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Haig, in Visit to 4 Nations,
¢ Will Discuss the Impasse
at Paris Peace Talks

i+~DEG-15 1972
WILL RETURN THURSDAY

Reportedly Will Tell Allies
U.S. Won’t Sign Pact Giving
Disguised Victory to Foe
| NYTimes—
Special to The New, York Times

WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 —
The White House announced
today that Henry A. Kissinger’s
deputy, Gen. Alexander M.
Haig Jr.,, was flying to South-
east Asia to brief the leaders
of South Vietnam, Laos, Cam-
bodia and Thailand on the
current impasse at the Paris
negotiations.

Gerald C. Warren, the deputy
White House press secretary,
said that General Haig’s mis-
sion would be “a follow up” to
Mr. Kissinger’s news confer-
ence yesterday in which he
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Gen, Alexander M, Haig Jr. :

announced that the peace talks
with North Vietnam in Paris
had so far failed to achieve
what President Nixon regarded
as “a just and fair'agreement.”

General - Haig’s - trip: will last
only a few ddys, the White
House said.-He is due to atrive

turn: to Washingto;
day.
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in Saigon tomorrow-and to re-.
Z} on Thurs- -

ltermination of Mr. Nixon not t

Purpose of Trip. Described
A White House official sai

that the purpose of General-

Haig’s trip would be to convej}
to the Asian leaders the de

sign an agreement that woul
lead—in Mr. Kissinger's word
—to a, “disguised form of vic
tory” for North Vietnam.
General Haig will presumably
inform the leaders of the irrita-
tion of the White House wit
Hanoi’s negotiating tactics a
the just-concluded round o
talks in Paris.
Mr. Kissinger, speaking fo
Mr. Nixon, told newsmen tha
Hanoi was largely to blame fo
the failure to achieve an accord.
He said that North Vietnam hax
reneged on previous agreement
and had continually raised ne

land sometimes frivolous de
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mands, ‘fmstrating the effort: ol

achieve a settlement, ‘

Mr. Kissinger’s interpretation
of events differed from that of.
fered by Hanoi and by som
other Administration official

e
5.

They have ascribed the impasse|
t

to Mr. Nixon’s decision to mep
at least part way, objections
to the accord raised by Presi-
dent Nguyen Van Thieu of
South Vietnam.

Mr. Kissinger, President Nix-
on’s adviser for national sec
ity, made it clear that
United States had asked Hanoi,
when the talks resumed o
Nov. 20, to accept in the agre
ment language, “however
however indirect,” that

¢]

that Hanoi, had agreed to thi
but that on Dec, 4 it reneged,
for reasons that were unclear.

It is understood from other
sources that Hanoi had first
accepted and then had rejected
a provision in the accord al-
lowing for the demilitarized
zone to be maintained between
North Vietnam and South: Viet-
nam. This, in effect, would
have acknowledged that therg
were two separate Vietnams
and would have permitted
Saigon to maintain that North
Vietnamese troops in South
Vietnam had no legal right to
be there,

Haig Returned Dec. §

Mr. Kissinger said that- th
American side was so confiden
that Hanoi would eventuall)
accept that provision and dro
its Dec. 4 objection, that Gen
eral Haig returned to Washing
ton from Paris on Dec. 9 to b
ready to take the completec
accord to Saigon for Mr. Thieu’
approval. ]

But in subsequent days, Mr.
Kissinger said, Hanoi not only
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- that Mr. Nixon decided to end

. as few as 250 men and sharply

. lier, Hanoi was said to have

|cialist on Mr. Kissinger’s staff:

refused to budge on the sover-

eignty question, but also raised
other matters, in such ;a way

the réund of talks. Among the
specific problers ursolved, Mr. |
Kissinger said, ‘'were the ‘tules
for the international wsuper-
visory commission that would
check on the cease-fire.

He said that Hanoi was in-
sisting ‘on limiting the force to

restricting its movements, Ear-

agreed to a 5,000-man force.

Mr. Kissinger, however, also
made it clear that while Mr.
Nixon was backing Mr. Thieu
on the sovereignty question, he
refused to support the Saigon
demand that all North Vietman-
ese troops be withdrawn
from the South. Mr. Kissinger
said that the United States
stood by its willingness to have
a cease-fire ‘in place, allowing
the North = Vietnamese—esti-
mated by the United States
at 145,000—to remain, But the|
projected accord does provide
for a thinning of these forces

and prohibits any new troops
from being sent to South
Vietnam.

No Saigon Veto:
South Vietnam will not have

a veto over what Mr. Nixon
regards as a “right” agreement,
Mr. Kissinger said. Presumably,
General Haig will make that
clear when he meets with Presi-
dent Thieu in Saigon. -

The Paris talks are continuing
at a technical level while Mr.
Kissinger and.Le Duc Tho, the
chief negotiator, have gone
back to their respective capi-
tals. Mr. Kissinger said yester.
day that he did not know when
he would resume his talks with
Mr. Tho, but he left the im-
pression that it would not be
soon, L

“I expect that we will meet
again, but we have to meet in
an atmosphere that is worthy
of the seriousness of the en-
deavor,” Mr. Kissinger said.

General Haig is being accom-
panied to Southeast Asia by
Laurin B. Askew, head of the
State Department’s Vietnam
working group; John D. Negro-
ponte, the chief Vietram. spe-

John A. Bushnell, another mem-
ber of Mr. Kissinger's staff;|
Lieut. Col. Fredric Brown; mili-
tary assistant to General Haig;
and Maj. George - Joulwan,
General Haig’s personal aide.




