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PARIS, Dec. 18—Political’

observers in Paris are not

buymg Henry Kissinger’s .

version pinning all the
+blame on Hanoi for the
‘breakdown of the Vietnam
peace talks.

There = were s1mply too

‘many seeming inconsisten- -

“cies in Kissinger’s perform-
ance Saturday, the observ-
ers here say, to accept his

-version, however well his re-

. marks went down in the
" United States.

. Moreover, Kissinger sug-
gested that the modalities
for policing an eventual

.Lease-fire was a major com-'

“plication causing the break-
wdown in the talks. But ob-
fservels here are convinced
that the real sticking point

Jnvolved the so-called Na--

‘tional Counml of Reconcilia-

-tion and ' Concord, a body ;

.which theoretlcally is to be
made up "ofequal numbers
of Vietcong, Saigen and neu-
tralist members

Its misston; as ‘vaguely de-.
‘fmed by Han01 1n October

News Analyszs

is to “activate” the cease-
fire accord and ‘help organ-
ze elections - durmg the
‘transition penod
South - Vietnamese Presi-
dent Thieu has  denounced
the council as a disguided
form of coalition govern-
ment, a solyiton he _has
' steadfastly rejected,
- What stuck in Thieu’s
throat was the Vietnamese
Jlanguage descriptionfor the
scouncil. Whllf,l idEnglish it
“was mnocuously destribed
as an’ “admnnstrahve strue-
ture,” in Vletnamese and
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Flench it was called
“structure of power”’ sug-
i Gestmg the diminution of
i‘authorlty of the Saigon re-
5 glme after a cease-flre

 tion that in November Thieu

|"persuaded the United States

~to propose changes in the

.. draft accord which cut out =

" the neutralist third of its
“membership and vetoed the
. ‘council’s right to operate at
“the province, village and
‘hamlet level. :

Although Kissinger or
- members of his entourage
‘last week leaked word that
problems-of South Vietnam-
ese sovereignty were the
.main sticking point, observ-
‘ers here believe the -ques-
‘tion was posed in more prac-
tical and less theological
terms than Klssmger has ad-
mitted then or since.

Nor do observers “believe
{that the formal. recognition

" nams is tha serious an. ob-
sstacle, especially in  these

days of increasingly good
i relations between ‘the tw¢
‘' Koreas and two Germanys.

Moreover, as almost every-
|one except South Vietnam-
ese government members
clearly recollects, the DMZ
was set up as a temporary
demarcation line in thé 1954
|Geneva Accords ending the
|Prench Indochina war. The

{..DMZ, in fact, was supposed
1.]to disappear -thanks to elec-

“tions which the Geneva Ac-

| {eords stipulated should reu-

impressed by

nite the country in 1956,

Observers here are less
Kissinger’s
Jcomplaint about ever chang-

ling Hanoi demands than the 1

‘/American public which ap-
~parently is not awar that
smuch of North

So intense was hi$ opposi- ~

:now separating the two Viet-

a g

'of the demllitarlzed one Z |

Vietnam’s |

‘manueuvering has been dic- |

tated by radical
mands introduced by
United States in November
on Saigon’s behalf.

If rumors attributed to
other members of Kissing-
er’s neffona‘and team here
.are to be believed, the
- Americans are already look-

- ing for a scapegoat. And the

rumors about” State Depart-
ment displeasure with Kis-
singer’s “talented amateur”
ecotlations in early Octo-
ber is making the rounds of
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