Washinston Post

2 Viet Sides Inch to Acc

NOV 121972

Thomas W. Lippman
! Washington Post Staff Writer
SAIGON, Nov. 12 (Sunday)—Pxesment
NguyJen’ Van Thieu and his advisers mow
expect to be successful in their opp051t1011
to maJox parts of the draft peace agree-
ment worked out by Washington and Hanm
according to authoritative sources in the
Saigon government,

High ranking officials who were bueied
on the negotiations by Thiew’s staff in prep-
aration for the arrival of White House rep-
resentative Gen. Alexander Haig were told
that. most likely a cease-fire would be _de-
clared soon.- But they were also told it
would not include any political program
affecting the structure of the '§outh Viet-
namese government.

Haiz, who arrived here Friday tm two
days of talks with Thieu and his top ad-
visers, is scheduled to leave for Wéshing-
ton''today. Although there was no firm in-
formation about the substance of these dis-
cussions, it is widely believed heré; that
they dealt more with timing and p]:a;mmd
for the cease-fire than with nedotbatmns on
substantive issues. o B

[Sdigon government sources wme quoted
by vme agenetes as saying that Thieu has

See SAIGON, A26, Col. 1
\AIM)\ me H

draztwd a letter ‘Tor ,*Lesrdem
Nixen whu.h is believed to be
a reply to Mr. Nt maséacs
urging 'lhicu 10 ageept 1 pléace
settlement.] s
Government officials whose
vositions require that they be
informed -about the negotia
tions were assured hy Thieu's
aidés that the United States is
not Aryving 1o forece South Viet-
nam to gecept a'simultanesus
political agreement that it'sin-
cerely finds unpalatable, the:
sources said. Civilian officigls'
have been instructed to 'goi
ahegd with their preparations:
for ;a cease-fire, according o
reliable informants. but ‘here;
has’ been ng suggestion. either |
before Haig's ‘arrival on Fri-|
day’ or since,  that Saigon
to a political settlement to!
to ‘& . political " setflement’ ito !
which it F R
partl\}. PO A HoiLeralg
The same deseription of {he'
likely outcome has been pro-

i

vidéd in scparate conversa
Uonp by South Vietnamese
- militery commanders in the
field.

It is substantially different
from the nine point settlement
angpunced by Hanoi, which
woiﬁd tie a ceasefire 10 a
pr nged political program
that would allowthe National,
Liligration Front - &yd non[
Communist opposition gmups«
to ‘participate In orgagizing
new, elections in South Viet-

nam, . o |
The big queatxoh is whethem

North Vietpam would accept a|

setflement sugh as that) bemg}

outlined here,.it weuld denyi

the Commu at e

‘while, the politich

thag h“u been”

objectives.

Many i
. and South Vi-the headl
Titical circles resentful at re-

cprincipal
w\'é\ll«placEd U8
fetnamhese soutces ‘believe’ thati
‘mnv x'-mgm
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fwt 'he LJ S. out of the war, as
tumoi reports have indicated,
ey need a cease-fire
~their military
WS, intelligence
elieve, - -then. ‘the
amese might bg
k off from some
points. On the!
the Lommumsta

wants his coming
n next Jan. 20 toy
iti of i
R0

of military hard-
lware to South Vietmam, thej
leditorial  said, President{
'Nxxon ‘wanted to show North
Vxetn,xm that the United
Staws is ready to cope with
lany change in the situation. Ifi
‘North Vietnam negotiates seri-|
‘ouslyr there will be peace. But
if North Vietnam remains ob-
(durate, the U.S. will continue
‘the war.”

The commentary did not'
give its source for the asser-|
Hon that “the U.S. will con-|
tinue the war.”

There seemed to be less as-
surance in a report last night
in the newspaper Tin.Song..
rontrolled by one of Thieu's
slosest advisers.

‘the U.S. Navy is moving mine

2q | hausted but still fiery enemy.
i-| North Vie
i-|and a minimum of patience b i

ia PR

ruglaris, tl

One prominent story bore:
ne, “Victnamese po-
‘nort American helicop-|
¥ iR g 1

that

: R
01‘ \oz Ln Vietnam,”

Commenting on reports tha:

sweeping | equipment into the
Pacific, apparently in prepars
tion for removing U.S, mines
{from North Vietnam's harbors,
Tin Song said;

“The bombing and mining
of North [Vietnam is the onls
weapon -of the U.S. to bargain
slwith North Vietnam. To aban |
“|don this measure is lke tying
the hands behind one's back
while fighting with an ex

tnam is exhausted

the U.S. in the five last mir-,
utes of the war is enough ts,
reach a S¢ ttlement in honor ts!
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Thieu Reported Ready
*T6 Sign Draft Accord

News Dispatehes

Nov. l1—President,
South Vietnam has
sign a cease-fite.
agreement in ceremonies that:
will take place before Nov. 2i
the Paris| newspaper France
Soir reported today. )

In a digpatch from its Sai
gon correspondent, Marcel Gi
¢ paper said that
Thieu had decided to take thi~
step the day after Presiden!
Nixon’s reelection and before
the arrival in Saigon of Gen.

From
PARIS,
Thieu of
agreed {¢

Alexandery Haig, Mr. Nixon's
special envoy.
Giuglaris, who accurately

the cease-fire an-
1t last month, sals

predicted
nounceme

that the document would be
signed by Washington, Saigon,
Hanol and tife Vietcong

In exchange for Saigon’s

,agreement to sign the docu-

iment, Somih Vietnam would
receive two-thirds of a $7 hil-
lion U.S. eid program for In-
dochinese redonstraction, with
only a third egrmarked for

North Vietnm W d!spatch
said.

p&her

The » CAbaL Jhe
United States told:Thies he
was free not to sign e dreft
agreement, to- which: he bax:

States would sign it wixh ﬂﬂ
nol, and Thieu WO\M
firiance his own war. .

Thieu also got Amqw:nnms-
surances that nefther.the So-
. viet Union nor China'would fi-
nance or aid Hapol tp. con-
tinue the war # Selgol ac
reepted the draft agreement,
France-Solr zaid.

“The opposition of The
{ South Vietnamese goverpment'
has ended,” Giuglaris " gaid;’

| “President Thieu . hesitated

but. after several visits from
U.S. Ambagsador Bunker and
the reelection of President;
Nixon, he chese to accept. © |

+ The paper ‘said that: US
bombmg of North Vietnam
would probably end next
week.



