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Examiner Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — A new
buildup of Communist forces
in South- Vietnam may
present another obstacle to
President Nizon’s efforts to
achieve a Vietnam cease-
fire.

The increase of North
Vietnamese troops over the
weekend occurred in an
area where Administration
officials were hoping to
achieve a token withdrawal
of Communist troops that
might satisfy President Ngu-
yen Van Thieu of the Saigon
government.

According to U.S. officials,
one stumbling block to the
agreement between Wash-
ington and Hanoi has been
Thieu's opposition to a pro-
posed cease-fire that would
permit more than 145,000
North Vietnamese forces to
remain in South Vietnam.

U.S. officials said efforts
were being made to achieve
an ‘‘unwritten” agreement
with Hanoi that it remove at
least 35,000 troops from
northern South Vietnam.

Northern Area

During the weekend, how-
ever, defense officials re-
ported a buildup of Commu-
nist forces in the northern
section, under control of Ha-
noi forces since last spring’s
offensive.

Moving into Quang Tri
Province were 100 tanks and
100 armored personnel car-
riers of a North Vietnamese
armored regiment. Two oth-
er rifle regiments were de-
ployed just west of -Saigon

by Hanoi, defense officials
said. ) i
Also being moved into

South Vietnam were Com-

munist artillery
craft units.
Meanwhile,

and antiair-

Communist

ground troops continued as-

saults in Laos,
scheduled to
cease-fire unde

which is also

achieve a

r the pro-

posed U.S.-North Vietnam-

ese accord.
Fighter

Jets

At the same time, defense
officials said they could see

no provocationk

v the United

States in the rapid buildup
of Saigon’s jet fighter force.

More than 120

‘have been “borr

F5 fighters
owed” from

U.S. allies to ke rushed to

South Vietnam.

According to Defense Sec-

retary Melvin
buildup would

Laird, the

enhance the

chances of a negotiated set-

tlement rather
it.
Radio Hanoi, I

than hinder

owever, has

attacked Washington’s effort

to increase the

South Viet-

namese air force.

Pentagon offi¢

denied reports
emergency builc
quired because
caught by surp:
cease-fire prop
planned accord

hibit intreductic

weapons, but wi

ials have
that the
lup was re-
Laird was
rise on the
osal.. The
would pro-
n of new
buld permit

replacements.
Administration  officials
contend the extira planes
were needed to persuade
Thieu to support the pro-
posed cease-fire, The addi-
tional planes, however,
would be of litfle immediate

help to Thieu. South Viet-
nam lacks the trained pilots
and mechanics needed to op-
erate what is already one of
the largest air forces in the
world




