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This incredible quantity of airplanes were brought 1nto South
Vietnam., Some of them zamxzﬁrmmxaszfaxzanagxaxzfrxnz were taken
out of Nationalist China and as far away as Iran..The South
Vietnamese don't have enough pilots to fly |[those planes, obviously
they would have to be flown by Americans as they were originallye.
S0 in a way you could say that this rapid introduction of material
was not so mgch to fight the war but to reassert American control,
over that regime, So I think that is a very credible explanation,
namely that you escalate the war against the North as a means of
maintaining control in the South, and this &§Q§ also bring up a
point [we talked of earlier] that there's no way of looking at
this bombing as having come from a position of strength. They've
had enough experience with the air war to know they can destroy
all of Hanoi and all of Haiphong, and they're not going to do any
more damage to the North Vietnamese war effmort than they have,
there are no real military targets in Hanoi| or Hai phong and there
haven't been any for a long time. So if it was done out of weakness,
there still must have been some reasoh why this occurred, and I
thihk this explanation, that it waws a way of reasserting control,
bringing Thieu -- in other words, -- Thieu is a real blackmailer
-— he either says let me continue to be your puppet, in which
case you bomb the north and you CEERLEAEZXT Support me and continue
the war effort, or if noiwI‘ll cease being your puppet and make a
deal with the enemy. I think this kind of| blackmail did operate,
and was a real reason,
Gehlenélehen there's the third factor we mentioned: the
assertion wf the United States miditary of its desires and its
aims in Indochina, and it seems at this point that the military
which has always wanted to show that the war could be ended by
force, and that the United States could achieve its aims in Vietnam
by military force, hajg somehow come §8r% hea&, that they are trying
to demonstrate this mor or less in one\xq515r another,
Schurmann: My persord geeling -- I think what we're seeing
here is more than just a desperate move to keep the war going or
maintain control of Soutk Vietnam. I think that what we're
witnessing is something I had not expected.,.A rgther remarkable
shift to the right in the Wwashington scene as a whole, both in
débimstic and foreign affairs.
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The B52s have done a lot of bombing

where tﬁg?s been any active defense. And
Lemay, when he was chief of staff of the A
that manneé bombers can always get throug
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the last two years of his first term th
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I think a lot of people, myself include
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to continue that shift, so that then th
face the larger problems -- the loss of
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of the dollar, and the variety of probl
and so on. I thihk that the Vietnam w:
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the conseryggﬁvp senator from New York,:
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and Congress/Hebert of Louisiana.
came out an éxonerated Lavelle and
thing; You know Lavelle was knocked doy
of staff John Ryan, fired by chief of s
Stennis himself implied that Lavelle
What

right wing counterattack in

Lavelle, demoted him at the time.,
has been a
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which has always been the most sonserva
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—- The
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the war
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rse he want to China
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would say that during

ere seeméd to be a secular

ertain radical people
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ems at home, and sO on
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And it happened in other areas.....|as
the appointments in the new Nixon admi
feeling is that what he has done is ap
like Elliott sichardson,

analysts -- or modular men as he likes

pamby types

top positions, but in other moare impor
that have been associated with conser
such as the deputy secretary of defens

GEHLEN:

Schurmann :

William I’. ,Clements.
William P. Clements.

Gehlen: That's even more clear in
and Urban Development where Nixon appo
nothing more than just a bureaucrat,
who knows nothing about housing, or Ci
thing he knows is simply that he's 1liv
suburb, and he's lived in a house, and
And similarly for the Department of Tr
nominated in this case a senior vice p
Co. who is ag financial analyst, know
transportation planning at all. And n
but in some cases there are purely app
very specific interests groups, very
in the case of the Secretary of Transp
earlier in the case of Earl ~utz, who
vecretary of Agriculture in '71, who w
Purina, This is very true. Nixon's a
portend some type of real right wing d
administration.
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that's about it.
ansportation, Nixon
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s very littlesbout

ot just right wingers,
ointments to meet the
clear interest groups,
ortatim . Certainly

was nominated for

as the head of Ralston

do
irection to his next

ppointments are —-

ntinue, I think one may
ich -- I don't know where
the fence.,
loss of power and

tted himself to end this

he so committed himself,

]

]

ne'il lose a lot of power
e has. He may, in effect,

to be an Eisenhower. REE

vative or right wing interests,

But I do sense
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Not even have the strength that Eisenhower had on occasion,
the strength to say no to some of the more hovrendous projects being
proposed., So 1 see the situation here as —- it‘s alarming in this

soclety to have a powerful president, as the cas; of Johnson
demonstrated. But it;s equally alarming, given the fact that the
president has his finger on the little nuclear box, to have a
president with little power, who's weak and vaccilating as Nixon
has indicated higself to be. weakness,

I do think it's the evidence of presidential wxazkimggx coupled
with this rather amaxing rightwing resurgence in the command posts
of power, that is the ultimate explanation for the résumption of
this bombing,
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