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U3, SAYS BOMBING

Warplanes From Thailand
Guam and Carriers Take:
Off for North Vietnam

HALT. LASTED 36 HOURS!
Hanoi Reports 8 B-52’s Shot
Down in Day—Pentagon ]
Calls Loss Rate Normal

SAOK AT LEVEL
RRCEDING PALSE

|says, 57 American airmen. are

~ patch from Paris. The Penta-
[ .gon had no comment on the
. veport.but said earlier that
i the loss rate of B-52's was
i it materially greater than
in. raids last spring though
f6w “there are more B—52’ '
involved.]
. 97 Listed as stsmg
'Many officers in Saigon said
g{esterday that despite denials
from the Pentagon, B-52 losses

-isince the raids began Dec. 18

'have been much higher than
'had been expected.

. "As of last evening the com-|
mand had acknowledged hav-

ing lost 11 of the heavy eight-
engine bombers, which ~each!.
| carry more than 24 tons of

‘rbombs and which usually fly.
in formations of three. The| .

tommand has also reported six:
fighter-bombers down.
Altogether, the command

By JOSEPH B. TREASTER
Special to The New York Times
SAIGON, South Vietnam,'
Wednesday, Dec. 27—With its"
36-hour pause in the bombmg
of North Vietnam ended, the

yesterday that the planes werey ;
once again operating as they
had last week, when the raids
were the heavxest of the war.:

Maj. Jere K. Forbus, a spokes-
man for the command, - an-
nounced ~ yesterday afternoon
y that theé Christmas pause in:
< bombing had ended three hours
"‘ earlier, at 1 P.M. (midnight
“ Monday, New York time). At
that- time, warplanes started
taking off from aircraft carriers.
in the South China Sea and
from bases in., Thalland and
Guam.

Informed offlcers had said be-
fore the pause that abott 100
B-52 ahd several hiindred;
smaller . fighter - bombers had
been participating in the attacks.|’

[North Vietnam’s  press
ageney said eight more B-52’s
were shot ~down Tuesday,
according to a Reuters dis-

X SEL aveanr

| it has captured at least 21.

missing in action, Hanoi -says

The North Vietnamese in
. broadcasts over the Hanoi ra-
.dio say they have shot down
54 American planes, including
11 B- 52’5 The Hanoi radio said|

nt down was an F-4 Phan
tort that was hit northeast: of|
Hanoi 35 minutes after the new}
bombmg began.
Pause on Christmas Day
The intensive raids started
the night of Dec. 18, a few

days after the United States|

and North Vietnam had become
deadlocked over a plan to ‘end;
the war, and continued until
1 AM. on Christmas Day. when
President Nixon ordered the
halt into effect.

The North Vietnamese had

United States command said:- la ast night that the latest plane’

- and they freely
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‘s'ome high-ranking
 diplomats believed fHE pause
" had opened the way for a fresh

start.

These people said they felt
certain that the Nixon Admin-
istration had approached the
North Vietnamese during the
. pause on the question of start-
_ing new meetings. And some of
them said they Fnad been op-
timistic that the two sides
could find a way to move to-
ward peace and| to keep the
bombing suspended.

Painful for

“It has to have been a fairly
pamful shot to the North Viet-

do,” one diplomat said of the
bombing,
“The bombing. halt looked to
me like a graceful way. out
far both sides,” he continued.
“l thought there was a real
gos\sibi!ity of a happy solution
ut that just ism’t so at this
time.”
The United States military
gommand here, which has been
‘practicing a pohdy of minimal
slisclosure, would| not confirm
that a hat ting in|the bombing
had been ordered until after
its conclusion yesperday Major
Forbus maintained that the
reason for the official silence
had been militarfl security.
Officers Discuss Pause

On Monday, however, a
handful of newsmen managed
s0 reach several informed offi-
sers who said they could not
see how security was involved
discussed the

ruse in the bombirg and some
ggtalls of the raids that the
sommand had been withhold-

asserted publicly that they| ng.

would never re-enter :negotia-.
tions with -the United States
while the bombing was dh and

s the command use

Continued on Page 10, Column 1
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of the raids
the military
security argument to jsstify its
refusal to report whal targets
were being bomb@d i North
Vietnam and the extent of the
damage. Yesterday afamoon
Major Forbus cho&e not # an-
swer a question on “wha use-
ful purpose” was serves by
continuing to withhold from
the American public infermaa-
tion believed to be well kiswn
to the North Vietnamese besan-
ing victims. He also said he
would not “go into” questinns
about the purpose of the halt
in the bombing.
The command J
ly refused to disc
and scope of the current bomb-
ing operation. But informed
officers say they {feel strongly
that it has been planned with
o definite heginning, middle|
@& end. These officers say
thuy- believe it is not likely to
corttinue for a very long time

_At the beginnin
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at the present rate. Earlier
some officers had said they
thought it might well Joe over
in a week.

