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By FLORA LEWIS *
Special to The New York T!meva:v:

PARIS, Oct. 26—North Viet-
namese and Vietcong delegates
here demanded today that'the
United States observe what
they said was a firm agreetnent
to'sign a Vietnam cease-fife in
Paris next Tuesday, Oct. 31.

Nonetheless, they said. they
would be back again; mext
Thursday for the 165th session
of the formal Paris conference
on Vietnam. Hanoi’s chief dele-
gate, Xuan Thuy, avoided a
question whether private nego-
tiations would continue - with
the United States if the draft
agreement were not signed as
it stood.

“Wait and you will see,” he
said, grinning broadly.

He conducted a news con-
ference personally after the
formal session, instead of leav-
ing it to his spokesman. The
only other time he has done
that was on the.announcement
of an agreement halting the
bombing of North Vietnam on
Oct. 31, 1968.

Earlier today, the Hanoi radio
broadcast a Government state-
ment that said that the United
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States’and North Vietnam had
agreed in Paris on a cease-fire.
to be signed in Hanoi and Paris |
this month. It reported what it

peated his belief that the dif-
ficulties were only an “Ameri-
can pretext to prolong the nego-
tiations and "to prolong the
war.” He said that the United
States and his Government had
already given “undertakings
that no change should be made:
in the agreed text of . the
agreement.” : \
Vietcong Statement @

The United States was fully
responsible for Saigon’s posi-

. tion, Mr. Thuy said, since itliad

“put the Saigon Administration
in place and represented it in,
the negotiations.” ;

Later, the Vietcong spokes-:
man, Ly Van Sau, said _t'hat hlSj
delegation had sought direct se-
cret negotiations with the
United States but that Wash-
ington had refused#®Therefore,
Re said, the National Libera-
tion Front, or .Vietcong, had
agreed that North Vietnam and
the United States should each:
represent its ally in the South
in the talks.

The chief American repre-
sentative, William J. Porter,:
told the North Vietnamese:|
“Your decision is all the more
surprising: in the light of your
own assessment of the signifi-
cant progress that had been
achieved and since we consider
that negotiations have . 1ot
ended.” Nt

After the meeting, he said
he would have no comment on
" what he called “Hanoi’s version
of events.” ow

In his speech, Mr. Thuy said
United States refusal to sign
Oct. 31 and its request for
more negotiations “has ‘crear_ted
an extremely serious sxjguagtlog
which jeopardizes the signing’
of the agreement. He said Hanoi
and the Vietcong, which pub-
licly ‘endorsed the plan dis-
closed by Hanoi, had shown!

“maximum good faith” in nego-'

liating it.

Mr. Thuy said that when,
on Oct. 17, North Vietnam
ceached agreement with the

posal.
On priscners,| however,

said his delegation had sought
releaseé”®f all sthose  captured
jor detained by both sides. The
|Americans “wanted to gét their
fservicemen back, - #but# they
'didn’t, want to release’the peo-
ple [held] by them |or Saigon,”
Mr. Thuy $aid. “They claified
“they weren’t responsible and
that those people were the re-
sponsibility of the |Saigon ad-
ministraion.”

“To show our goodwill,” the
North Vietnamese | negotiator
continued, “we agreed that all
military and foreign civilian
personnel held on [both sides
would be returned simltane-
ously with withdrawal of
American trops and “that the
two operations would be com-
pleted on the same day.

The exchange of Vietnamese
civilians held by |each side
would be negotiated within a
90-day  period  after the
cease-fire “in order to banish
hate and in the interests of
na_’zional concord,” |Mr. Thuy
said.

Another Nixon Message

According to Mr. Thuy, after
the North Vietnamese delegates|
accepted these two points,
. President Nixon sent|a message
to Premier Pham Van Dong in
which, according to |Mr. Thuy,
he said “he appreciated the
goodwill” of North Vietnam
and confirmed that) the text
of the agreement #was con-
sidered to be completed.” Mr.
Thuy went on: “But in the
same message, he also raised
a number of complex ques-
tions.”

Mr. Thuy said that Hanoi
had replied, “clearly xplaining
its viewpoint,”. and| that on
Oct. 22, 1972, Mr. Thuy said.
‘other message expre sing “his
;Satisfaction with the explana-
ifion.” Thus, the text of the
,agreement “was completed on
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