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But an end-the-war march
Lo the White ‘House léd by
Dean Francis B. Sayre of
1h JWa‘;Shington National Ca-
thedral - and the R{. Rev.
John Walker. suffragan
bishop of the Episcopal Dio-

. DECIDED TO TAIK

rable

_namese delegation to tye tary targets and
peace talks confirmed wwit tended to knock out North

and said the bombing halt
had already gone into effect.
The Viet Cong issued a
statement indicating approv-
al of the resumption of bilat-
eral talks. ’
Negotiations broke off on
Dec. 13, with each side ac-
cusing the other of raising
© new issues to thwart the
signing of a peace agree-
ment drafted October,
when the presidential assist-
ant said “peace is at hand.”
i On Dec. 18, Nixon ordered
full-scale bombing resumed

—n

above . the 20th Parallel.
Since then, except for a
- brief Christmas pause,

American B-52 bombers and
other warplanes have steadi-
ly pounded targets in the
Haiphong-Hanoi |area with
the most massive bombard-
ment of the war.
After the White House
news conference, Warren
would not say how or when
| Hanoi signaled its willing-

ness to resume talks.

Kissinger in Contact

'But it was understood that
Kissinger had been in direct
contact with the Comru-
nists and had received g
clear signal of their readi-
ness to bargain |earnestly,
There was no sign, however,
that Tanoi had agreed to
make major congessions to
reach a settlement.
Apparently bhecause of
{his, indications were that
Nixon viewed resumption of
negotiations with| wariness
and wants to be
Hanoi, indeed, is
‘negotiate seriously.
. Officials have said repeat-
_ edly that the Presi '
- termined to continue mili-
v tary pressure on North Viet-
- nam until a settlement is
off reached.
, Press secretary Ronald
tion Zlegler, in announcing on
yould Dec. 18 that air raids had re-
for Sumed after a two-month
ns suspension, said the bomb-
here on Inauguratio , Ing policy “will continue un-
calling  yesterday’s an- til such time as a settlement
nouncement a “‘shahby pre- Is arrived at.” X
tense oi-séeking peace.” U.S. officials said the air
“In Paris, the Northi Viet- Taids were aimed|at mili-
were in-
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massive demons

. Vietnam’s ability {to wage
" war. Hanoi claimed the
bombing was indiscriminate
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and caused heavy civilian
casualties. Wik
‘Barrage of Criticism
The intensive raids
brought a barrage of criti-
cism. Chinese Premier Chou
Endai said U.S.-Chinese re-
lations could not improve so
long as the raids were tak-
ing place, and Soviet leader
Leonid Brezhnev reportedly
decided to- delay his planned
spring visit to the United
States because of the air at-
tacks. '

There were indications
that the decision announced
yesterday had been reached
late in the week. Kissinger
has been vacationing in Cali-
fornia since Christmas, but
had been in daily telephone
contact with Nixon at Camp
David.

Kissinger will return to

Washington for a series of
intensive meetings with Nix-
on and other administration
officials before heading for
Paris. :
In his last news confer-
ence Dec. 16, the presiden-
tial assistant said the talks
broke down when North
Vietnam began making
“frivolous” demands and
raising, new issues as soon
as others had been settled.

Saigon Blamed

The North Vietnamese, in
turn, accused the United
States of stalemating the
talks by attempting, on be-
half of Saigon, to change the
peace agreement drafted in
October.

Kissinger has said that 99
percent of an accord had
been indications that the one
broke off. But there have

ben indications that th one
percent is a major stum-
bling block involving lan-
guage confirming the Saigon
government’s  sovereignty
over all of South Vietnam.

This issue—the major rea-
son behind the 25-year Viet-
nam war—was couched in

terms dealing with whether

Vietnam was a single nation
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or permanently divided into
two sovereign countries.

Both sides apparently at-
tempted to solidify their po-
sition in the last round of
talks, with Kissinger acting
on behalf of South Vietndm-
ese President Nguyen Van
Thieu to get language recog-
nizing Saigon’s sovereignty
over all of South Vietnam.

‘One Entity’

On the other hand, Hanoj
evidently sought wording
giving the impression that
Vietnam is one entity, leav-
ing North Vietnam with the
right to interfere in Southern
political matters.

There is no sign from ei-
ther side of any change in
these basic positions and the
prospect of continued objec-
tions of Thieu seems undi-
minished. All of this seems
to leave the prospect for a
settlement soon very uncer-
tain.

This cloudiness is recog-
nized by the United States
with all indications pointing
to Kissinger returning to
Paris to reflect a presiden-
tial attitude described as
wary and not holding star-
ry-eyed optimism ahout an
agreement. :

‘Won’t Be Fooled’

Nixon, then, appears to
have told Hanoi he accepts
its return to the talks asiin-
dicating a serious purpose to
negotiate, but that he will
not be fooled by this action
alone.
XIf a settlement is not
reaehed, he has left open the
option of continuing military
pressure. e :

This was underlined hy
U.S. officials’ statements
that the policy that led to
the bombing and mining of
North Vietnam still exists.
They reiterated the White
House announcement Dec.
18 that the policy which led
to the latest air raids ““will
continue until such time as a
- settlement is arrived at.”




