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K issinger: ‘My Job to
nd War, Not Judge It
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By Peter Lisagor

WASHINGTON — (CDN)
—Presidential adviser Henry
Kissinger has told an Italian
writer that he ‘“might
agree” that the war in Viet-
nam  has been useless, but
that his task has beenita end
it, not judge whether it was
“useful or useless.” ‘

“The war must be “ended
with principle, with ‘judi-
ciousness. And this is not the
same thing as saying that it
was right to enter the war,”
Klssmger told Oriana Fallaci
in an interview for the left-
of-center magazine L'Euro-

ducte&» in Kissinger’s Whi
House office Nov. 4, he

voiced the conviction that
“peace will come in af w
weeks after the resump ion
of negotlatmns—not in many
months, in a few weeks.”
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Pressed by Miss Fallaci to
say whether he could? per-
suade South VietnamiPresi-
dent Nguyen Van Thies- to
accéept North @ Vietnamese
troops in thei south or
whether the United States
would sign a separate agree-
ment with Hanoi, Kissinger
would not give a direct re-
ply.

“I can tell you only that
we are determined to make
thish and we shall make
it shortest possible
tlme after my new meeting

with Le Due Tho ” he said.
“Thieu . can say what “he
wants. It is. his business.”

Asked “If I should put a
gun to your head and force
you-to choose between a din-
ner with Thieu and one with
Le Duc Tho, whom would
you choose?”” Kissinger- re-
fused to answer. H

1\7}155 Fallaci then asked if
he liked Tho.

“yes,” Kissinger replied,
“T found he is a dedicated
man, very serious, Very
strong, and always cour-
teous and polite. Sometimes
very hard, difficult to deal
with, but this is something
for which I have alwaysre-
spected him . .. naturally
our relations have always
been very professional, but I

sensed much kindness Wlth-
in him.
Joking

“H is true, for example,
that: sometimes we even suc-
ceeded in joking. We used:i to
say that one day I would
teach international relations
at Hanoi University and he

would teach Marxism-Lenin-
ism at Harvard, I would say
that our relation
good.”

Could he say th
about Thieu, Miss
asked. )

“Also with Thieu, my rela-
tions have been good . . .
‘before,” he said. Reminded
that the South Vietnamese
‘had said they did nof part
the: hest of friends, Kissinger
added that they did not nec-
essarily share the g§same
v1eﬁ?pomts “Let’s say we
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parted allies, Thieu and 1.”

Kissinger said about deal-
ing with Thieu: ““I still have
something to do. I have not:
finished .at-all. And I do not
feel powerless. I don’t feel
dlscou aged at all.”

He 'said it was “useless for
Thieu to ask you of the press
to define the pointson whlch
we do not agree. e

“Tt is so useless That I
don’t even get nervous about
it. On the otherhand, I am
not the type that lets himself
be pulled by emotions. Emo-
tions.are useless, least of all
do ‘they help in reachlng a
peace settlement.’
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In a section of the inter-
view: dealing with his
sonal v1ews of power, B’

a ladies’ man and hi
ture, Kissinger made
points:

@ ‘“‘Pursuing power,

electoral campaigns
Pres1dent 'leon showe

evegg,g plck.ng me.
- do 5 know of many
ars, among the very many I
have met, who would have
the courage to send their as-

sistant to Peking without|iet-.
ting anyone else know if. I

do not know many o her
eaders who would leave the'
negotla’mons with North Viet-
nam up to their assistant.’”
o Spinoza and Kant, not
Machavelli or Mettern ,ch
inf enced him most

lifhe - opening to™ i

The Amemcans love this m-
mensely

all 'gtune on his horse,
nothing else. Perhaps

In sum, a Western.”
(Miss Fallaci: ““I see.
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necessarily coura-

geous .
‘“not
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geows,, but doing .every-
thing alone. .

“This romantic and “sur-
prising character suitsjmes
because being alone has a} !
ways been part of my style,
or, if you wish, of my tech-
nique.”)

e He was not “embar-
rassed” by this playboy rep-
utation in dealing with Le
Duc Tho, Chou En-lai and
Mao Tse-tung because”4it
“has bheen, and is, useful

. in reassuring people, {o
show them that I am not a
museum piece.”

@ His reputation as “ala-
dies’ man’ is “‘partly exag-
gerated but in part it"is
true.” But women don’t play
a main role in his life. *For
me, women are only amus-
ing, a hobby. Nobody spends
too much time on a hobby.”

He prefels being with his
two“ehildren as often as his
busy schedule permits. He
may get married again, but
“You know, when one is g
serious as I am, to coe§
with someone else and -
vive that existence is very
difficult.”

@ He is unlikely ever to
go back to teaching at Har-

vard: because ‘‘there are
more . interesting things to
do.” He hasn’t made any de-
cision yet ‘““as to whethenio
quit this job. I like it very
‘much, did you know that?*
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