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B~52 Strikes Have Not
Always Been Accurate

By JOSEPH B. TREASTER

Speclal to The New York Times !

SAIGON, South Vietnam,
Tuesday, Dec. 26 — Informed
American military officers said
early today that the pause in
bombing of North Vietnam that
began on Christmas eve re-
mained in effect past midnight.
They added that they had re-
cieved no indication of when
‘the air raids might be resumed,
“Nothing is moving in either
the North or the South,” one
officer said.

[The White House refused
to confirm or deny the ex-
tension of the holiday bomb
halt, the Associated Press re-
ported from Key Biscayne,
Fla. “We are not going to
have any comment from here
on operations'in Vietnam,” a
spokesman said.]

Although the United States
military command here has
Y¥maintained a policy of mini-
|mal disclosure about the bomb-
ing one officer said the B-52
strikes before Christmas Eve
had not always been accurate.
“We've hit a few targets we
didn’t mean to hit like the Gia
Lam airport in Hanoi,” .he
said. This airport handles both
civilian and military traffic. -
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Airport Reported Hard Hiq

The officer said he was not
certain, but he believed that
;the B-52s had been sent agai 15t
a thermal power plant on the
day last week when they de-
stroyed more than 80 per cent
of the main airport terminél,
put deep craters in sections of
runway and destroyed two S
viet-built airliners and two heli-
copters. He said the bombers

(had been about a mile off target.-
| At the regular military news
briefing last evening spokes-
men for the command - turned
away questions about the
bombing halt, saying they
would not discuss “operational
maftters.” )

However, informed officers
said the last American strikes

in North Vietnam were conduc-

mas Eve, at about the same
time that a 24-hour cease-fire

ment forces began. Vietnam
time is 13 hours later than New
York time.

Spokesman for the Unites
States military command, re
fused to acknowledge formall;
that the bombing had stopped
Spokesmen for the United States
Navy’s Seventh Fleet, Whidt
commands the aircraft carrier
off Vietnam, and the Seventh
Air Force, the command for
Air Force operations in Indo
china, also refused to discuss
the pause in the bombing.

One high-ranking officer said
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ted about nightfall on Christ-
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he believed that President Nix-
on had ordered the Jpause, af-
ter seven days of raids on the!
-{North to enable leaders in.Ha-'
"Inoi to return to the peace talks|
(| without losing face. 24 oce|
On Sunday -Xuan Thuy, the.

| chief of the North Vietnamese |

‘| delegation to the Paris talks, !
said in a television interview
that his country would not re-|
sume negotiations with the Unit-!
‘ed States while the bombing
that started last Monday was'

| continuing.

The high-ranking officer said]
he felt certain that officials in
the Nixon Administration were
discussing the resumption of
serious peace talks with thell
North Vietnamese during the|;
pause. It
‘Crucial’ Period Seen. . |t

“I'm sure there are some
hot telephone calls going on
right now,” the officer said.
“I think the next 24 hours!
are going to be very crucial.”

" |He added:

Al

~“T think the White House is{
saying, let’s start meeting in

"|Paris again, and this time no

fooling around, or we're put-
ting the bombers back up there.

“If the North Vietnamese|
say.‘O.K. come and get us/’
then we're really going to kill
them.” ’
“They have really gotten!
whipped. We lost a Jot of B-52’s
but not before they dropped
their bombs and they just tore
hell out of them.”

One Westerner who was in
Hanoi during the week said the

- |extent of damage there was

“unbelievable,” and added that
with the saturation bombing,
the ground trembled throughout
the day.

People Called Frightened

The man, who has been in!
and out of Hanoi since the
early days of American bomb-
ing in North Vietnam, said ihat
last week was the first time
that he had ever seen the peo-
ple in the capital “scared and
afraid.”

He said that for the first
time soldiers stayed ciouched
in their cement bomb shelters
instead of standing up and fir-
ing their rifles and machine
guns at the attacking planes.

The American military com-|i




high altitudes and often the
first sound heard by a victim
is' the ear-splitting thunder of
hundreds of bombs exploding.

The explosions fill a rectangle
about @ mile and a half long
and a half mile wide with
flames and flying steel frag-
ments. The concussion can
knock down flimsy houses and
shatter windows for thousands
of yards in all directions. Hun-
dreds of North Vietnamese sol-
diess in South Vietnam have
said they defected because they
so feared the big bombers.
Spokesmen for the command
have acknowledged that 11 of
the $8-million bombers and six
smaller fighter-bombers have
been Jost during the raids. The
last plane reported down was
a Navy A-7 Corsair, which
crashed near Haiphong Sunday
at about 4:30 P.M., apparently
in one of the final strikes be-
fore the bombing halt. The
pilot. was listed as missing.
raising to 57 the number of
Americans who have been re-
ported lost during the raids.

