately Saturday
at Camp David for a review of
the U.S. position on Vietnam.]
Tho explained that now was
the time “either to settle rap-
jdly the Vietnam problem
peacefully and sign the agreed

accord or to continue the|

war.”

Symptomatlc of the state-
ment’s hard line was his warn-
ing that if the United States
obstinately keeps demandmg
“unreasonable modifications in
the substance and principle of
the accord, then the
namese people, hardened by

-edecades of fighting, are‘deter-
mined not to give wayito any
‘pressure or threat.”

In such circumstances, he
continued, the Vietnamese
people ‘would continue “with
perseverance their resistance
against American aggression
and for national salvation, un-
til they conquer their funda-
mental mnational rights and
real independence and peace.”

Much of Le Duc Tho’s five-
page statement was a reitera-
tion of well-known North Viet-
namese “condemnation of the
United 'States for allegedly!
causing the breakdown of the
secret talks on Dec. 13 and for
the subsequent bombing.

- Tho confirmed, however,
that at the time of the break-
down there were no more than
a few questions still pending.

In the statement he did not|
identify the remaining prob-j
lems and declined to answer
any questions when he arrived
-aboard.a special Soviet Aero-
'flot jetliner from Moscow.

In keeping with standard
North - Vietnamese practice,
Tho coupled his condemnation
+ of American policy with assur-
(:ances‘ ‘that he returned to

Viet-|

the Vietnamese problem with

will.” Perhaps

and other phrases throughout
the - statement had been cor-
rected by hand.

If the U.S. side had had

ment said, the' 'Vletnam ques-
tion Would have been settled
peacefully and rapidly.

As Tho was speaking at Le
Bourget airport, U.S. and
North Vietnamese technical
experts met for the fifth con-
secutive day to iron out de-

tails of the cease-fire agrees|

ment. However, their work is
considered secondary to the
extent that it does not touch
on the still unresolved gques-
tions of substance, but rather
‘on problems which would
have to be settled in any
agreement.

i Much of the Tho statement
Iwas devoted to a vigorous con-
' demnation of the bombing "of
' Haiphong and Hanoi. He ex-
.pressed the “limitless indigna-
tion of the entire Vietnamese
‘nation in the name of our

rmakeé diiother effort to settle|

“a seriols attitude and. good-|
significantly,!
the original text said ‘Tho was|
here for a final effort, but this|

good will and adopted a seri-;
ous attitude as did the North
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compatriots who are living
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and fighting and of |[those as-
" .| sassinated during the recent

‘American bombing.” |-

He described the bomi:ung'

as “the most barbaric, the
most inhuinan ever known in
the history of war:” But he in-
sisted that “these *demented
acts of war” had backfired if
the United States thought it
could "thus “bring the Viet-
namese people to their knees
and oblige them to accept U.S.
conditions in- the negotia-
tions.” )
" “The United States was
badly mistakes in its calcula-
tions and suffered a very
heavy defeat,” he noted in de-
scribing American | aircraft
losses. “These criminal acts
provoked the most |energetic
condemnation of the world’s
people, including those of the
United States,” he said, and
they had made the negotia-
tions even more difficult.

He said that the cessation of
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bombing north of the 20th
Parallel, the resumption of
techmcal experts’ talks and
the private talks Monday were
“a wctory for the Vietnamese
people in its just fight and a
vietory of peace loving peo-
ples in the world in their en-
ergetlc condemnahon of U.S.
crimes.”

Tho also reiterated earlier
North Vietnamese criticism of
stepped-up American military
shipments to Saigon, the al-
leged dispatching of thousands
of military advisers disguised
as civilians and South Viet-
nam’s repression against pris-
oners. )

He also repeated North Viet-
namese denunciation of the
United. States for having re-
vealed the substance of the
private talks, an allusion to
Kissinger’s Dec 16 news con-
ference which followed the
breakdown of the negotiations
and preceded the bombing.
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