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Raids Raze
SFChropicle
Main Hanoi

Rail Station

By Jean Thoraval

Agence France-Presse

Hanoi

American war-
planes yesterday de-
stroyed the main building
of Hanoi’s central railroad
station and also hit the
nearby Cuban Embassy.

The raid, the 27th Ameri-
can aftack on Hanoi since
last Monday, came shortly
after midday. It followed
virtually a night-long pound-
ing of Hanoi’s suburbs by
fighter-bombers and B-52s.
In those earlier raids a large
stretch of main runway at
the Gia Lam airport was put
out of action but air traffic
apparently was not halted
altogether.

This correspondent visited
the airport after the raid
and saw that a 700-yard
stretch of the 1%4-mile run-
way was unusable.

After yesterday’s early at-

tack, and that of Monday

night, most of the main air-
port buildings no longer ex-
ist.

The area around the air-
port is pock-marked with
craters from the bombs,
which fell into rice fields
and gardens nearby.

A North Vietnamese air
traffic official, showing vis-
iting American singer Joan

Airlmtcpan

SFChro
On Last

Silver Spring, Md.

Captain Robert G. Cer-
tain, 25, was to have left
Vletnam for his home yes-
terday, but his B-52 was
shot down on his last
scheduled mission and he
was captured by the
North Vietnamese.

Certain had been due to
arrive home by Christmas,
his family said.

But the Air Force called
Certain’s home Tuesday and
told his parents he and six
other airmen had been shot
down and captured. He ap-
parently was not seriously
hurt.

“We are sure he is all
right,” said Certain’s sister,
Glenell Certain Vamn of Co-
lumbia, S.C., who said mem-
bers of the family already
were gathered at the home
here for the annual Christ-
mas getfogether when the
word came.

North Vietnamese broad-
casts about the downing of
two B-52 jet bombers did
not specify how Certain, a
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avigator, waé found after
anding by parachute. A pic-
ure released by North Viet-
tam showed Certain down-

ast but apparently not in-
ured.

The

R I el =~

North Vietnamess
news agency reported ‘“all
bore some traces of their
plight - a head swathed in
bandages, a scar on the
cheek, a lame leg or a tal-
tered suit and all stooped
and blinked.”

Certain’'s wife, Robbie,
vhom he married two
nonths before going off to
is second Vietnam tour,
vas traveling from her
ome near Blytheville Aijr
orce Base Ark., to Silver .
pring.

Mrs. Vann said her broth-
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er planned to go into the
ministry after returning
home.

She said another brother,
ir Force Captain John N
ertain, 26, is on his third
our in Southeast Asia as a
anker aircraft pilot in Thai-
and.

Associated Press
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Baez around the airport,

said that the damage had

not interrupted air traffic.
The official told this corre-

pondent that yesterday's
egular - flight from China
hould be able to touch down
s normal.
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