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The Defense Depart-
ment said yesterday that
the intensive American
bombing of the past two

. days has caused ‘“very
significant damage” to a
broad range of ‘“military
targets” in North Viet-
nam. %

Ii insisted that civilian
targets are not being struclk,
as claimed by North Viet-
nam, and dismissed sugges-
tions that the United States
18 engaged in ‘“‘terror homb-
ing.”

The Pentagon also indi-
cated there will be no halt
in the bombing during the
Christmas Holidays.

Ior the first time since
the intensive bombing of all
North Vietnam was resumed -
on Monday, following the

breakdown of the Parig
peace negotiations, the De-
fense Department gave the
general catedories of targets
being hit in North Vietnam,

¥rom the Defense Depart-
ment  description, the em-
phags was entirely upon
“military targets which sup-
port the continued North
Vl(étnamese infiltration into
an aggression  agai
South Vietnam.” Fa

At the Pentagon’s daily
news briefing, Defense De-
partment spokesman Jerry
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W . Friedheim = said -that
“these military targets in-
clude such categories as:
railyards,” shipyards, com-
mand.and control facilities,
warehouse an'd transship-
ment areas, communica-
tions facilities, vehicle re-
pair facilities, power plants,
railway bridges, railroad
rolling stock, truck parks,
MIG bases, air defense ra-
dars and air defense gun
and missile sites.”

+f From hoth the intensity off

e .
the bombing as well as {he{
administration's tight sécre-

coming - inereasingly appar-
ent that in addition to any
\military objective of disrupt-
ing North Vietnamese sup-
ply- lines, the bombing also
has a political and psycho-
logical objective of forcing
Hanoi into a more concilia-
tory position in the Paris

" RAIDS

The White House said
Monday that the raids would
“continue until such time as
a’settlementisarrived at.”

Yesterday, Friedheim
clearly indicated there
wotilld be no bombing Iull
during the Christmas sea-
son, as frequently occurred
in the pre-1968 bombing peri-
od. ‘“We are early in this en-
gagement,” Friedheim said
in. suggesting the bombing
would continue for the indef-
inite future. .
One clue to the adminis
Itration’s underlying inteny
{tions came in the decision,
lwhich Pentagon officials
kuggested was reached a
‘the White House level, to in-
telude the giant B-52 strateg
ic bombers in the sustained
bombing of the Hanoi
Haiphong area, even at th
risk that some would be sho

In gcontrast to the Navy
and Air Force fighter-
bombers which strike at in-
dividual targets, the B-52s
lay down an awesome pat-
tern of saturation bombing
of a target area. The normal
flight of three B-52s, fol ex-
ample. will drop -about 70
tons of bombs over an area
.62 miles wide and 1.87 miles
long.

cy about the details; itisbe-|:
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When - asked - whethét
in

was not ““‘inevitable,”

view of the characteristics 3

of ‘B-52 bombing patterns, .
that some civilian centers
would be struck, Friedheim
replied: “No, we don'ts rike
civilian tavgets.” He then
amended his comment to
state “we target only mili-

tary targets” and empha-

sized that past instances of
hitting civilian targets has

~been *“very limited.”

UsE 1
The current bombing (?:ams
paign marks the first time’
that the B-52s have been

"used over Hanoi, the most

heavily defended area in
North Vietnam. The ef‘fect,
perlm;};sﬁintended, is to pri11g
the thunderous attack of the
bombers within the sight
and sound of the leaders of
North Vietnam.

In the past the B-5Zs gen-
erally have been used|over
less heavily defended areas
of North Vietnam, such as
the southern panhandle, and
usually attacked coashe;tl tar-
gets, thus permitting them
to make a quick bombing
run and retreat befoqe the
North Vietnamese defenses
were raised. :

The one exception wa‘}s last
April, shortly after the
North Vietnamese offensive
began, when about 20 ‘B-‘52=s
struck petroleum storage
sites on the outskirt of Hai-

- phong.

Detense officials atfribut-
ed the loss of the three B-52s
this week to the fact that
they were now operating
over a “heavily defended
avea rather than to any un-
expected advances in North
Vietnamese aiv-defense cap-
abilities. \

Wriedheim reported that
during the fivst two days of
the bombing, about 100 mis-
siles were fired each day at
the attacking Amperican
planes, a relatively hehvy
rate of firing.

Tollowing a tactic first de-
veloped last spring, the
North Vielnamese also are
firing the missiles In sal-
voes. A costly method of fir-
ing that carries the advan-
tage of providing a sort of

shot-gun defense shield.

Friedheim . reported " that :
all three B-52s lost thus far
were apparently hit by mis-
siles specifically developed
by the Russians as a defense
against the U.S. strategic
bomber. One of the three
hombers crashlanded in
Thailand, with its crew res-
cued. The other two crashed
in the Hanoi area, with both
of the six-man crews miss-
ing.



