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| Gaseon *Nofij—Whlle Ha.|
lnox continues to push mihtary
i supplies down thlough North|
Vietnam and along the Ho Chi;
Minh Trail in Laos, U.S. mtel-’
ligence sources here- report
there has been “no significant
movement of major .units”
across the Demilitarized Zone
into South Vietnam recently.

These sources discounted re-'
ports from Washington last:
weekiclaiming that Hanoi had,
sent a\fresh armored regiment
with akout 100 tanks and 100]
personnel carriers!
across the buffer zone. into:
South Vieknam’s northernmost
province. \(7 ~7~ ) ;

According to intelligence:
sources here, a North Vietnam-
ese armored unit, apparently
including about'3 00 men and
72. tanks, has moved south-
ward within - North Viefnam.
But its current position is still
“well above” the DMZ, accord-
ing to these sources. g

News reports from Washing-
ton last Saturday, citing senior
U.S. military advisers as the
source, said that the armor
had -already moved across the
DMZ into South,u “¥ietnam’s
Quangtri Province.
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T‘ROOTS From Al

'Ihese reporgs appeared at
the same; tife;as: the full di-

mensions: nf the U.S. effort to [

-.rush .additional arms to South
Vietnam prior to any cease-:
fire became known.

The Pentagon has made °

known that it is sending 120
F-5 fighters borrowed from
South Korea, Taiwan and Iran
and about 32 C-130 transports
to' bolster the SouthVietnam-
ese air force. *

The Defense Department is
also sending, over the next
several weeks, as many as 90
A-37 fighter-bombers, light at-
tack jets which are the back-
bone of the South Vietnamese

jwhere the bulk of the North
1Vietnamese forces are concen-
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it to ,massjve .def1dl ‘bombard-
ment for little military qam

Many- Tanks Lost 5z
While there are no 1e11ab1e
figures on the number of
North Vietnamese . ; .tanks
knocked out during Hanoi's
seven-month-old offensive,
military sources estimate that
as many as 650 of the’esti-
mated 750 tanks brought-south
»by Hanoi were probably de-
stroyed, mostly by air strikes.

Hanoi may want to strengthen
its position near Laos and the
DMZ or that it may seek to

South just before a cease-fire
is actually agreed to, hoping
to reduce the chance of heavy
losses due to air attack. -

On the other hand, U.S. in-

Another possibility is that|

slip armored units into the|

telligence source here said
earlier that thetre were indica-
tions in September and early

ready alerted at least some of|
its units in South Vietnam’s
northernmost provinces—

trated—that they might be
pulled out as part of a fortn-
coming cease-fire.

The Thieu government in
the South has demanded with-!
drawal of all North Vietnam-
ese forces as part of any set-

tlement There are some:indi-

catmns that a private agree-

ment on this point mVOIvmg
may be in the making or may
may be inthe making or may
already have been reched be-
tween the United Qtatec and
North Vietnam.

Meanwlule, flghtmg contm-

at a 1educed rate from last
week,

U.S. B52 bombers ca,;'&zaue
to ~fly. dozens:* of i
agamst Commumst
routes” and . storage *’aiﬁas
around the DMZ, but military
analysts here view the ov'ermll
level of fighting in the South
as remaining at a-low level.

Yesterday, Communist initi-

ﬁues in South ‘hetnam though

" air force. The U.S. Air.Force
has also begun turmng over all
of its remaining A-1 propeller-
driven planes in Thailand to
South Vietnam.

“'Sdme observers here” specu-
1até that’ the miovement of “an
armored unit across the huffer
zone at this time would expose

ated incidents reported by the
South - Vietnamese fell: to
about 65, roughly half the
number announced about 10
days ago when maneuvering
began as a result of a cease-
fire the Communists expected
on Oc% 31,

e

October that Hanoi had al.|




