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North Pounded
For Sixth Day

From News Dispatches
U.S. planes continued the
heaviest assault of the war
on.North Vietnam through a
sixth day Saturday, as Ha-
noi accused the U.S. of wag-
ing "an  “extermination”
bombing campaign against
populated areas. t
U.S. and South Vietnamese

intellicence agents monitored
a radio message reporting

that North Vietnam’s legen-
dary Defense Minister Gen.
Vo Nguyen Giap was killed |
Friday in an explosion while
touring a bomh-damaged area
of Haiphong. !

But Washington Post corre-|
spondent Peter Osnos report-!
ed fromi'Saigon that the origin‘|
of the report, a spoken and!
uncoded message from some-!
wheré in North Vietnam, was:
not clear and intelligence
sources cxpressed doubt that
it was genuine.

The North Vietnamese dele-
gation to the Parig peace talks
denied the report of Giap’s
death with extraordinary ra-
pidity, Washington Post corre-
spondent Jonathan Randal re-
ported. The formal denial was
issued 90 minutes after the re-
port first surfaced in Paris.

Six foreign embassies in Ha-
]noi»—those of Kast Germany,
| India, Egypt, Cambodia, Cuba:
jand Albania—and the Hungar-
lan trade mission have now
beer damaged hy Ameriv:an1
{bombs, according to reports |
ifrom several capitalsz. .

‘* ’l‘he(,f&éyict ‘news' agency
rassifeported  Saturday that |
{U.S. airstrikes on Hanoi had
|resulted in casyalties among
! American “pilots held in the
jmain POW camp in the North
]V?etnamese capital.
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Tass correspondent Alexan-
der ‘Mineyev reported from
Hanoi that raids “during three
straight nights” Had dropped
bombs in the arcaof a prison
camp. :

“There"  were wounded
among the prisoners,” he said.
He did not indicate the Hum-
ber of casualties:and reported
that a POW"edmp official said
the injured had been taken to
a hospital for treatment.

U.S. raids against targets in’
North Vietnam continued Sat-
urday. Hanoi Radio claimed
two more B-525 were shot
down over Haiphong in Satur-
day’s raids, bringing to 17 the
number of big bombers North
Vietnam  eclaims to have
downed this week. -

The US. command in Sai-
gonannounced that two B-52s
were shot down. in Friday’s

raids. It has now reported that

‘shot ‘down since the renewed

daily " activities, despite the
-alerts and the destruction of

.the middle of the city, that are
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a total of 10 B-52s have been

bombing. of Hanoi and Hai-
phong began last Monday.

Agence France-Presse corre-
spondent Jean Thoraval  re-
ported from Hanoi that: U.S.
planes made their 40th raid of
the week against the North Vi-
etnamese capital at dawn Sat-
urday.-

. He reported that while some
residents of Hanoi can be seen
fleeing to the countryside on
bicycles or carts, people re-

main in the city in big num-

bers, calmly continuing their

buildings, sometimes right in
in no way military.” | =
Thoraval also reported that
the ‘weekly Aeroflot flight
which lands at Hanoi’s Gialam
airport was cancelled Satur-
day because the ‘only stretch
of runway left' ‘unscathed by
bombs-was too short to re-

ceive a-four-engine jet.

|

But:heé said a{ turboprop Chi-
nesecivilian plane managed to
land in Hanoi after waiting in
Anning, Southern China, for|
more than 20 Hours for-a lull
in thg,bombing.\ LN

The North Vietnamese mes-
sage reporting Giap’s death
said he was Kkilled Friday at
the Tran Hung Dao arma-
ments depot |ip Haiphong
when a delayed-action bomb
«dropped by U.S.
ploded.

Correspondent Osnos re-|
ported from Saigon that intel-|

|

ligence officials said a mes-|
sage of such importance would
almeost certainly| have been in
code,

“It could well have been a
plant,” one official told Osnos.
There have been erroneous re-

ports before of the death of |

North Vietnam’s top military
strategist, who became a leg-
end after defeatihg the French
at Dienbienphu in 1954.

