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WRECK MILITARY TARGETS;

IT DENIES ‘TERROR’ R

HANOI'TS BLANED

Raids Laid to 2 Lack '

| In their reports during the
‘third day of bombing, the De-

of Seriousness at
the fParis Talks

By JOHN W. FINNEY
Special to The New York Tinleg:_
WASHINGTON, Dec. 20—-The
Defense Department said today
that the intensive American
bombing of North Vietnam in
the last two days had caused
“very significant damage” to a
broad range of military targets.
The department insisted that
civilian targets were not being
struck, as asserted by Hanoi,
and dismissed suggestions that
the United States was engaged
in “terror bombing.”
2 More slglanes Lost
Other Administration offi-
cials, meanwhilé, insisted that
the United States. had resumed
heavy bombing because of
what they described as North
Vietnam’s ‘lack of seriousness
at the Paris negotiations, and
they said that Hanoi was en-
tirely to blame for the break-
down of the talks. [Details on
Page 16.]

[In Paris, the North Viet-
namese announced gthe post-
ponement of schedulgd lower-
level discussions on the tech-
nical details of a Vietnam
! cease-fire. Page 15.]

As the heavy bombing, which
began Monday, went into its
third day, the Defense Depart-
ment and the United States
imilitary command in Saigon
announced the loss of two more
American planes, including a
third B-52 bomber.

The Hanoi radio, however,

|asserted in a broadcast today

that two other B-52’s and four
more . fighter-bombers had also
gone down. [A broadcast early
Thursday said that as the raids
continued through the night the
North Vietnamese shot down 10

more=American planes, among
them four B-52’s and an F-111
swing-wing fighter - bomber,
Reuters reported.]

" Destroyer Is Hit

fense Department and the Unit-
ed States command in Saigon
announced that enemy shore
batteries in the Thanh Hoa area
had hit the guided missile de-
stroyer Goldshorough, killizg
two men and wounding three.
The destroyer, however, was
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aid to have continued its
perations despite a hole blast-
d into its upper decks by a
hell. o

For the first time since.the
1tensive bombing of North
fetnam above the 20th Paral-
2l was resumed, the Defense
)epartment gave the general
ategories of the targets, which,
! said, “support the continued
lorth Vietnamese infiltration
ato and aggression against
louth * Vietnam.” In Saigon,
owever, the United States com-
nand continued to refuse to
fiscuss targets or other .main
spects of the bombardment.
At the Pentagon’s daily press
riefing, the Defense Depart-
lent spokesman, Jerry W.
riedheim; said that “these mili-
ary targets include such cate-
ories as rail yards, ship yards,
pmmand and control facilities,
rarehouse and transshipment
reas, communications facilities,
ehicle-repair facilities, power
lants, railway bridges, railroad
olling stock, truck parks, MIG'
ases, air-defense radars and
un and missile sites.”

The White House said on
Tonday, in announcing the re-
umption of full-scale bombing
n the wake of the deadlock in
he private peace talks with
forth Vietnam, that the raids
7ould “continue until such time
s a settlement is arrived at.”

Today, Mr. Friedheim indi-
ated there would be no bomb-
3jg lull during the Christmas
sason, as there frequently was

efore 1968. “We are early in
1s engagement,” he said.
Mr. Friedham was asked if it|
;as not inevitable that some:
ivilian centers would be struck
ecause of the B-52 bon}‘bing
attern, which, in the case of
normal flight of three bomb-:
ts, is said to be more than half|
mile wide and more than a
iile and a half long.
Reply Is Amended
“No,” he replied. “We don’t
trike civilian targets.” He then
mended his comment to| say,
We do not target civilian
argets.” i
He emphasized that past in-
tances in which civilian targets
ad been hit had been ‘very!
mited.” }
_ The current bombing |cam-

paign marks the first time that
the B-52 “bornbers ‘have been
used over Hamof!’tHg ' most
heavily defended ared in North
Vietnam. ‘ :

In the past, the B-52’s have
generally been used over| less
heavily defended areas of North
Vietnam, such as the sou#hern
panhandle, and usually attacked
coastal targets. This permitted
them, to make a quick bombing
run and retreat before the
North Vietnamese defenses were
raised. :
. The’one exception was last
{April, shortly after the North
Vietnamese offensive began in
South Vietnam, when about 20|
B-52’s were sent to strike at
petroleum-storage sites. on the
outskirts of Haiphong. _

Defense officials said the
three B-52’s were lost because
they were now operating over
a heavily defended area and
not because there was any un-
expected advance in North
Vietnamese air-defense capabil-
ities. -

Heavy Firing Reported
Mr. Friedheim reported that
during the first two days of
the bombing, about 100 SAM-2
missiles were fired each day
at the attacking planes, a rela-

tively heavy rate of firing.
Adopting a tactic first used
last spring, the North Vietnam-
ese are firing the missiles in
salvos or barrages, a costly

method of firing that provides|,
a sort of shotgun defense

shield against any plane near
the detonating warheads.

Mr. Friedheim reported that
all three B-52’s lost thus far
had apparently been hit by
SAM-2’s, antiaircraft missiles

developed by the Kussians as
a defense against United States
strategic bombers, :

One of the three bombers
; cr.ashjlanded in Thailand,
jwith its crew rescued. The two
‘others crashed in the Hanoi
jarea, with both of teh six-men
icrews listed as missing.

In addition to the loss of the
E:};ll'd B-g%, éhe United States

mmand in Saigon said a Na
A7 f1ghter~bor§ber had be‘élyx
shot down Tuesday in the Hai-
phong area, with the pilot list-
ed as missing.

The only previous report of
a B-52 bomber lost to enemy
action in the Vietnam war
came Nov, 23, when a bomber

was crippled in a bombi
over North Vietnam andnégralz‘sl;l13
landed in Thailand.

The current’ bombing ap-
peared to be among the most
intensive of the war, with
some reports from Saigon sug-
gesting that 20,000 tons—the
equivalent of the atomic bomb
used on Hiroshima—had been
droppeq in the first two days.
Mr. Friedheim would charac-
terize the level as “a very ma-
jor effort” while discounting
reports that as many as 500
planes were being sent north-
ward in a single day.

1 The official North Vietrniamese
press agency, in a broadcast
'monitored in Saigon, said that
:c‘h»e raids had made Hanoi into

a huge battle site.” The broad-
cast also said that “United
States aircraft indiscriminately
attacked over 30 places in
giovy‘ntown and suburban areas”
in the Haiphong area.

Neither the State nor De-
fense Departments would com-
ment immediately on a report
by the Polish Government that.
the 5,720-ton Polish freighter,
the Jozef Conrad, which had.
bqen blockaded by American
mines in the port of Haiphong,'
had been hit and sunk b3;
American bombs, with three
Polish seamen killed. The offi-

cial Polish press age i

s agency said
that Warsaw had protess’ged to
Ehe United States against the
act of air piracy.”




