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Another round of negotiations between
presidential adviser Henry A. Iissinger
and North Vietnam’s Le Duc Tl%o is ex-
pected soon in Paris to try to complete
an Indochina accord, but not to sign it,
authoritative sources in Washington sald
yesterday.

-If the “modifications” the United States
wants in the present peace draft can be

" resolved in several more days of bargain-

ing in Paris, Kissinger probably will go
back to Saigon with the final draft, per-
haps after a stopover in Washington. Not
until that process is completed, according
to present planning in Washington, would
there be a formal accord ceremony.

This timetable would virtually preclude
completing the process by election day,
Nov. 7.

The United States will send neither
Kissinger nor Secretary of State William
P. Rogers to Paris Tuesday to initial the

present draft accord, or sign it, sources

in Washington said flatly yesterday. ..

Instead, it was said, the United States
will proceed with its announced plan for
further negotiations to make “six or 'sev-
en” changes in the pending nine-point
accord which was made public by North
Vietnam in summary form on Thulsday

North Vietnam’s spokesman in Paris,
Nguyen Thanh Le, said on Friday that
his government will “insist” that the ori-
ginal -agreement be signed Tuesday, as
“agreed.” Afterward, he said Kissinger
could “discuss other matters” if he wishes.

That left open the diplomatic possi-
bility of having Kissinger “initial’ the
agreement to ease the stalemate, and-then
conduct more megotiations to revise the
initialed draft, which diplomats some-
time§-do.

The Nixon administration, howevm
sees no need to take such a coureq au-
thoritative sources said yesterday,” and
White House planning is based not on
what Hanof’s spokesman says in Paris,
but on: continuing private communica_-
tions between Washington and Hanoi.
The U.S. position is that there is no need
for “initialing” at this point, b\ecause
Kissinger’s press conference on Th‘msdav
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"aff_lrmed” the accord that he
secretly negotiated with Le
Dug¢ Tho.

Despite North Vietnam’s
claims that the Oct. 31 signing
date was proposed by the
United States, the Nixon ad-
ministration contends that the
“deadline” concept was Ha-
noi’s, not Washington’s, and
the varying dates proposed
were only target dates, not ab-
solute commitments.

The White House, as custom-
ary, will not discuss in advance
when Kissinger will go to
Paris for his expected meeting
with Le Due Tho. The usual
pattern is that these projected
meetings become publicly Visi-
ble when Le Du Tho leaves
Hanm stopping off in Peking
and Moscow en route to Paris.
It is presumed that pattern
will be followed again.

Kissinger has said that hel.
expects the next negotiations
to produce the “final” accord,
and that they should be com-

pleted in “three or four days.” |

Whether that expectation is
attainable or not, however, ad-
ministration sources now em-
phasize, depends on both sides
and not just on the United
States,

Some American offlmals re-
gard that estimate as highly
optimistic. Both sides now
have had additional time to
find imprecise points or unre-
solved issues in the volumi-
nous draft text, which has
been made public only in sum-
mary form.

The agreement, in essence
disengages the United States
from the Vietnam war with a
cease-fire in Vietnam, the re-
lease of American prisoners
and the total withdrawal of
U.S. troops, leaving the Saigon

. lregime and the, Vletcong in a
continuing st1uggIe forw the
rule of South Vietnam.

One of the main revisions
the United States wants to
make is to establish a closer
link between the halt in the
fighting in South Vietnam,
and the end of warfare in ad-
joining Laos and Cambodia.
This is ambiguous in the pres-
ent draft, along with clouded
points on the three-segment
National Council of Concilia-
tion and Concord for South
Vietnam—which North Wiet-
nam calls a form of its Iong-
sought “coalition.”

1}; is possible, U.S. sources
now concede, that the . ex-
pected next single round of
Kissinger-Tho talks in Paris
may be 1nterrupted by consul-
tations in home caiptals, and
then resumed.

s aresult, no authonta’mve
cofficial source is now forecast-|
ing a total wrapup of the end-
the-war accord by Nov. 7.

owever, even with conclii-
sion of the settlement left dan-
gling over the presidential
election, the political impact
can be almost equally advanta-
geous for the Nixon admlms-
tration.

olitically, there can be mi-
nuses, as well as pluses, for
signing an accord on the Very
eve| of the election. The ad-

ministration has the -advan-
tage of having the basic.terms |
of the intended agreement to .
disengage the United +States.
from the war temptingly out
in public as a result of Hanoi’s
disclosure of the ninerpoints-
on Thursday. Although North
Vietnam’s move was a result
of its suspicions about U.S. in-
tentions, its action was a polit-
ical| windfall for the Nixon ad-

ministration.
|
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