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Why H Opes fOr -As , events have demon-

strated, the difficulties were .
for the withdrawal of North more — and more — sub-.

‘ —t Vietnamese {rodps ther in | gianfior than Kissinger had'
i South Vietnarn 3
P eqace i aded. Salth, Miefmam, ' stated.

o revealing the agree- “rmpe fingt gifficulty, appar-
NQV 2 6 1972 inent, the North Vietnamese ently, was that Washington
complained that while [the let 2lone Saigon — wasn't
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. to sign it, Kissinger had . fa s .
A month ago today, according to Henry tyice asked for move time, nggf'mxlesed,wﬁdzc?ng?si}z
Kissinger, peace was at hand. elaiming “difficulties in $ai- = 5 ik

airlift of American war ma-

teriel fo sustain Saigon’s

military forces in the twis
light zone between cease-fire
and peace.

. The airlift, the biggest of -
the war and now completed,
“gave Saigon, among other

things, the third largest air

force in the world.

An agreement to end the war and bring gon.”
* home the American prisoners of war could be For several hours. after
signed “within a matter of weeks or less,” he the startling North Vietnam-
said-on Oct. 26, subject only to one more hud- ege announcement, Washing-
dle with the North Vietnamese “lasting no ton was silent, Later| it -
more than three or four days.” ; would be said that the word
Now, 30 days later, 22 hours of private was stunned.
talks spread over six days have ended with  Finally, at midday, Kissin-
Kissinger returning home and peace possibly gerhelda press conference.
even less at hand than it was at the moment  “Peace,” he said, “is at . .
of his dramatic announcement. hand,” and only six or seven Then there was Thieu.
What happened? : ‘““very concrete” issues need Kissinger had apparently
It appears to be a combination of South be cleared up to nail down underestimaed his willing-
Vietnamese intransigence, American sur- the agreement and end the hess to agree to anything
prise, leading to euphoria and over-optimism, War. s own B~ with his Communist oppo-
and North Vietnamese refusal to be pushed W(])quﬂld Tead to 15 7T nents short of their thinly
into further concessions. dation: . w4 not @rovxde disguised surrender.
Kissinger returned to Washington Oct. - And it B2y accyr- _First Thieu branded the
23 from five days of meetings in Saigon with *-- v& and yes, he added  National Council for Nation-
South Vietnam’s president, Nguyen Van in response to a question,he al Reconciliation and Con-
Thieu, with no intention of announcing three was confident that Thieu cord a euphemism for a coa-

days later that “peace is at hand.” would signit, fition government.

But early on Thursday, Oct. 26, 12 days . Left éqﬁ@gkqou“c’,_gle ehiul- Withdrawals
before the American presidential election, l;ent 1§§;1}bez saie, were Then he said that all
North Vietnam made a startling move these details: North Vietn e

e ® The establishment of pn > 0Tt5 Viethamese troops

It announced that it had reached a nine-

- v - vould have to be withdfawn
. . = international Supervisor Vs ’
point agreement with the United States and P 24

rith 1 ' anel in time to or ‘ and to make hi_s point he 1‘1}~
was prepared to sign it the following Tues- pane! .t I, & bo prevant |'a sisted that their number is
ds Oct. 31 i last effort to seize as much ° t the 140,000 the U.S, esti
¥ — ek ol : _ territory as possible” before 10t the 140, = ase EEile
The agreement, a summary of which the ceasefire goes into ef- mafes but as many as 300.-
Hangi broadeast in great length, provided for fee. o0
a cease-fire in Vietnam within 24 hours of e Ways “to compress” Beyond that, he says that
signing, the release of all prisoners of war the time hetween a ceage- ¢ agreement makes no
and the withdrawal of all American troops . fire in Vietnam and a settle. Provision for restoration of
' —Turn to Page 22, Col. 1 = ment in Laos and Cambodia,  the Demilitarized Zone be-
«From Page1 o Clarification of unspe¢i- tween North and South Viet-
. : ©o . fied ‘‘misapprehensions” nam.
and those of the ‘foreign North Vietnamese premipr Reports from Paris indi-
allies within 60 days. Pham Van Dong had evi-  .oia flhat ©iecing hae.
cone ) 4 : i cate that Kissinger, chas
That « concluded, a “Na- denced in an interview with tened by Thiew’s obstinance,
tional Council of national Newsweek magazine the 5o odontod fhe swaek i
Rt po has adopted the most criti-
Reconciliation and Concord” week before. cal of Thiew’s demands —
would organize elections “to ~ Overcoming “linguistie YR ) ot
A . : : the withdrawal of the North
Saigon government and the problems,” which is how Vietnsmene
Viet Cong’s Provisional Rev- Kissinger characterized Indeed t appears that it
olutionary Government. It making sure that Hanoi up-  Indeed, it appears that it
woul organize elections “to derstood that the Nationgl has led Hanoi to stiffen its
determine the politicial fu- Council”of Nafional Recop. PoSition, ealling for a revi-
Vietna: b e 3 ~ sion of some of the hasic
ture of South Vietnam, pro- ciliation and Concord was ¢ i the draft acy
mote the implementation of not intended to be a coalititn ermts B Joe | Aty sgree-
the signed agreements,” and government. : . ment.- -
discuss demobilization of Why the North Vietnam-
both parties’ armed forces. ese were so eager late in Oc-
Two things the agreement '@01391‘ to si%‘n an agreement
did not do: . the mew setil .1 generally attributed to
e It did notestablish a co- ¢ egbt.ej,t ¢ men;.l o1 two factors:
alition government as such. @ ang Balolis o ppoir belief that Presi-
The National Council of Na- :zlgregment tt“"at ghe‘%algon dent Nixon, sure of ve-
tional Reconciliation and fﬁvemfﬁn ¢ would it YaVIe clection but wanting very
Concord was assigned spe: ' ef n{g' ot f),,Slgn 1S oW badly a landslide re-election.
cific duties that presumably Peace treaty.’

@ Determing exactly what!
clauses of the 1954 Geneva
Accords would be a part of




would sign guickly to as-
sume the cloak of peace-
maker.

© Their -desire to cgtch
the United States and Saigon
off-guard, to implement a

cease:fire and the féarma-
meént *hmltatmns that were
part of the” draft agreement
before the Tnitad States
could begin its massive
arms airlift. Thus, in a war
of one-upmanship, the Com-
munists would have been ul-
timately one-up,

Questions

Why, then. was Kissinger
50 hyper-optimistie, marticu-
larly when Thieu’s objec-
tions to the American course
were still ringing in his
ears? )

Was optimism a political
necessity 12 days before
Nixon was to face the vot-
ers?

More specifically, was it
fatal to be otherwise when
the other side had just hand-
ed him the concessions he
said he had been waiting for
four years?

Those questions will re-
main unanswered at least
until Kissinger writes a book
that publishers are scram-
bling to pay him $1 million
for.

Also uncertain is what wili
happen Dec. 4, when Kissin-
ger goes back fo Paris,
where the talks began four
years ago in a dispute over
the shape of the table,




