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Reports 154 of Foe Slath

In Two Battles Near Quang Tri

SAIGON, South Vietnam,
‘hursday, Dec. 21 (UPI) —
leavy ground fighting was re-
orted yesterday on South Viet-
.am’s northernmost front, with
wo- battles fought near Quang
Ti city.

The Saigon command said
'outh Vietnamese marines and
aratroops and United States
ighter-bombers supporting
hem killed 154 North Vietnam-
se in the battles, north and
outh of the city. According to

communigr’. 7 Sonth  at.
1amese were killed:- and 48
rounded. Reports from the field
Iso said Vietnoringe
roops battled enemy tanks
outh of Da Nang.

Despite the heavy fighting, it
7as reported that United States
danes flew only 50 sorties dur-
1g e gay in the five northern
rovinces of South Vietnam,
there sunny skiés prevailed, in-
icating that “most available
umerican aircraft were as-
igned to the bombing of North
"letnam.

In the 24 hours ended at 8
M., the United States com-

o 441
movith

mand said, 117 fighter-bomb-
ers conducted raids in South
Vietnam, the lowest number
since March 29.

Another indication that most
nlanes weré being . diverted to
the North came from the
United States Navy, which said
that only one of the five air-
craft carriers with the| Seventh
“leet was. operating off South
“Tetnam.

Tighting Near Phnom Penh

PHNCM PENH, Cambodia,
Dec. 20 (Reuters)—The:Cambo-
dian command reported tcday
that fighting had broken out
again 12 miles south® of the
capital, with Communist troops
burning a hamlet near the
main highway to the southern
mart of the country.

The command said also that
new Communist attacks were
under way against the besieged
town of Kompong Thom, 77
miles to the mnorth. Military
sources said that in two-weeks
of fighting there 30 or more
Cambodian soldiers were killed.




