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By George C. Wilson
Washlng‘tron Post Staff Writer
The United States® has
resumed” full-scale bombing
of North Vietnam in the
wake of a deadlock in the
peace negotiations with the
Hanoi government.
American bombers began
hitting tatgets near the North
Vietnamese capital of Hanoi
ryesterday and the port city

began reseeding minefields at
the entrances to harbors.

Defense Secretary Melvin R.

Laird, confirming that the
bombing restrictions had been
lifted for the area above the
20th parallel, told reporters at
the Pentagon that “air opera-
tions are, being conducted
throughout North Vietmam at
the present time.”
4 The White House indicated
ithat the intensified bombing
will continue for some time, as
distinguished from a single
“hard knock” series of raids to
‘make a diplomatic point.

Said Ronald L. ‘Ziegler,
‘White House -press: secretary
“The President; will' continue
to order whatevéer action he
considers necessary, by air or
by sea, to prevent any buildup
that could lead to the opening
cof a new offenswe 1n the
South.

“We are not going to. ‘allow
the peace talks to be used asa
cover to build up another of-
fensive,” Ziegler said.

“This policy will' continue
until such time as a settle-
ment is arrived at, * he said.
“We stand ready to negotiate
in a serious and constructive
manner at any time. It is the
President’s view that neither
side can gain from prolonging
the war or from prolonging
the peace talks.”

The President’s press secre-
tary 51destepped a question on_
whether the resumed bombmg
meant that Mr.r Nixon :had|
decided to get a settleme,u,t of
the war by military means. “We
stand ready to end the c i
rapidly,” Ziegler replie

He said the resumption of
the bombing north-of the 20th
parallel, after a hiatus since
Oct. 23, was “consistent” with
Mr.. Nixon’s policy statement
of May 8. .

Mr. leon in that speech

id the U.S. in peace negotia-
t10ns had offered “the maxi-
mum of what any President of
the United .States could offer”
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