In Paris, the North Vietnam-
ese. delegation’ 'fo the peace
talks' termed ' the report of

Giap’s death. “an outf-and-out |

invention  of the. ' CIA” A
spokesman said: | “We .do not
stoop. to deny this product of
the American sychological
warfare,” F :

The North Vietnamese For-
eign Ministry, in/:a statement
broadcast by Hanoi- Radio, ac-
cused the United States of

‘waging an “extermination”.
bombing campaign against|
populated areas, destroying|
homes, schools and pagodas. '

“By doing this, Nixon has;
committed crimes even more
barbarous .than those..of Hit-
ler,” 'the ‘Foreign -Ministry
statemént said. “

A statement issued by the:
Hanoi'delegation in. Paris said |
B-525 had leveled ‘E‘llagqsz hos-
pitals - and schools - in
“saturation - bombing” . raids
against “the most densely pop-
_ulated regions in North Viet-
nam.” o

The Hungarian news agency

and Tass both reported that
the ;sHungarian commercial
mission and the East Gérman
embassy in Hanoi{were dam-
aged in the U.S. bombing
raids.” Radio. Hanoi Saturday
added the Albanian and Cam-
‘bodian embassies to the list of
those: -which have| been: re-
ported damaged 1 by U.S.
bombs. | 2o

In New Delhi, U.S. charge
d’affaires Lee Stul%was sum-

moned to the Foreign:Ministry .
Saturday to receive| a; protest
over:damage to the Indian em-
bassy .in.Hanoi, Thursday. A
U.S. spokesman' said Stull ex-
pressed déep regret over: any
damage ‘caused by | American
bombers. il - =

warplanes ex- |
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In Warsaw, U.5. charge d’af-

| faires’ Davis E. Booster saw

Poland’s deputy foreign minis-
ter Friday and -delivered
“profound- condolénces” for
the death of three:Polish sea-
men killed in Haiphong when
their ship was reportedly. hit
and :sunk by U.S. :bsmbers,
Warsaw newspapers- reported
today., . s i

Hanoi Delegation .
Wadlks Out in' Paris
.. From News Dispatches |

. PARIS, Dec. 23—The North
Vietnamese delegation to the
Paris peace talks today walked
out of a.scheduled technical
meeting with American diplo-
‘mats after reading a protest
jagainst the bombing of North
|Vietnam.
They said the talks had
jbeen postponed ‘till another
|day,” according to a North
{Vietnamese statement. The
|walkout was a repeat of the
|Hanoi delegation’s action at
|the last experts meeting on
]Wednesday. |
| The: technicians’ metings
are an offshoot of the private
peace talks between U.S. pres-|
idential adviser Henry A.!
Kissinger and Hanoi’s top ne-
gotiatory.Le Duc Tho. The del-
egates are supposed to discuss
technical aspects of the peace
negotiations.

A US. spokesman said
American negotiator Heyward
Isham proposed anéther meet-
ing “on a day next week” and
the North Vietnamese replied
that they would consider ‘the
proposal. I

The U.S. spokesman said
the American request for an-
other meeting stemmed from
a desire “to keep channels of
communication open and our
belief that these meetings
can accomplish useful work.”

The  North Vietnamese re-
called their adjournment
Wednesday and said that
since then, “the United States
has daily launched frenzied
air and naval attacks against
|Hanoi, Haiphong and many
lother areas of North Viet-
nam.” The embassies of Egypt,
Cuba-and-India“were destroy-
ed, whole" areas ‘flattened and
“barbarous  crimes committed
against-'our people.”

Theé. .statement said the at-
tacks were intended to exert
pressure on North' Vietnam
and were seriously undermin-
ing . the negotiations for a
ceasefire, W,

“It 7is our wish to’ settle
the: Vietnam problem peace-.
fully.. .. ” the statement said.|
“However, if the United
States’ persists in intensifying
the war, the Vietnamese
people are determined to fight
to the end . . .” !




