NIXON PRETENDED
10 BE NEAR PEACE

i —NOV— 1972
Charges That Talk of Pact
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CHICAGO, Nov. 3——Senator
George McGovern charged to-
night that President Nixon had
only “pretended” to be near a
negotiated settlement of the
Vietnam war. He said the Presi-
dent’s actions were part of a
re-election strategy based on
“cruel political deception.”

The Democratic Presidential

nominee, using blunt and at
tun,es bitter language, declared
in a nationally televised address
thatyMr. Nixon had “closed the
idoor {to peace once again” by
refusing to accept without re-
finement the settlement that his
own Administration had nego-
tiated with North Vietnam.
Ina hastily arranged response
to the President’s campaign
telecast last night, Senator Mc-
Govern took issue with Mr.
Nixon’s statement that further
negotiations were necessary to
clear up “details” of the agree-
ment that Hanoi had proposed
signing on Tuesday.

. ‘A Fatal Breakdown’
“That was no arbitrary dead-
line, as Mr. Nixon pretended
last night,” Mr. McGovern as-
serted. “It was an agreed upon
deadline, set by both sides to-
.gether. And now it hasipassed.

“Anhd there has been .no
ma]oT breakthrough’ for peace;
as Mr. Nixon also pretended
last-night. Instead, there has
been a fatal breakdown on the
central issues and now this
chance for, an--agreement is
gone.”

Mr. McGovern said that Dr.

WAL Kissinger, Eghe Presi-
dengnatxonal security adviser
and the principal United States
negotiator, had agreed with
North Vietnam on a “coalition”
to set up free elections in South
Vietnam and on a military
‘withdrawal by the 'United
|States without a mutual pullout
‘by the North Vietnamese.

“Dr. Kissinger took the
agreement to President [Nguyen
Van] Thieu of South Vietnam,”
the Senator said. “And General
Thieu said, ‘No.’” :

“Dr. Kissinger teqk the
agreement to President Nixon,
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Thus, M.’ McGoven{;e said,
“We must draw thel ' painful
conclusion that the events of
recent weeks were not a, path
to peace, but a retour’ around
Election Day.”

scheduled appearances today,

rally at Michigan State Univer-
sity and a news conference in
East Chicago, Ind., to create a
block of time to v1deotape the
address here for telecast-ca the
Columbia- Broadcasting System
at 10:30 P.M. Eatsern standard
time. Mr McGovern decnied on
‘the telev151on appearance’after
having, watched the Pre51dent

last night make a televised
speech; costly about hisihopes
for peace and subsequent na-
tional i;prosperity and recon-
|ciliation. S

s{technicians and electncal en-
gineers.:

Mr.s, McGovern parblcularly
challenged Mr. Nixon’s conten-
tion that a settlement awaited
only the rephrasing of some of
the ‘“details” of the pending
agreement.

“The President may say
peace, -peace—but there is' no
peace and there never was,”
Mr. McGovern charged. “For it
is not the details, but the cen-
tral issues, that are still in dis-
pute.”

Mr. Nixon and Dr. Kissinger
have said that a tripartite ar-
rangement under which- the
South Vietnamese, the Vletcong
and neutrals would seek elec-
tions: under the supervision of
an international group did‘not
amount to a “coalition” gawern-
ment. ;The English and, Vietnam-
ese.la,nguage descnptmns of the.
tripartite group constitute one
of the “details” that the Unlted
States g ‘seeking -to-clarif ;ﬁg

ssertion. Challenged

But Mr. McGovern said-that,
in-his- view, the President’s:as-
sertion last night that theidraft
settlement would be- heldsmp
until all pending issues were
resolved was tantamount’ to
conceding that “he has rejected
thersettlement his own negotia-|-
tors accepted nearly a month'
ago,w

Reoalhng that Dr. K1ssmger
had said last week that peace
wasiiat  hand, Mr. McGovern
saidthat “the hand that cotild
have 31gned that peace”+Mr.
“pushed it aside.’T
“Tonight’s speech was _ungues-

.|tionably McGovern’s. harshest
1 attack to date on the Président

‘aid the Repubhcan Eca,rnpalgn
- effort g

2h0:
*In.a’ campangn “arked by
falsehood,*' “'sabotage,  secret
funds, spec1a1 interest deals

and criminal activity,” tk
ator ,said, “this is th
deceit saf-all:”

“They have played” pol;txcs
with' ‘the Justice Department
F.BT, the Supreme Cotitt and
eveﬂithe Constitution. Nowtthey
play:politics with our prisoners
and our soldiers and hi’e‘lltself
It i§ they who treat our men
like toy soldiers, to be knocked
over-by the hand that?§Hould
protect them.”

