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PARIS, Jan. 4—The dead-|
locked formal peace' con-
ference resumed here to-
day, but basic Hanoi-Saigon
differences over South Viet-
namese sovereignty provid-
ed little encouragement for
the rapid conclusion of a
cease-fire agreement when
the private Kissinger-Tho
talks resume Monday.

American ambassador Wil-
liam Porter set a cautious
tone at today’s 172d session,
the first held since Dec. 21,
,When the Communist dele-
gates walked out in protest
against bombing of Han01 and
Haiphong. . :
" Addressing the nearly five-
year-old conference for proba-
bly the .last time before be-
cominsg the number three man
in-the State Department, Por-
ter said: “I am not inclined at
all to underestimate the prob-
blems which .exist’ and which!
will face, us st111 for. some
time.”

Illustratwe of these dlfﬁcul-
1 ties were-the rival Vietnamese
'views of. South - Vletnamese
sovereignty, beheved one of|
the major obstaeles responsi- | -
ble for the Dec. 13, breakdown | |
in secret talks. between Henry, |

|

||that “the United States is pre-

;| signed.”

| pied Saturday had been

i But both North Vietnamese
and Vletcong diplomats de-
nounced ‘these demands as
“extremely absurd” and de-
signed to “perpetuate the divi-
sion of Vietnam” in separate
states. They argue that the
DMZ set up by the 1954 Ge-
neva accord was simply a
provisional military demarca-
tion line.

“Vietnam is one, and the Vi-
etnamese nation is one,” main-
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tamed both the Vietcong and -
North Vietnamese press
spokesman, noting that  the
draft -cease-fire accord pub
lished last October had won,
American reccgnition of this:

" | point. ;
Amemcan effortw to change %

this clguse’in the draft accord,
Vleteong préss spokesman
Tran Van“Tu charged, meant

paring all the bases to sabo-
tage the accords once they are

American and North Vlet
namese technical experts’{%go
met today for the third” |
secutive day in a record seven
hour and 40 minute sesswni
They are working on problems|
—apparently with emphasis:
on details governing an inter- |
national cease-fire supervisory
commission—which must- be
included in any agreement
Another meeting was sched-
uled for Friday.

But the Communist diplo-
mats strenuously objected to
suggestxons by U.S. press
spokesman David Lambertson
that the technical talks were
just the kind of “serious nego-
tiations” the White House.im-

promised in return -for the
bombing halt north of the 20th
parallel

Klssmger and. Hanm s Le Due '
Tho. - :

In the view oﬂ Salgon am-:
bassador-,Pham ;. Pang - Lam;
“The Hanoi authomtles cannot
fail to acknowledge that there™
are two distinct "states of Viet-:
'nam, both 1nternatlonally rec-
ognized, each hz@wng its owuI
political-regime ‘and exereis—
ing its soverexgnty on its oWn,
territory, as is the case of the|
two Germanys and two  Ko-'
reas.”

Especially annoying to the
Communists were Porter’s’ for-
“mal remarks that “it is not a
time - for rancor or propa-
ganda” and “my purpose today
is not to review this record (of
negotlatlons) much less to as-
sign blame.”

Hanoi’'s deputy "delegate
Nguyer -Minh Vy gaid- after
the meetinig that “while B-52s
continue “carpet bombing on
my country’s terzitory, provok-
ing mourning and devastation,

That view 1mp11ed «wrth—,
.drawal of North Vietnamese-
troops from South Vietnam
and the maintenance of the
Demilitarized Zone as a de -
facto politieal frontier separat-
ing the two Vietnams pending
eventual reunification.

today at this conference 'the

| Serious Negotiation

'it grants full latitude to the:

Amerlcan delegate tells "us
this is not the moment for ran-
cor, but it is the moment to
heal wounds. ~

t

“While the American side
speaks of serlous negot1at1Aon ‘

i

delegate of the Thieu adminis-
tration to rehash unreasonable
demands aimed at torpedoing
the negotiations.”

Denouncing the bombing
north of the 20th parallel as
“a mad escalation without pre-
cedent,” Hanoi press spokes-
man Nguyen Thanh Le ridi-'

culed the ‘United' States’ pro-
claimed interest-in peace. -

“Now only acts ‘constitute|
the criteria” he said “to meas-!
ure the sincerity of the Nixon
administration.” He added
[ “Until today there-has been
‘no sign showing that the
'Nixon administration wants
peace.”

Indeed, the only sign of
Communist willingness to
compromise was an ambiguous
statement by Le about the se-
cret talks between Nov. 20 and
Dec. 13. He said, “We firmly.
maintained our  positions,
which allowed the settlement

of a certain number of ques-
tions, while a certain number
of other ‘questions re-mained
.unsolved.”

However, since he prefaced
that remark by reiterating ear-
lier charges that the United
States had sought 126 changes
of “principle or substance”
during that period, he sesffied.
to suggest that whenever prob-
lems were solved it was® the
cause the United States had
abandoned its demands. ° i

Meanwhile, it - was. an-
nounced that Tho was §ched-
| uled to arrive here from Mos- !
COW Saturday morning. o




