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Four U.S. P
Tell of Dameage

By Jean Leclerc du Sablon

Agence France-Presse
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Haunei ’
Four captured American airmen saiq hgre
yesterday that they had seen devastated civilian
areas of Hanoi which could not have been dg—
stroyed by falling North Vietnamese missile d’&s
Dris, a possibility cited in Washington.
The four., who were captured since the Tes
suniption 6 ‘mass bombing of the north on De-
cember 18, said they had been shocked at the
destruction they had seen during a tour of the
areas and were surprised not to have seen any
military targets. ‘ ~
They said the only reasons they could thmk
of for the bombing of the civillan areas Were
panic by bomber pilots as they ﬂe:w over Hano;,:
“one of the best-defended areas in the world,
~ and bad intelligence reports. 2
The airmen were presented to foreign re-
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at being told that the U.8" bombs.” He said he had
Defense Department hadde- seen bomb craters every-
scribed as propaganda the where.

destruction had been a
“complete shock™ and had
“extremely
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sporters at Hanoi's Interna-
ddonal Club by North Viet-
namese officials.

They were identified as
Lieutenant Colonel William
‘Walter Conlee, Major Carl
Herbert Jefcoat, Lieuten-
~ant Paul Louis Granger and
Lieutenant Colonel John
Harry Yuill. Three of them

. were B-52 crewmen.

"They said they had been
picked at random to meet
the press, and they an-
swered the questions of this
reporter without hesitation.

“They expressed surprise

Hanoi region and that the in-
telligence veport they car-
ried with them were “poor.”

At the end of the meeting

reports of hombing of civil-
ian zones by U.S. planes.
SITES
Jefcoat said he and the
other three had visited the
site of the bomb-razed Bach
Mali hospital and the devas-
tated quarters of Kham Tien
in central Hanoi and Mai
Huong in the southern part
o: the city, where bombs de-
stroyed a secondary school
attended by 2000 children.
*“There i$ no doubt in my
mind,” he -said. “These
areas were definitely hit by

He added thal it was also

clear that the Bach Mai hos-
pital had been bombed not
just once, but several times.
He ruled out the possibili-
ty that these areas had only
been hit by stray bombs.

. STREETS

“We saw complete streets

which had been leveled,”
Granger said.
Asked how they felt during

their tour of the bombed -~

areas. Conlee said he had
fell. “very sick at heart.”
Jefcoat said the sight of

surprised hecause we could
see no military largets™ in
the areas.

Yuill said that during their
pre-mission briefings they
had been teld they were only
going to bomb military tar-
gets.

DAMAGE
The damage they had seen

_in Hanoi was *““incomprehen-

sible.” he said.

Jefcoat suggested that the
American bomber pilots
were “‘scared’ as they flew
over the heavily defended

of the airmen with the press,
Jefcoat. called on *“our lead-
ers” to reach & peaceful set-
tlement of the war as quick-
ly as possible and noted that
continued bombing of the
north could only strengthen
the determination and feel-
ing, of unity among the
North Vietnamese.

Finally, Granger deplored
the fact there had been “so
many innocent vietims” asa
resull of the American
bombing since December 18.



