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PARIS, Oct. 26 (AP)—Fol-
lowing, as made public in
Engilsh, is the text of the
statement delivered at the
Paris peace talks today by
the South Vietnamese dele-
gate, Nguyen Xuan Phong:

I hope that, at today’s ses-
sion, your side will join ours
in a meaningful exchange of
views on substantive matters
which are still confronting us.

In the current context, I
wish to raise the following
issues which, I am sure you
will agree with me, cannot
be dealt with in general
terms and require more de-
tailed discussions and exami-
nation. i

First of all, it is obvious
that the most urgent problem
for you as well as for us is
to find ways to put a rapid
end to the fighting. Our side
has always stated that it is
only in the silence of the
guns that all the parties con-
cerned can fully devote them-
selves to the difficult task of
searching for an over-all so-
lution to the conflict satisfac-
tory to everybody.

We regret that you have
not yet come to share this
view with us and still con-
sider it necessary to intensify
your military efforts, which,
by the way, are far from pro-
ducing the military and po-
litical effects you hope for
but only compel our side to
carry out its countermeas-
ures. This is deplorable and
uncalled for state of affairs,
and it is in the mutual inter-
est of both sides to bring an
end to it as soon as possible.

All-Indochina Truce

Our side has sought an end
to the killing through an
internationally supervised
cease-fire throughout Indo-
china, which we believe will
not cause prejudice to any
party—a cease-fire which
neither side can take advan-
tage of to promote its own
military position or to ac-
quire political gains at the
expense of the other. We
continue to believe that there
is no other more objective
and more equitable way to
conceive of the cease-fire.

Considering the nature and
various aspects of the current
hostilities, our side has tressed
the necessity to have the
cease-fire extended through-

out Indochina, covering all the
belligerent forces which are
present and ending all acts of
force in any form.

And I also think that, like
us, you are looking for a de-
finitive cessation of the hos-
tilities and not merely a
simple truce which would
lead to future conflicts more
bloody and more devastating.
This means that, to be effec-
tive, any cease-fire must in-
clude formal guarantees in-
suring its proper implementa-
tion by all the parties con-
cerned.

That is the reason why our
(Side has proposed to place
the cease-fire under interna-
tional supervision. At today’s
session, you may wish to- dis-
cuss with us details related
to the cease-fire as well as
other measures aimed at pro-
viding effective guarantees
for its implementation. Our
side is prepared to enter into
such discussions immediately.

And as we have repeatedly
said in the past, we strongly
believe that an early cease-
fire will create a beneficial
climate of détente and will
enable all the parties con-
cerned to resolve other prob-
lems of substance speedily,
free from the pressure of
the battlefield, However, an-
other  substantive - matter
which remains unsettled and
which constitutes an essen-
tial element in the mechan-
Ism of any peace plan: This
is the problem caused by the
bresence and the activities
of North Vietnamese troops
operating outside their bor-
ders.

Considering that Hanoi’s
War apparatus is reaching
deeply into Laos, Cambodia
and South Vietnam and that
the quasi-totality of North
Vietnam’s regular army is de-
ployed on the territories of
these countries, it is neces-
sary, on the military level
as well as in the political
context, that this problem re-
ceive a clear-cut answer on
your part.

The process by which we
hope to bring about an end
to the war will be unrealistic
and unworkable if your side
continues to evade this sub-
stantive question. We still
consider your past declara-
tions on this matter elusive
and. unsatisfactory.
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We very much hope that
you will spare us the ritual

reading of thesq same dec-

larations and that, at today’s
session, you will give us a
more specific indication as
to the role and the position
in the process of restoring
peace which you plan to give
to the 14 North|Vietnamese
divisions currently operating
in South Vietnam, Laos and
Cambodia, because, as I just
said a while ago, the problem
posed by (the presence and
the activities of fthese North
Vietnamese divis;ions which
are currently operating out-
side their own borders con-
stitutes an essential element
in the process of ending the
hostilities definitively and of
restoring genruinew and lasting
peace in Indochina.

Lastly, on the generally
recognized complex issue of
the South Vietnamese polit-
ical problem, I v&gsh to dwell
on various fundamental dif-
ferences which are separat-
ing your position from ours.

