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President Nixon spent
the last few moments of
his re-election campaign
last night defending him-
self against Senator
George McGovérn’s
charge that he has de-
ceived the American peo-
ple about the prospects
for a settlement in Viet-
nam. :

In a five - minute nation-
wide television statement,
Mr. Nixon said he has
achieved a ‘“breakthrough’
in the negotiations and that
both Hanoi and the United
States have agreed on a
cease - fire, a return of all
prisoners of war, and a po-
litical settlement under
which “the people of South
Vietnam will determine
their own future.”

Mr. Nixon said there re-
main ‘“‘some details that we
are insisting still be worked
out’ because he wants to be
certain “that this will not be
a temporary peace but a
peace that will last.”
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But he said he is “com-
pletely confident’”” that he
will soon reach an agree-
ment “which will end the
war in Vietnam.”
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“You can help achieve
that goal,” he told his audi-

ence: “By your votes, you |

can send a message to those
with whom we are negotiat-
ing and to the leaders of the
world that you back the
President of the United
States as he insists that we
seek peace with honor and
never peace with surren-
der.”

Mr, Nixon’s strategists
have  insisted that neither
they “nor the President are
worried about McGovern’s
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last - minute charges. But
the President’s decision to
devote the bulk of his final
statement, last night 10" the
peace issue ‘suggested ‘that
he was-anxious, if onlyasa
to make sure
that McGovern’s complaint
did not deprive him of the
overwhelming triumph he
Sseeks and anticipates today.

Mr. Nixon did not talk
about any other issues in
any detail last night, assert-
ing his' belief that: the
choices have already been
vividly displayed to the vot-

rs. Quoting a statement

at he had made more than
two months ago, he said that
l‘This is the clearest choice
hat;Americans have proba-
bly- had for President in this
century.”

| White House press secre-
ﬂary Ronald L. Ziegler, said
Mr. Nixon spent the final
‘ qay of the campaign in staff
meetings with Henry A. Kis-
s;inger, his national security
a}dviser, and John D. Ehr-
lichman, his chief adviser on
omestic affairs.
_|His mood was described

alm and positive.”
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