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Premier: Chou En-lai tomght

‘asked that the American peo-
ple be told that the U.S. bomb-
ing of North Vletnam would
have an adverse “effect on
Sino-American relations. ...
The - premier, making . ‘his
first public appearance in sev-
eral weeks at a banquet: for
Vietcong Foriegn: Minister
Mrs: Nguyen Thi Binh, asked
,me to ,send that message back
1to the United States.
| th'le the Chinese _ have
'beeno ¢ritical of the. u.s. bomb-
!mg of North Vietnam in the
ipast,. this is the first time a
Chinese official has said it |
would affect the recent de-
tente in relations between the, !
two countries.
" Chou was asked whether the
‘bombmg, the second resumndp-
1t10n sinee he received . Presi-.
|dent. Nixon in Peking ih Feb-
ruary would affect China’s rel-
‘atlons with the United States.
| His reply, in Chinese, was
translatedas: “Certainly.”
Cheu, heaving his shouiders
'and pointing "hisi: ﬁnger for
emphasis, stopped and ‘said in

English: “Surely.”
Asked how the breach could

English: “Stop ?

Then, ;.in, Chinese, - he
contir ed “THe United States
government should stopy:the
bombing: I hope you will con-
vey my answer to the Amerigan
people.”

The premier spoke as he
passed through the receiving
line in the Great Hall .of «the
People where. some 400 Chi-
nese . officials, foreign .diplo-
mats and Jjournalists were in-
vited to an.unusually grand
banquet for Mrs. Binh..
| By attending the banquet
Chou added the final accolade
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ner in the Great Hall of the .

People, and Fnday a rare

mass rally has been scheduled .

with 10,000 persons “mvited"’
to participate. The last time
such a rally: was held was for|
North Vletnamese Premier

Pham Van Dong in November
1971.

In contrast to hlS warm Te-
ception of Mrs. Binh, Chou
refused last week to meet a
group of American professors
who were in Peking, appdr-
ently because of the current
state of the Vietnam war.

The professors, members of
the National Committee “on
U.S.-China Relations, were the
first such high level Amencan
group to fail to see the pre-
mier. They were told Chou
was too busy, but comments
from; Chinese officials here
dent weight to the impression
that the premier could not ap-
pear to be too friendly to a
group of Americans while the
bombing of Hanoi and .Hai-
*phong was under way.

At the dinner tonight Chi-

nese Foreign Minister Chi/
Peng-fei delivered one of the'
istrorigest  denunciations

' Nixon visit.

i “The U.S. government, ¥ he
said, “committed a breach of
falth fabricated prete‘zts, set
up various obstacles and delib-
erately delayed and sabotaged
the signing of the peace agree-
ment.”"

Chi also accused the United
carrying out
“barbarous bombing  raids”
and “committing unforgivea-
ble new crimes against the Vi-|
etnamese people.” He said the |
United States had comm“ltted_!
“shameless military blackmail. |

to the already .glittering recep-
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tion for Mrs Binh, who: was
here on. her first official visit]
to China. Under normal proto- |

col rules, the foreign minister, ‘
not the premier, would be the |short of putting the blame di-

host.
There was a huge welcom
ing parade, then tonight’s din-

“The Chinese government :
‘and  people,” said  Chi, |
“strongly denounce U.S. impe- |
rialism for its crime of sav-|
agely bombing the Democratie
Republic of Vietnam [North
Vietnam] and strongly con-
., demn the U.S. government for
. its obdurate stand of sabotag-
;ing the signing of the peace
agreement and pr olonrfmd ‘the
war of aggression.”

However, the attack fell

rectly on Mr. Nixon hlmself
While attacking the United

States, he also said that China

understood that further talks

of!.
| American policy in Indochina’ Mrs. Binh can be seen in this

be healed fe said, again in ’to be heard here amce the context as an effort to holster
Vietcong’s
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In her reply tonight, Mrs.
Bmh‘quke of how her govern-
ment and North Vietnam gov-
ernnient had shown
“flexibility” and calléd on the
. United States to sign the draft
| cease-fire agreement reached
in October.,

Stressing the status of her
own organization, Mrs. Binh
said the struggle would con-
tinue to “bring about an inde-
pendent, peaceful, neutral and
prosperous South Vietnam,
and proceed to the reumﬂca—
tion of the fatherland.”

The U.S. effort to achieve,
within the agreement, a clear
separation of the two Viet.
nams, has reportedly been one
of the sticking points of the
Paris talks.

i Although the atmosphere to-
,mght was officially anti-Amer-
|ican, there was no sign of any
I personal animosity. Mrs. Binh,
circling the huge hall to offer
a toast at each. table, ap-
proached me, the only Ameri-
tcan correspondent in the
Iroom, and said in French, as
Ishe lifted her glass: “To

health.” After a brief pause,
she added, ‘“And to what
else?”

“m

o peace,” I replied.

“To peace for the Vietnam- -
ese people and for the Ameri-
can people,” she said.
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