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Ambassador Xuan
Thuy, the leader of North
Vietnam’s delegation to
the peace talks here, has
signaled willingness for
another session of negotia-
tions for a cease-fire, pro-
vided the United States is
“serious.”

In an interview Saturday,
Thuy said:

“At present, we are de- |

manding that the Americans
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honor the agreement a\ﬁd
sign.” “
“But,” he continued, ‘“‘we
do not have a rigid attitude
about another meeting. The
question is seriousness.”
He also said that if, after
- another “‘final” round of
" talks requested by Henry A.
Kissinger, President Nixon’s
, national securityadviser,
“the U.S. agrees and then
proposes more changes, it
would be very difficult to
settle things.”
TEXT
Thuy read passages from
an English-language text
that he said was the mes-
sage sent by President Nix-
on to Premier Pham Van
Dong on October 20. One ex-

cerpt said, “The U.S. side

appreciates the good will
and serious attitude of the
DRVN (North Vietnam).
The text of the agreement
- can now be-considered com-
" plete.”

The second passage set
the date of October 31 for
signing the agreement in
Paris. Thuy also gave the
text of a passage from the
reply of Pham Van Dong,
sent on October 22, acknowl-
edging the U.S. message and
accepting formal signature
“exactly on Oct. 31, 1972.”

“We don’t believe in diffi-
culties (raised) .by Saigon,”
Thuy said, evidently refer-
ring to Mr. Nixon’s state-
ment that the agreement re-
quired ‘“‘clarification’ and to
reports that some points in

the document drawn up by
Kissinger and Hanoi’s chief

negotiatior, Le Duc Tho,re- |

quired clearance with Presi-
dent Nguyan Van Thieu of
South Vietnam.
STATEMENT

In the beginning section of
the unsigned agreement,
Thuy said, there is an ex-
plicit statement that ‘‘the
U.S. side acts with the con-
currence of the Saigon ad-
monistration.”

In the private meetings,

. according to Thuy, the U.S.

“always said it was negoti-
ating on behlf of Saigon,
t00.”” Washington’s willing-
ness to accept the agree-
ment, Thuy said, meant to
the North Vietnamese ‘that
“it was fully authorized to
do so0,” and that the U.S. ac-
ceptance of the timetable for
signature to be followed by a
cease-fire: 24 hours lafer
meant “that the U.S. got the
aoveement of Saigon.”

The North Vietnamese del-
egate avoided saying pre-
cisely what Hanoi wauld
take as a sign that*the U.S.
is now ‘‘serious’ about an
agreement. But he made a
number of points that ap-
peared to. respond to the is-
sues that Washington has
raised publicly or provided
as background to the news
media.

WITHDRAWAL

On the issueof North Viet-
namese forces in South Viet-
nam, Thuy said that “the
U.S. has agreed to drop the
question.””  Pressed on
whether that was an explicit

agreement or whether Kis--

singer simply stopped talk-
ing about these forces, Thuy
avoided a direct answer.

But he made it clear that
an essential factor in mak-
ing agreement possible was
American abandonment of
any demands for North Viet-
namese withdrawal. Subtly
and allusively, however, he
hinted that this could take
place as a result of negotia-
tions on ‘‘reductions of
forces” between Saigon and
the Viet Cong.

Thuy called attention fo

the section of the agreement

providing for these engotia-
tions ““in a spirit of national
concord, compatible with
the post-war situation.”
“The agreement says that
the . international commis-
sion will be established im-
mediately after signature,
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so the Americans |have to
sign first. And then iit will
take office immediately.”
The outline of the agree-
ments, as published by Ha-
noi, had appeared| to indi-
cate that a control commis-
siion could not begin func-
tioning until it had [been set
up by an international con-
ference, to be convoked 30
days after the cease-fire.
Thuy’s remarks indicated
that the full agreement pro-
vided for the commission to
start installing itself in
South Vietnam as soon as

there was a formal signa- -

ture. .
DMZ

On the demilitarizLd zZone,
a question raised *xrgently
by Saigon but so far not
raised publicly by -Washing-
ton:  Thuy confirmed Sai-
gon’s statements t}lat the
agreement did not mention
the zone.

He said, however. that
there was provisionlfox“the"' .
zone in a passage in which -
the parties “agreed to abide
by the fundamental princi-
ples of the 1954 Geneva Acs
cords. ' S

He pointed out that the .
1954 accords set up the zone
as a “military demejlr-cation
line” for the purpose of re-
grouping forces after the
French IndoChina War,

They state explicitly that the

line “is not to becoTe a po-

litical boundary.”

Saigon
here have pointed 6ut-that
this pravision opens the
question of South Vietnam’s
right to sovereignty and to
the conversion of its| border
with North Vietnam |into an
international frontier.

Thuy made mno |further
comment, but it seemed
likely that this was a major
drafting  “ambiguity’” to
which Mr. Nixon was refer-
ring. Hanoi has longlaccepv
ed that the reunification pro-
vided for in the Geceva
pacts was for the relatively

representatives

cdistant futtue, and-that inde-

pendent regimes will contin-
ue in:North and South Viet-
nam for a number of years.
He listed the | major
changes in the U.S. position
reflected in the agreement.
“If the U.S. had accepted
those points in 1969 ,he
said, “we would have ac-
cepted conditions like the
present ones.”
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“Peace could have come
in 1969, Thuy said, contra-
dicting Kissinger’s recent
statement that until October
8 of this year, Hanoi had
been unwilling to accept a
cease - fire and leave details
of a political settlement for
later negotiations among
Vietnamese.

CHANGES

The changes, he said,
were these: “‘In 1969, Nixon
insisted on withdrawal of

_North Vietnamese troops

and refused to withdraw all
U.S. troops, advisers, and
military personnel. He ref-
used- to recognize the Na-
tional Liberation Front and
demanded that it submit to
the Saigon administration,
That (the Thieu govern-
ment) is a creation of the
17.S., but Nixon said it was
the only legitimate regime

. in South Vietnam. That con-

stituted an obstacle to settle-

ment.”
Now, in the unsigned
‘.agreement, Thuy said the

U.S. had accepted:

oTo withdraw all Ameri-
can troops, advisers and
military personnel.

@ ““To recognize the reali- -
ties of two administrations
and two armies” in South
Vietnam.

To recognize *‘the exist-
ence of the Provisional Rev-
olutionary Government (in
South Vietnam) as well as of
the Republic of Vietnam.”

uPRINCIPLE .

He made clear that, for
Hanoi, the question of what
is called ‘the allegations
about North Vietnamese
forces” in the South is a
matter of basic principle.
“The U.S. is the only ag-
gressor in South Vietnam,”
he said. “and in hombing
the North.”

“We have always rejected
thesse allgations and the
principle of  aggrssion
against South Vietnam by
North Vietnamese troops.”



