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The French governmen!
was deliberately silent over
the past days of bombing,

using its influence behind

the scenes tu try o get the
stalled Paris peace talks
going again. But E’ox'e{rgn
Minister Maurice Schb b
mann, said after the Wuash-
ington announcemerit .
“Hope is reborn. 1 am be-
ginning to “think that our
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federal press office greeted

the Washington announce-

ment “with relief.” -
‘Encouraging’ :

Prime  Minister Oloft
Palme of Sweden, one of the
most outspoken European
critics of U.S. war effort in
Vietnam, called the bombing
halt “a very encouraging
step in the right direction.”

“I am convinced that the
powerful international move-
ment of opinion against the
bombings was important in
the decision,” Palme added.

Swedish Foreign Minister
Krister Wickman said Nix-
on’s decision came as a sur-.
prise, despite reports that
the bomb attacks might be
halted over the New Year
holiday.

“After the violent bomb
campaign, and the interng-
tional protests it aroused, it
is unreasonable to think-that
the United States could I
sume this kind of negotiatio,
tactics again,” Wickman
said. -

‘World Indignation’ -

The Soviet, Union, after a
delay of more than four
hours, issued a brief an-
nouncement of President
Nixon’s decision through' its
official Tass News Agency.

. In Budapest the Hungari-
an radio said Nixon ordered

.a termination of air raidsin

North Vietnam as a result
“of worldwide indignation.”

“Nixon’s decision is good
news,” the radio said,
“Against ‘all expectations,
this year may still end as 3
year of hope for peace.”

The Danish prime minis-
ter, Anker Joergensen, said
the Washington announce-
ment was a sign “the United
States has finally come to
its senses.” _

Joergensen, however, ex-
pressed “some skepticism,
since we have unfortunately
been disappointed too many
times before when hoping
for peace in Indochina.”



