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Kissinger, Tho
A'riple Meeting

A 7 By Jonathan C. Randal

- Washington Post Foreign Service

- PARIS, Dec. 11—Henry A.
Kissinger and Hanoi’s Le Duc
Tho today resumed their pri-
vate negotiations on a Viet-
nam cease-fire as unprece-
dented three meetings were
announced for Tuesday.

Two morning meetings of
experts were schedule for
Tuesday morning before Kis-
singer and Tho confer in the
afternoon for their eighth pri-
vate session since they re-
sumed their search for peace
just one week ago.

In keeping with the total
news blackout observed by
both the U.S. and North Viet-
namese delegations, there was
no official explanation for the
speeded-up pace of the meet-
ings.

But observers optimistically
suggested that there may have
been a major breadthrough in
the negotiations in the wake
of Gen. Alexander M. Haig’s
surprise return to Washington
Saturday night to consult with
President Nixon.

In what American soureces
said was the more important
of the experts session sched-
uled for Tuesday, the United
States will be represented by
William Sullivan, deputy as-
sistant secretary of state for
Southeast Asian affiars, and
Willian J. Porter, the ambassa-
dor to the formal peace con-
ference who recently was
named under secretary of
state for political affairs.

Their North Vietnamese op-
posite  numbers will be
Nguyen Co Thach, vice for-
eign minister, and Xuan Thuy,
Porter’s counterpart in the
formal peace talks.

For the first time, Porter
participated in the secret talks
when he accompanied
Kissinger today for a session
lasting just over four hours in
the suburban Neuilly home
which has become the Ameri-
can site for the negotiations.

Porter’s presence was inter-
preted in some quarters as
an effort to give him equal
‘status with Thuy, who has par-
ticipated in almost all the se-
cret meetings with Kissinger
since 1969.

While the higher level ex-
perts meeting is taking in the
Neuilly setting, the other
group of specialists will meet
on North Vietnamese home
ground in Choisy-le-Roi, south
of Paris.

Observers were also in-
trigued by the presence here
of North Vietnamese Vice Pre-
mier Le Thanh Nghi, who ar-
rived Saturday after complet-
ing his major task of renego-
tiating aid deals with China
and the Soviet Union.

There were suggestions that
Nghi, who conferred with Tho
Sunday while he and Kis-
singer took a day off from
their secret meetings and ex-
perts from both sides worked
on technical problems, was
also interested in the question
of postwar American aid to In-
dochina.

The experts were said to be
grappling with wording which
would avoid outright sugges-
tions of formal American re-
parations and would also
make the aid conditional on
Hanoi’s strict observance of
any eventual cease-fire agree-
ment. ‘

Nghi, here ostensibly to par-
ticipate in the French Commu-
nist Party’s 20th congress
starting  Wednesday, was
joined today by Vo Dong
Giang.

A member of the Vietcong
central committee, Giang was
also said to have arrived from
Moscow for the same purpose,
although there were sugges-
tions that both newcomers
wanted to be present at this
crucial stage of the negotia-
tions.

Meanwhile, Mrs. Nguyen
Thi Binh, foreign minister of
the Vietcong’s Provisional
Revolutionary Government, is-
sued a statement backing off
earlier remarks attributed to
her in an interview Friday
with Agence France-Presse,
the French news service.

Objecting to “more or less
inexact interpretations” of her
interview, she reiterated long-
standing Communist insist-
ence that any withdrawal of
troops would have to be nego-
tiated following a cease-fire
between the Vietcong and the
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ment.

The AFP dispatch had
seemed to suggest a possible
compromise solution for the
key problem still believed
holding up final agreement on
the cease-fire:the |withdrawal
of North Vietnamese troops in
South Vietnam which Saigon
demands and Hanoi rejects.

In the interview she was said
to have suggested that after a
cease-fire “soldiers originating
in the North, (and) demobi-
lized in the South, could go
home.”

But her clarifying state-
ment, issued after a meeting
with Tho Sunday, appeared
designed to put an end to such
suggestions.

Adding to the growing ten-
sion around the talks was a
fire bomb attack against the
North Vietnamese general del-
egation, just of the Boulevard
du Montparnasse on the left
Bank. Four young men threw
the two bombs near the mis-
sion. But the exposives went
off without causing injuries or
damage.

French news media received
a telephone call later in the
day from a little known right-
wing organization| claiming
credit for the attack, which
was designed to {‘teach the
Communist torturers a les-
son.”

Meanwhile, Jean-Claude Po-
monti, the wusually wellin-
formed Saigon correspondent
of the newspaper Le Monde,
quoted informed Saigon
sources as predicting a cease-
fire by Dec. 20.

The sources suggested that
the wusual Christmas truce
might be advanced a few days
and turned into an informal
armistice “probably through
New Year’s Day and then in-
definitely.”

Exchange of POW's
Seen as Key Issue

govern-

By Peter Jenkins

Manchester Guardian
Negotiations on the Vietnam
cease-fire are stuck on a single
problem-——the American pris-
oners of war and Vietcong and

Today

other political prisoners held
in President Thieu’s jails.
This, according to a well
placed source here, is the|.
news which Gen. Alexander
Haig, Henry Kissinger’s deputy,
reported to President Nixon
Sunday on his return from
Paris, where Kissinger has
been locked in negotiations
with Hanoi’s Le Duc Tho.
Hanoi is reported to be de-
manding that Thieu release
his political prisoners as a
quid pro quo for the release of
the American prisoners of
war. This gives Thieu a power-
ful lever on the negotiations
for Kissinger reportedly has
been unable to obtain a com-
mitment from North Vietnam
on the withdrawl of its regular

forces deployed below the
Demilitarized Zone.

Thieu has been demanding
that Hanoi agree formally to
withdraw its forces. It had
been widely speculated here,
that the United States would,
if necessary, enter into a
cease-fire agreement with
North Vietnam without
Thieu’s concurrence. Buf if
Thieu now holds the key to
the American prisoners, this
becomes a much more agoniz-
ing proposition. ‘

Saigon Troops Hit
Enemy Near Border

SAIGON, Dec. 11 (AP)—
Alerted by a defector, South i
Vietnamese forces Monday at-|
tacked a North Vietnamese
battalion infiltrating from
Cambodia northwest of Sai-
gon, military sources reported.
During five hours of fighting,
87 enemy troops were killed
while three South Vietnamese
were reported wounded.

In an apparant response to a
possible enemy offensive on
Saigon, the U.S. command re-
ported sending 13 B-52 mis-
sions into an arc 23 to 48 miles
northeast and northwest of
here. Officials said they were
the heaviest raids by the big
bombers in the area in more

than two months.




