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Partof Hahm
Wlped Out,
Tass Says

I‘rorm News I)ispnt,ches

SAIGON, Dec. 28 —
American Warplanes Jkept
up their aerial blitz against
the Hanoi-Haiphong -area
Thursday and the satura-
tion bombing took a heavy
toll in lives and alrcraft

losses. )

The ~ US. command‘ an-
nounced that two more B-52
heavy bombers and a huge res-
cue helicopter were shot
down:iSix crewmen were re-
ported missing and 11 rescued
in the three crashes.

The*' command also an-
nounced the heaviest Ameri-
can casualties in Indochina
last week in nearly two years
as a result of the remewed
bombing campaign: 7=killed,
73 missing and 21 wounded in
the Dee. 17-23 period. ¢

Tass,;” the Soviet
agency, reported from ‘Hanoi
Thursday that parts of the
North~ Vietnamese
“have been erased from the
face ‘of the earth” by the U.s.
attacks.

Tass said the Khamthien
district of Hanoi, onte “a
densely populated area fa-
mous. for its markets and
shops” is now ‘‘a maze of
bomb craters.”

A report by S «,edens coun-
sul in Hanoi, EskilsLunberg, to
Stackholm said the Hanoi area
was-hit Thursday by the heavi-
est: American bombardment

casualties but said that daytime
U.S., raids were increasing in
1nten31ty

‘"The Agence France Presse'
correspondent in Hanoi, Jean,

[the” capitals” most animated |\
rand colorful streets;
thlen was “A mass of ruins

r'i,,« qlil"‘“‘:
“n? i

; Khamthien
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.capital ,

yet: Lundberg did not mention

Leclerc du Sablon, said one of |-

Kham-| '

iand a scene of desolation and
! mourning” Thursday.

Aceording to Du Sablon,
and adJacent
streets were “carpet bombed by
‘planes including B-52s: which
'ploughed up a strip about a
w mlle long and several hithdred
'yards wide from one end of
the street to the other.”

Another Soviet ' ‘mews
‘agency, Novosti, sa1d «in a
statement Thursday * that
American bombs have. de-
stroyed its two-story office
building in Hanoi. It made no
mention of casualties in the
attack Wednesday but it
“emphatically denounced”
what it termed “the barbarous
bombardments” and “the:out-
rages’ of the Amencan m111-
tary ;
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Thursday’s U.S. announce-|
ment of  aircraft
brought t6 23 the number of

losses ‘

downed American aircraft ac.i
knowledged by the US. com:;
mand since hombing resumed
above the 20th Parallel Dec.
18 following the breakdown in
the secret Paris peace talks.
Hanoi claims 72- planes shot
down, including 31 B-52 Hom-
'bers.

The pro-Communist Nihox
Denpa News Agency of Japan
said in a dispatch from Hanoi
that North Vietnamese news-
papers reported MIG mtercep
ters shot down a B-52 homber
Wednesday. If true, it would
‘be the first conflrmed down-
1ngofa352byaM1g s

A spokesman for the U.S.
command said Thursday night
he’could not confirm the re-
port. It is believed that mést if
not all of the B-52s acknaowl-
jedged downed have been hit
by  surface-to-air  missiles.
More than 600 SAMs were
fired at US. aircraft during
,the first week of the raids.

Us. _
reported at teast one and per-
haps two Migs shot down by
tail gunners aboard B-52 bom-
‘bers, this indicates that Mig

military sources have .

|

interceptors a’ye'rising' to chal-
lenge the B-52 bombers, which
fly at an altitude of more than

six miles, although the U.S.

command has ‘reported only

one Mig 21 shot down and that

by a fighter escort.

Hanoi Radio reported

hursday night that two more

captured U.S. airmen were

shown to newsmen in Hanoi.

ince Dec. 19, North Vietnam
s paraded 31 captured U.S.

airmen before press confer-

ences.

After a week of silence, the

.S. command released a

omb damage report Wedges-

ay with more than a dizen
ifferent types of targets.

early all the bombing was

ustered in the Hanoi-Hai-

hong area.

The North Vietnamese for-

gn ministry issued a state-
1ent saying: “The carpet bom-|
ing by B-52s has killed and|
ounded very many. civilian.!
nostly e'éd petsoris;  women
and children. It has destroyed
several economic and culturaL
structures, many houses and:
properties of the Vietnamese:
people.”

The U.S. command has re-
used to comment! on civilian
osses, stating that only mili-

ary installations are being
argeted. Many military tar-
sets are near civilian estab-
shments and U.S. officials
1ave acknowledged the possi-
ility of error.

Of the new losses, the com-
mand reported that one B-52
rashed early Thursday in
ortheast Thailand near the
UJ.3. air base at Nakon Pha-
om. It limped out of ‘North
/ietnam after sustaining dam-
ge during a raid and all six
rewmen were rescued after
ailing ouf.

The second B-52 was shot
lown in the Hanoi area Tues-
lay, shortly after bombing re-
umed above the 20th parallel
ollowing a 36-hour Christmas
ease-fire. The. six crewmen
vere reported missing in the
elayed report.
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