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PARIS — Dr. Henry Kis-

singer \is learning in the re-
sumed Vietnam peace nego-
tiations in Paris that theréis
many a slip between the cup
and the lip.

The optimistic atnlowphel e
that prevailed in American
diplomatic circles on Kissin-
ger’s return to Paris for
what was and still is intend-
ed to be the final round of
negotiations with the North
Vietnamese has faded.

Despite the happily smil-
ing face the President’s na-
tional “security adviser and
chief diplomatic negotiator
continues to present to the
cameramen, the present cli-
mate
Communist Party’s little vil-
la at Gif-Sur-Yvette, where
the secret talks — except for
Friday’s one hour session
— are taking place, is just
about as somber as the
early morning overcast Par-
is sky.

Le Duc Tho, Hanoi’s hard-
line politburo member, is
being very tough with Kis-
singer, partly, it is assumed,
because the United. States
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faﬂed to sign. ‘the  peace
agreement on the last sched-
uled date of Oct.. 31, and
partly  because the Ameri-
can negotiator is trying to
get some additional conces-
sions for South Vietnamese
President Nguyen Van
Thieu, who continues to balk
at the terms of the agree-
ment Kissinger negotiated
with the North Vietnamese
last month.
Not As Fast

There could, of course, be
a sudden break in the im-
passe, but the deal is not
going to be concluded as
quickly as Kissinger predict-
ed on Oct. 26 when he told
newsmen that only one more

inside the French

& Chronicle — 2% ed
negotiating . session, *“lasting
not™; ore. than three‘or four
days” was needed to nail
down the final details.

The fifth day of meeting

has passed and there is no

sign yet of the gap between:

the new positions of the two
sides being narrowed, much
less bridged. '

Furthermore, President
Thieu is intensifying his op-
position to the draft agree-
ment and demanding, with
growing insistence, that the
loopholes be plugged before
he is called upon to Jom in

signing if.

French mpor‘m from Sal-
gon say Thieu in his reply to
President Nixon’s recent
personal letter, maintained
very strong objection to the
agreement in its present
form.

He insisted, according to
these reports, on the neces-
sity of getting a commitment
from Hanoi for the eventual
withrawal of all North Viet-
namese troops from the
south.

He also emphasized the
need for strict international
control of the demilitarized
zone between - North and

South Vletnam and a clear

LE DUC THO
Rigid stance

understanding that the pro-
posed three-segment nation-
al council to organize new
elections is not to have any
governmental authority or
to supplant in any way his
own presidential power.
:Saigon Radio also has
started attacking Kissinger

pergonally, accusing him ef

POWs '
having overpiayed his hand
in-the negotzatma& and of
wishing to create ‘a legend
about his diplomatic genius.

What, in effect fappears fo
have happened in the Viet-
nam peace scenario is this:

When Kissinger| left Paris
in October, he thought he
had a Vietnam peace deal
virtually sewed up. Hereal-
ized it was a compromise
that involved agonizing con-
cessions by both North Viet-
nam and South Vietnam, but
he felt that unden prevailing

circumstances, it was rea-
sonably fair to both sides.

Thieu Position

He went to Sai gon in the
hope of “getting! President
Thieu to accept the deal, but

Thieu, in a rough meéting,

refused to do so unless cer-
tain conditions were met.
These were, in their order of
importance from Saigon’s
standpoint, the following:

® Some definite assur-
ance from Hanoi [that most
if not all the North Vietnam-
ese troops in South Vietnam
would be gradually with-
drawn within a specified pe-
riod of time after the armis-

" tice was proclaimed.

® That an effective sys-
tem of international control
be in place when the cease-
tire went into effect.

@ That Hanoi reaffirm its
recognition of the Demilita-
rized Zone, and stricter in-
ternational controll be main-
tained over that zona to
deter North Vietnamese in-
flitration into the |south.

Opening Advecacy

@ That the authority of
the preposed Council of Na-
tional Reconciliation and Ac-
cord be more clearly defined
to make it unmistakably
clear that it would have no
governmental authority.

Kissinger agreed tg seek
some satisfaction for Presi-
dent. Thieu at the resumed
talks in Paris. ‘He has, in
fact, presented |Saigon’s
case with such firmness that
the South Vietnamese dele-
gation in Paris is satisfied
with his opening adyocacy of

- President Thieu’s position.

What worries. the South
Vietnamese, however,  is
that the Americans may
weaken in their defense of
President Thieu’s position in
order to conclude the peace
agreement with North Viet-
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The North Vietnamese ne-
gotiators"Have so-far shown
no-disposition to meet Presi-
dent Thiew’'s demands as
presented by Kissinger. On
the contrary, Le Duc Tho
has proposed changes in the
Communist side’s favor ‘in
some of the major provi-
sions of the agreement that
he negotiated with Kissinger
last month.

Tough Stance -

Undoubtedly anticipating
that the United States would
seek some satisfaction for

resumed. Thor was all set to
serve notice that Hanoi’s po-
sition had hardened. He did
50 as soon as Kissinger
made the pitch for President
Thieu.

1t may have been just
classq‘{\c;al diplomatic tactics
for 0 to come on with a
tough stance when he ex-
pected Kissinger to seek
some further concessions,
but French diplomatic re-
ports from Hanoi indicate
the hardliners in the regime
are far from happy with the
political aspects of the draft
agreement, which leaves
President Thieu in power in-
definitely and with no defi-
nite obligation to accept the
Viet'Cong in a coalition gov-
ernment or even to agree
with them on the holdmg of
new elections in South Viet-
nam.

Hanoi is aware that Presi-
dent Nixon would like to get
the American war prisoners
home by Christmas and a
peace settlernent ™ m\refiect
before his second term inau-
guration in Jahuary.

The North Vietnamese

may hold out now for a
while to see what President
Nixon is prepared to give to

get a settlement by January.
There is a feeling in Paris

conference circles that net-
ther Hanoi nor Saigonisina
hurry to conclude the peau:)

agreement. :
Hanoi probably would still
settle for the original draft
agreement, but it is notpre-
pared to meet President
Thieu’s demands, especially
the one calling for the total

© withdrawal of North Viet-

namese forces from the
south. North Vietnam is ex-
pected in the end to give
some satisfaction on this is-
sue, but not a commitment
for the complete withdrawai
of what Saigon' estimates to
be 300,000 troops.

As the first week of the
so-called final round of the
negotiations drew near its
close, no one in Paris thinks
the peace agreement will be
signed tomorrow or the next
day.




