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Thaz‘ Eluszve Peace Some Quesz‘Ions ana

By BERNARD GWERTZMAN
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Nov.ql0, !
More than two weeks have|
passed since President Nixon's'
chief adviser on

. foreign policy,
News

. Henry A. Kissing-
Analysis  er, said “peace is

] at hand” in V1et-|
nam. The Admin-i

istration remains optimistic

but a settlement has so far

remained elusive. The follow-

ing is an effort to sort out
what is known about the cur-|

rent situation: L

Q. What is the back-
ground to the present
activity?

A, iMr. Kissinger and Le Duc!
Tho,  Hanoi’s chief negotiator,
agreed early last month on a,
nine-point draft agreement,
which“Washington says needs’
some additional work, which:
Hanoiisays should have been
signed on Oct. 31, and “which
Saigon . is unhappy about.

' Q. What is being done to l
resolve these differences?
A. Gen. Alexander M. Haig:

Jr., Mr. Kissinger's «deputy, is:

in Saxgon to press President,

Nguyen:Van Thieu to drop his,

objections. And Mr. K1ssmger?

his bags packed, is hopmg to:
meet Mr. Tho once again, may-
be ds soon as next week, to.
wrap up-the agreement.

Q. Has Hanoi actually
said that Mr. Tho would
meet Mr. Kissinger for ad-
ditional negotiations?-

A. Not publicly. But North
Vietnam has apparently hinted'
—through an interview with,
Xuan 'Dhuy, the leader of its
delegation in Paris, in The New
York Times and through dip-
lomatic “channels—that it will
agree to one more -meeting so
long as’ the United States
doesn’t try to back out again.

Q. Did the Administra-
tion Teally go back on an
agreement to sign by Oct.

* 31, as Hanei charge‘s.

A. Complete information is
still lacking. Mr. Kissinger says
no, but acknowledges at the
same time that the Administra-
tion had made “a major effort”
to meet the Oct. 31 deadline. It
proved impossible, he said, to
resolve everything in so short

It brought forth a conciliatory
plan on Oct. 8 in Paris and in-
sistedfthat it be signed"hy, the
end of the month.

Q. What effect did ‘fhe
elections have on Mr. Nix-
‘on’s decision not to meet
Hanal’s deadline?

A. Obviously Mr. Nixon
would have been delighted to
have a solid agreement in time
for Election Day, but by Oct. 22
he hadydecided there were too
many holes in the accord to
risk signing it without one final
negotiating session. Mr. Nixon
clearly did not want to have

the agreement run into a sterm.
—5.444_.____‘

CINBRICERTBRLRE eve of elec--

|tions.

%Q..Does this meam the
President - deliberately de-

! cided not to sign before

Election Day?

A. Not, exactly. What * hap—
pened, according to all” ac-
counts; -seems to be this: On
Oct. 22; Mr. Nixon told Hanoi
that another- negotiating ses-
sion was needed:wEfforts were
beingsmade through diplomatic
channels. to arrange such:a ses-
sion whén Hanoi, -on: Oct. 26,
broadcast the outline ;of the
mne point accord and demand-

there were no negotiations be-
tween Oet. 26 and Oct. 31;

from the Administration’s point
of view there was no sense in

the'last week before elections.
- Q. Why did Hanoi pub-.
lish the agreement and
why did it get-so angry
over the Oct. 31 deadline?
A, Hanoi does. not trust the
United States, and may. have
felt that Mr. Nixon was trying
to back out of the agreement
while leaving the impression
with the American people that
an accord was close at hand.
By publishing the accord, Ha-
noi”was, in a sense, fo“rcmg

| the” Administration to jsay pub-

licly what it thought rébout the
agreement
Q. And what does the

Administration thmk about

it?

A. Mr. Kissinger on OCct. 26
said’ that the United States
basifally stands by the draft
agreement and still hopes to
sign it after remaining details

a time.
Q. Why did Hanoi set
Oct. 31 as a deadline? ;
= The best diplomatic
guessmg, is that Hanoi, Teading
the polls accurately, was con-
vinced Mr Nixon would be re-
elected”"'and decided o * deal!
with- Hhim before the—Nov. 7
election;rather thanafterwards.

I'are resolved.

Q. What “details”
most pressing?

"A. Mr. Kissinger wants the
international control- group to
be in place on-the:iday the
cease-fire begins to.reduce the
chances’ bf 18st-minute grab-
bing-of land 4nd assassination

are

ggbham the United StatéS sign’ _
|| by Oct. 31. The effect wasithat

trying to rush negotiations in|

as the Vietcong tries to widen

its area of control.

wants -Hanei--to.~a:
th@ ‘the accord doe,
Saigon " to” particip
“colition ‘governmen
Communists and

something anathema 'to Mr.

Thieu, These proble
along with others
Kissinger was in Sa
Oct. 18 to 23 trying
Thieu to drop his ob
the accord. :

Q. Why is Mr.
afraid of last-minu
ing? .

A. While he was
according to a key
received up-to-date i
that ‘Hanoi had told
to open attacks as s
cease-fire began. Thi

Washington and was
of “the delay in signing the

agreement.
Q. What are Mr.

objections? And how sig-

nificant are they?

A Mr. Thieu is in
opposed to any

short of total victory. Specifi-

cally, he wants all N
namese troops withdy

South Vietnam to match the

total American withd.
the United States'ha

Thieu that Hanoi can
pected to surrende
negotxatl L
not lost on the

Th1eu should settl
than even chance b
cally and militarily
Communists.

have a chance to

military support, o
an attempt by Wa
to provide a rati

North Vietnam has
seek a political ins
military victory in S

when Mr.

ntelligence
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Thus ‘in Washington view, Mr.

agreement giving him a: better

Q. Does Mr. Thieu really_;. ;

without direct” A

“selling out’” Mr. Thieu?”
Al Only time will tell. The

Unitéd States  belie
Eemded to

He also - g

ms arose;
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namy ¢ r~beeause ~:1t§3 mmain-force
units have been battered since
it launched its offensive. last
spring. What is unKhown is
how much political “strength

igon from
to get Mr.
ections to

issinger

e fight- the Communists can® muster,
in Saigon ,and whether the  non-Com-
ficial he imunists in South Vietnam can

unite ‘around Mr. Thieu or an-
other leadér to keep power|
away from them. Militarily,
South Vietnam is believed in
relatively good shape, bolstered
by last-minute m]ectlons of up-
to-date aircraft - and other
military equipment.

Q. What if Mr. Thieu
cont:n:x;s to refusé to l
sign ill Washington go
ahead Without him? g
A. The Administration’s line

is that it will not be “stam-

peded” into an accgﬁd by Hanoi
not “deflected” from one by
Saigon. In a word, yes. But the
Administration believes that, in
the end, Mr. Thieu will come
along. He knows, and he knows
the United' States knowé: he
knows, that he cannot stay in
power long without economic,
political and limited military
suppott from the United States
(all*alibtwed by the agreemént).

Q What’s the best guess

;' on the timing of an agree-

ment"

A. Mr Kissinger. says it will
1txake several weeks once JHamm
€ n i resumles talks with him. It is
r it this*“ | possible by Thanksgiving, more
hington | |probable by Christmas, and
ale for ’v1§tually a certainty by Inaugu—
ration Day, officials here say.
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