Washington Fost

28 November 1972

VA 2 2
" By H. D, S. Greenway
Washington Eost Staff Writer
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy’s

‘Subcommittee on Refugees

said yesterday that Hanoi has
asked them to postpone a

'scheduled visit of five Ameri-|.

can doctors to North Vietnam.
The North Vietnamese gave
no reason for the postpone-
ment other than to say they
were “too busy,” but a Refu-
gee Subcommittee source said:
“The fate of the doctors’
travel has always been guaged

to what has been happening in
regard to the cease-fire nego-
tiations.

“The whole ‘trip was geared
to a settlement,” the source
said. “We were led to believe
by all sources that a cease-fire
was immininent, but it hasn’t

. happened,’’

A team of doctors under the
auspices of Kennedy’s Judici-

be

ary’ subcommittee had f)'een
scheduled to leave-New York.
this Wednzeiday, for. Hanoi.
Last Friday, however -North
Vietnamese representatlves
asked for a postponement
Kennedy subcommittee
sources said that-the trip'will
reseheduled hopefully
early next year, but no date
has been set. ;
The  trip was originally
planned following an Jinvita-
tion last August from North
Vletnamese Foreign M
Nguyen Duc Trinh
Kennedy to send a
“physicians and doc
North Vietnam. The inw:
followed several years of cor-
respondence between Ken-
nedy and the North Vietnam-
ese concerning prisoners of
war and, more recently, war
damage in North Vietnam.
The tnp was to be a © tu_dy
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. problems’ in North |
| the Kennedy study mission
had also hoped to vi

tee‘ 1co,unse}1,~ had" ongmally
planned to leave ri
the election but the
partment said.that it
Yisable to leave at th

A compromise w

out with the: State.

'State ;De-
was inad-
at time.

week of December i
this time Hanoi postponed the
trip.

Bes1des studymv ;

sit prison-

ody Pd“nel

ght after

e e
sston
ers of war and get an updated
list of prlsoners bemg held in,
‘the,north: - | ; E
The Kennedy subcomn'uttee
had told the. North Vietham-'
ese that they were’ interested.
in U.S. prisoners‘in South Vi-
etnam, Cambodia and Laos as
‘well. Although the North Vlet-

Inamese-did-not mention Cam-

bodia and Laos in their reply,
they did*“sdy’ ‘they *'would

: “facilitate” efforts tosget a list,

fU.S. priseners being held in

{South Vietnam by the Viet-

cong, a subcomm1t’cee source,
said. ;
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