1

| | This was an apparent, allu-
sion to a Republican television
cpmmercial in which ~a~hand,
presumably Mr. McGovern’s,
akes away toy soldiers in a
depictfon of the Senator’s pro-
posed--defense budget ciifts.

“What we are seeing-in this
campaign,” Mr. McGovern.went
on, *is the manipulation of our
hope by men who know how
to get power and want to keep
it, but do not know what it is
for. In politics, there are some
things more precious than vic-
tory: One .of them is truth.
“But these men will say any-
thmg to win.”

”‘The Same Old Lies’*

The Democratic challenger
Whose campaign has been con-
sistently on the defensive,
charged that the President had
nisgé‘fced the Senator’s- views
0!
f¢
a

x reform and welfare re-
nd added: “I am tired of
nswering the same old*lies.”

The Republicans, he asserted,
“lei{say that there is peace

hen in fact it is as hlgh
5 itewas before. They will say
1at the tide has been turned

the ‘hlghest tide in history. o
. McGoren said, “The truth

&1soners df iithe
nded Ask” the
£ living
15\ un on trb. Ask yourself
if|you feel safe on a uty street
*aJ,nig‘ht.""

| “Andasask sel,ves 1f you
qally belie credible at~
tacks on the Democratic party:

1972, he urged. 1They are
p irt of the same technique of
fear and innuendo Mr. Nixon
‘has used so often  before.”

The South Dakotan said that
he had received a" telephone
call as he campaignediin Michi-
gan last 1 night - from -Charles |
Stewart of GIadstone Mich.
He said said that Mr./'Stewart |
had told him@nthat? his. son,!
Charles Jr,, an_Army. enlisted

nan, had Feen'Killed ' in Viet-
nam on the ddy” the: peace
agreement was to, have been
signed.

“Charles Stewart Jr. died for
those ‘details,”” IMir. McGovern
said. “And he wes not alone.
This. week, 22 othe‘rf"Americans
died for those same® ‘details.’
For the sake of thase ‘details’
the bombs still fall, the guns
stpll fn'e and “the temble pam
goes on.”
hqs harsh rhetoric ‘twice in the'

3&1 mxnute speech Heysaid that
he was:, ~sorry" to. usgh-it but
believed it was trie.” = 4

“I d " onot honestly™ know
whet her the blunt words I have

sa;id”“tonight will help "#i€" or
hurt;:me in this election,” he
said “later. “I do not really

care.” i
‘Judgment Day’ Ahead . |

‘Earher todgy, in Grand Rap-
ids, Mich., M. McGovern told
400 clergymen that his cam-
paign adopted Biblical and

moralistic themes because next
T esday - would be “Judgment
Day for. this country—not so
much-of two candidates, but of
ourselves and of the values and
p orities that we most want- to

forward.”

The minister’s son, who once
studied at Garrett Seminary in
Ilhpms said that he had been

chaxged with injecting moral-
ism into this campaign, almost'"
as though morality and politics
—like oil and water—dont
mix.” ¥




“BiitI would like to say to
those who question the’ mar-
riage of politics and morality,”
he said, “that it is the djvorce
that . q*ught to trouble us, not
the marriage.”

The ., Senator’s  evangelistic
remarks included a familiar ref-
erence to the Scriptural admo-
nition.to choose between/*life
and death blessing and curs-
lng )’ ¢

Confrontation Recounted

The clergymen laughed when
Mr. McGovern recalled a con-
frontation with a heckler yes-
terday in Battle Creek, Mich.,
in which he responded to a de—
tractor with a vulgarism: The
jdtor told the clergymen that
thecause of his exchange with
‘the ‘heckler he had “fully dis-
| qualified myself for any further
serviegywith, the clergy.”

Mr. Mankiewicz joked with
reporters today about the Sen-
ator’s use of the vulgarism by
explaumgi;g that, “as the Demo~
cratic'nominee, he couldn’t ver
welliSagii¥Kiss my elephant.!’

ist at the Mr. President Motor
Inn in Grand Rapids—where
he spent the right in the Robert
F. Kennedy . Suite—that he
thought “we need g little more
courtesy in this country’and I
am going™to™ practice a little
more myself.”

Mr. McGovern told onemum- :