“We've lost a lot of planes
and I don’t think we realized
the cost would be so high,”
one senior officer said, directly
contradicting a statement by a
Pentagon spokesman that- the
Navy losses had been expected.

Losses View as High

The officer said he believed
that losses had been higher
than he and his colleagues in
Saigon and expected because
the North Vietnamese were
able to rebuild their air de-
fenses in the two months that
the bombing of the North was

mand, at the specific direction
of President Nixon for minimal
disclosure, made public.: little
more about the raids than:loss-
es of American ‘aircraft and
airmen after the conclusion. of
search-and-rescue © operations.
Spokesmen have evaded ques-
‘tions about targets and extent
of damage.

Last night, however, one well-
‘placed officer who said he has
seen  reconnaissance photo-
graphs of the damage said that
B-52's had bombed several
times within the city limits of
Hanoi and that there had ap-
parently been ‘“very signifi-
cant” damage. ;

Targets Mentioned

He said that the eight-engine
vombers, which each carry
nore than 24 tons of bombs
and usually fly in formations
of three, had smashed storage
areas, rail sidings, power
plants and airfields, with em-
phasis on Hanoi, Haiphong and
the region immediately  sur-
rounding them. This area con-
stitutes the most developed
sector of the country:

More than 100 B-52's and
several hundred fighters bomb-
ers had been attacking the
country daily. The officer ac-
knowledged "that one reason
the heavy bombers had not in
the past been sent north in
such great numbers was that
without the ground-based navi-
gational aides that are in
South Vietnam, the bombing
was much less accurate and
that some officials had said
that the use of the planes in
the North might result in “un-

accepteble” civilian casualties. curtailed to below the 20th
I Thg officer said he be- Parallel. President Nixon or-
ieved that the big planes WEIC dered the curtailment on Oct.
finally put into large-scale use|99 a5 g gesture of good will
in the North in hopes that oy i Bop e O 800 early
their devestating carpet bomb-|peace had  seemed promising.
Ing could deliver a final CHPP-1" At the military news briefing
ling blow to the North Viet- last night, the spokesmen dis-
hamese and force them to ac- tributed a brief statement on
cept a peace settlement, the air raids that read, “During
_ Reports from Hanoi on civil-!the 24-hour period ending ‘at
1an casulties have bheen sketchy 0800 today U.S. crews con-

an.d Lh_e North Vietnamese have|ducted bombing  operations
said little about_ specific dam- against military targets in
age, probably, military men be-North Vietnam.”

lieve, because they do not want
to help their attackers with
reconaissance.

Another reason the B-52's
were called upon last week,
more than one officer has said,
is their awesome psychologi-
cal impact. They fly at very

In response to questions
about the statement, Maj. Gil-
bert Whiteman, one of the
spokesmen, said, “We're saying
there was bombing ‘during’ the
period, I don’t mean ‘through-
out.” You can interpret this as
meaning the first 10 minutes

lof the period or 24 hours, how-
ever you want to interpret it.”

Hanoi Reports Heavy Toll

HANOI, North Vietnam, Dec.!
%5 (Agence France-Presse) —
‘The North Vietnamese press
agency

reported today that
American planes killed or
wounded thousands in the

anoi and Haiphong raids be-
F;veen Dec. 18 and Dec. 24 and
that 40,000 tons of bombs were
dropped on North Vietnam.
TThe press agency said this|
figure was equivalent to 20 of|
gle atomic bombs dropped on
liroshima or half the tonnage
droppei on Britain during World|:

ar II.

Virtually all the populated
districts of Hanoi and Haiphong

d the whole of the outskirts

n

arere targets during this “car-
pet bombing,” the agency said.
| It said that the B-52's de-
stroyed the Bach Mai, Haiphong
and Kien An hospitals, and de-
;Eoyed or badly damaged the
olytechnic Institute, the Eco-
nomic. Institute, several pago-
das and several churches.

The agency listed seven as
embassies damaged: the Cuban,
Egyptian, Indian, Bulgarian,

ungarian, East German and
Albanian.

Ships of the Soviet Union,
China and Poland were report-
ed sunk or wamaged.

|The agency said that the
bombing “of Hanoi continued
last night, killing many civilians.
Ie| added that on the morning
of Dec. 21 the town of Bac
Giang was “totally destroyed.”

In a separate dispatch, the
agency quoted the Foreign
Ministry as having said that a
school "had been attacked at
Son Dong in Ha Tay Province
together with several medical
establishments including a hos-
pi(tfl where doctors and patients
were killed. Nearby homes were
also reported wrecked.
The agency also said that,
according to the ministry, new
mines were dropped near the
port of Hon Gai.

Cambodians Under Attack

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia,
Dec. 25 (UPI)—The Cambodian
command today reported fight-
ing| less than two miles from

the| center of Kompong Thom
late yesterday as the enemy
tightened a hold around the

northern provincial capital.

e




