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In their bamboo prison
-cages deep in the jungles
.af South Vietnam, the
four men were given pen
and paper. They scratched
Jbrief messages of greet-
ings to their loved ones.

On Wednesday these gdet-
ters were mailed special de-

. livery in New York City.

And the postman would
‘bring to four more Ameri-
can families the news that
for many, many months they
had hardly ailowed them-
selves to believe: their men
. were still alive.

“God bless you! Oh, God
bless you!” exclaimed Mrs.
Virgil O’Connor when she
tearned at home in Warren,
Mich., that a letter from her
.son Michael was on the way.

OFFICER

He was a U. 8. Army war-
rant officer when shot down
in his helicopter on Feb. 4,

<1968, during the Tet offen-

sive battle for Hue.

* Two months later a ve-
leased prisoner reported
zeeing him alive. But inthe

- five years since then, the

“O’Connors had heard noth-

~ing about him. He is now 25.
Now a ten-line letter is on

the - way, brought back to
America by an American
delegation that visited Hanoi
during the Christmas holi-
_day. - :

. Mrs. Orvis Parsells of Sar-

" asota, Fla., wag unbeliéving
. when she heard that a letter

from her 27-year-old son

 John would be arriving soon.

“I'm hoping and praying

. youw're telling the truth,” she
. said. “John was shot down
in his helicopter on Feb. §,

1970.”
“The Pentagon told us he
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was a prisoner of war. Ap-
parently his name was
broadcast once over Radio
Hanoi, but this will be the
first word from him.”

John Parsells is a U. S.
Army captian, a graduate of
Southeast High School in
Bradenton, Fla.

LETTER

Another letter was from
Jose Manuel Astorga of San
Diego, Calif. His mother was
not at home Thursday, but
neighbors sald he was shot
down May 1, 1972, and his
mother had been advised by
the Pentagon that he is
alive.

The fourth letter was from
Bruce Raymond Archer to
his relatives in Pensacola,
Fla. v

The four letters from pris-
oners in the South were
among 600 brought back
from Hanoi by the Commit-
tee of Liaison with Familieg
of American Prisoners of
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than a score of them have
written 1o relatives.

Both Mrs. O ¢Connor and
Mrs. Parsells said they have
frequently mailed food
packages but that these
were always returned. Their
letters did not come back
but the women did not know
whether the packages had
been delivered.
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