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The ‘Nixon adrmmstratlon
Is split over how much the
current bombing of Nor~th
Vietnam can achieve: ™

Civilian and military offi-
cials - at the highest level of
the Pentagon ‘said flatly yes-
terday that the bombing was
part of President Nixon’s ne-
gotiation process rather than a
military operation. '

And while this bombmg is
designed to force Hanoi into
signing an ironclad : peace
agreement, there is a. split
within the administration -over
whether any such agreement
could, ‘stop the flghtmg be-
tween Vietmamese in - Indo-
jchina.: !
| The ‘key inside argument
.amidst this ‘heaviest bombmg
campaign of the war, tlere-
fore, is what is now attamable
for the Umted States in Viet-
nam.

President Nixon, in sendmg
waves of B-52s over the heart-
land of North Vietnam day af-
ter day to put more pressure
on Hanoi's leaders, has sig-
naled that he beheves the
proper kind of agreement can
stop the fighting in Indochina.

But other officials high in
the ‘administration beheve——
and -are now saying/iso’
guarded conversauonsn-that
the most the United " ‘States
can hope for is an honorable
w;thdrawal of its own forees.

It is time to get out of Viet.
nam because the war has been
successfully turned over to the
‘Saigon army,  aceordij ng to
,those who hold: ‘this \ue

They argue that homkhg out
for a piece of paper t “can-
not stop the ‘Vietnamese ‘from
ﬁg,htmg among thems ves—
no matter how it is writtgh.
dragging out the war
meaningful purpose.

Thus« President N:x_
he approaches his second
year term struggling with the
- Vietnam War—is confronted
with’ the same kind of spln,
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cussmg the
use of B-52s "t:hat(have been
bombing by the acre around
Hanoi and Halphong :

The giant 'ombers, each of
which carries six- men and 30
tons of bombs, have never
been used S0 mtenswely be-
fore ‘around’ heavily defended
Hanoi and Haiphong.

* One reason for their sparing
use in the past is that the B-

.92s cannot achieve the accu-

racy of a smaller fighter-

bomber diving down on a spe-u"

cifie target.

Another reason is that the R
B-52s. ﬂy high but:cannot ma- .

neuver like a fighter- bomber *

to -dodge: the -Soviet anti-air- ;

craft missiles that are thickly-
deployed around Hanoi dnd
Haiphong.!
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