The problem which is fac-
ing us here, as we have re-
peatedly stated at this meet-
ing table, is that of guaran-
teeing the right of the South
Vietnamese population to de-
cide its own futLHre by itself
through democratic means
without threat or coercion of
any kind and freg from any
outside interference.

‘Issue at HandT Evaded

Although you do not cease
to pay lip service to the right
to self-determination of the
South Vietnamese popqla-
tion, the political solution
which you have put forth is
far from dealing correctly
with this right but is con-
cerned rather with the ques-
tion of power, more precise-
ly, with how you wish to
have power put in -your
hands, something which to
date you have failed to ac-
quire by the force of arms

and for which you lack popu-

lar support.

Thus, to begin with, you
have already evaded the issue
at hand and wrongly formu-
lated this South [Vietnamese
political problem.

Nevertheless, let us pro-
ceed further with|the exami-
nation of your proposed po-
litical solution:

The political process which

you are advocating begins,
first of all, with -measures
aimed at disrupting the en-
tire administrative and state
organization currently exist-
ing in South Vietnam. The
easily foreseeable conse-
quences of this would be the
neutralization of the political
forces which could exercise
an effective opposition to the
realization of your schemes.
Only under this aspect, your
political solution is already
unrealistic and unacceptable.

Recently, one of your lead-
ers in Hanoi has reportedly
said, however, that any solu-
tion to the conflict must re-
flect the realities of the sit-
uation. No one is denying
this, but your proposals un-
fortunately fail to express
the most obvious realities in
South Vietnam:

QWhat realities would give
you the right to demand that
a so-called “three-segment
government of -national con-
cord” be arbitrarily set up
and imposed on the South
Vietnamese population?

QWhat realities would
give you the right to acquire
or tow participate in power
outright before the South
Vietnamese population has
an opportunity to express it- -
self on this very question of
your political importance and
status within the national
community?

QFrom what realities do
you derive the criteria ac-
cording to which you claim
that power in South Vietnam
must be divided between this
group and that group, one
way or another, even going
so far as to fix both the
number and the relative im-
portance of the participants
in the so-called three equal
segments?

Even with the greatest ef-
fort of imagination, we really
fail to see the “realities”
which would give you the
right to consider power as
your own private property
and to dispose of it as you
please.

Realities Termed Ignored

Therefore, the process
which you have put forth for
the settlement of the South
Vietnamese political problem
in no way reflects the reali-
ties of the situation as you
claim. Furthermore, it does
not even comply with the



Peace Talks

most elementary rules of the
democratic game and, above
all, it does not provide ef-
fective guarantees for the
strict respect of the right to
self-determination of the
South Vietnamese people.
Besides, you must admit
that we have good reasons to
be skeptical of your proposed
political solution for it re-

sembles so strangely the "

now-too-well-known irrevers-
ible process used by the Com-
munists to seize power in
many countries in the world.

Our delegation has pre-
sented here many times the
position of the Government of
the Republic of Vietnam on
this South Vietnamese politi-
cal problem and your side is
already aware of the princi-
ples which guide our thinking
and conduct in the search for
a solution satisfactory to the
parties concerned on this
matter.

I think I only need to re-
affirm once more today that,
for us, the South Vietnamese
political problem is that of
guaranteeing strict respect
for the right of the South
Vietnamese population to de-
cide by itself its own future
through democratic means
free from any threat or coer-
cion under whatever form
and without any outside in-
terference from whatever
source. It is not, as you want
us to believe, the problem of
power and of how to set up
and arbitrarily impose on the
South Vietnamese population
a so-called “three-segment
government of national con-
cord.”

In my declaration, I have
just commented on the pro-
posals put forth by your side
and I have raised a number
of problems which remain
unsettled. Would your side be
in a position, at today’s ses-
sion, to make positive con-
tributions on - how these
outstanding issues may be
resolved in a satisfactory
manner for all the parties
concerned?

In the current context of
events, now more than ever,
it is time for you to join your
efforts to ours in the urgent
task of restoring a just and
lasting peace not only in
Vietnam and in the countries
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of the Indochinese peninsula -

but in the whole of Southeast
Asia.