One reason the ‘offlcers give
for predicting a limited dura-
tion is that “there’s just not
that much left to bomb.”

Informed military officers
say that pilots are aiming for
the same kinds of ‘military tar-
gets they have always been
sent against in North Vietnam,
but that during the current
operation they have hit some
specific targets that had been:
ruled out before because they
were in ‘heavily populated
areas. Among such targets in
Hanoi, one officer said, have
been some power plants, fac-
tories producing war equip-
ment and truck-repair shops.

Flight From Hanoi Canceled
Special to The New York Times

VIENTIANE, Laos, Dec. 26—
A flight to and from Hanoi,
scheduled today by the three-f
nation International Control
Commission was canceled at the
last moment because of a radio
communication from the con-
trol tower at Hanoi’s. Gia Lam
Airport, saying it would be un_
safe to land.

The communication said,that
the airport had been raided
agein today and also that heavy
mist obscured v151b1h%

In addition to the ‘
ficials of the control commis-
sion who were scheduled to fly
from Hanoi to Vientiane, 14
other persons, most of them
diplomats, were to have been
evacuated,

Among others who had been
expected to be on the flight
were Telford Taylor, a profes-|
sor of law at Columbia Univer-
sity, Joan Baez, the folk singer,
and two other American anti-
war activists who have been in
Hanoi for the last 11 days.

The International @ Control
Commission, which was set up
in 1954 to supervise the Indo-
china truce arranged iniGeneva,
has tentatively rescheduled the
flight for Friday. Offigials. said,
however, that it seemed un-!
certain that the flight would be
able/to leave then

U.S. Calls Raids Ma;or Effort -
Specw.l to The New York Times

WASHINGTON Dec. 26—A
Pentagon spokesman sa1d today
t1e air war against Hanm and
“}'mphong had resumed and

vontwnucs to be a very ma]or
eifort.”

Jerry W. Friedheim, Deputy
Adsistant Secretary of Defense,
'said at a morning news br1efmrf
that bombmg in the North had
had “major effect” and caused

‘very significant damage.”

He said the extent of thel
pause in the bombing for the
Christmas holiday had not been




publicly diselosed because «-of{whex}, there were heavy f

the 'safety. of the ‘crews in—;lngs- )

ivolvad Mo’ g8 .w| + ‘The big difference is th

|volvil, o dld. not% hQx a]te,-‘ here are more B-52’s involved,
Mr. Friedheim said a 1arge e " said.

number of surface-to-air mis-

Asked if Hanoj would be d
siles were being fired at Ameri- stroyed if the bombing “co

can planes over the two north-|tinued for a few months
ern*-cities. He estimated that le'eeks, Mr. F “edhelﬁ“- replie
20 t0 60 missiles had been fired| 1t could very we destro
for each plane shot down. He| military targets in the vicinit
set aircraft losses at “2 to 39 Hanoi.” "Asked about th
per cent—a broad figure be-|NOrth Vietnam claim that eigh
cause I do not want to be/MOre B-52’s had been sho
precise.” ‘/down today over North Vie
 He said the loss rate to the had” the: P enta%on spokesma
missiles “is not materially dif./1ad N0 comment.
ferent from what it was in the
early months of peration
Linebacker [April and Mayl,
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White House Is Silent
KEY BISCAYNE, Fla., Dec.

|
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26 (AP)—The White House
maintained silence on “the re-
sumption of bombing attacks

the vain wait by Presi-
ixon for a peace Signal
from Hanoi.

The holiday pause in the
ombing of targets above the
th Parallel in North Vietnam
lasted for 36 hours, although
American  warplanes limited
the pause in South Vietnam to
24 hours.

Sources in Saigon said the
12-hour extension on strikes in
the North had been continued
on an hour-to-hour basis be-
cause Mr. Nixon had hoped it
would bring an indication from

‘For

from Hanoi that the -
th Vietnamese were
v to resume
rivate peace talks.




