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Hanoi Charges U.S.
‘Backing Off Pact’ ‘

Examiner News Services

"SAIGON — North Vietnam
declared today that the Unit-
ed States agreed to sign a
peace pact next Tuesday but
then backed off and asked
for further, negotiations. say-
ing it was having difficulty
getting Saigon to go along.

A nine-point agreement
was reached with Washing-
ton and Hanoi is ready to
sign it on Oct. 31, thé North
Vietnamese announcement
said. )

The agreement as an-
ncunced by Hanoi Radio
called for the withdrawal of
American troops from Viet-
nam 60 days after the treaty
was signed, during which
period American and other

-

- Democratic

prisoners of war would he
released. Hapoi said the
United States already had .
agreed to halt the|bombing
of North Vietnam| and the
mining of its harbors.

The key paragraph of the .
Hanoi announcement said:

“The governments of the
Republic of
{North) Vietnam |and the
United States have reached .
an agreement for settling of
the war in Vietnam that will
restore peace to Viefnam.”.

The statement |said the
U.S. had agreed to| the plan
in “private meetings” — an
obvious reference to the se-
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the war in Vietnam that will
restore peace to Vietnam."”

The statement said the
U.S. had agreed to the plan
in ‘‘private meetings” — an
obvious reference to the se-
cret sessions in Paris be-
tween Presidential Adviser
Henry Kissinger and Hanoi's
chief negotiator, Le Duc
Tho. _ .

It called for a cease-fire in
Vietnam within 24 hours of
the signing of a peace agree-
ment. All prisoners of the
war would be released and
all American and foreign
troops would be withdrawn
within 60 days.

Negotiations would then
begin between the Saigon
government and the Viet
Cong to arrange elections
for a coalition government.

“The government of the
. Democratic  Republic of
Vietnam firmly demands
that the U.S. government
carry out exactly and cor-
rectly the agreed upon
points and sign the agree-
ment on Oct. 31 in order to
end the war and restore
peace in Vietnam,” the
statement said.

" Hanoi ridiculed the “claim
of so - called difficulties in
Saigon,” calling it ‘“‘simply
an excuse which the U.S.
side borrows to postpone the
realization of those matters
on which the United States
has already given its prom-
ise.”

"The North Vietnamese
statément gave this account
of the recent peace negotia-
tions:

Hanoi submitted its pro
posal for a cease - fire and
election of a coalition gov-
ernment to Kissinger in Par-
is on Oct. 8, when the Amer-
icans began five days of se-
cret talks with Le Duc Tho
of the North Vietnamese
Politburo.

The United States indicat-
ed its satisfaction with the
proposal and agreed to this

‘négotiating,

‘the

timetable: bombing of North
Vietnam to stop Oct. 18, rep-
resentatives of thetwo 51des

to initial the peace agree-'

‘ment in Hanoi on Oct. 19 and
Secretary of State William
P. Rogers and Foreign Min-
ister Nguyen Duy Trinh of

North Vietnam to sign it in.

Paris on Oct. 26.

On Oct. 11, Kissinger's
fourth day in Paris, he pro-
posed—and the North Viet-
namese agreed to — a modi-
fied timetable calling for the
bombing to end Oct. 21, the
Hanoi initialling on Oct. 22
and the Paris signing on
Oct. 30. -

Then on Oct. 20, the sec-
ond day of Kissinger’s nego-
tiations 'in Saigon with
Thieu, the United States
asked for the timetable to be
delayed again, with the final
signing scheduled for Oct.
31, and Hanoi agreed.

Nixon Messages

But on Oct. 23, while Kis-
singer and Thieu were still
the United
States again backed off,
“claiming that it was having
difficulties in Saigon’ and
asked for further discus-
sions. |

At one point the Hanoi
statement referred .to two
messages from President
Nixon to North Vietnam'’s
premier. In one sent Oct. 10,
statement said, Nixon
“confirmed that the formu-
lation of the agreement
could be considered com-
plete,” but in addition he
“raised a number of com-
plex points.”

On Oct. 22, the statement
said, Nixon sent another
message in which he ‘“‘ex-
pressed satisfaction with the
explanations’ given by Ha-
noi. *“Thus by Oct. 22, 1972,
the formulation of the agree-
ment was complete,” the
Hanoi statement said.

“All Parties’ -

The North Vietnamese
made no mention of the
cease-fire applying to Cam-

bo ia and Laos as well as
something Thieu
President Nixon have

, it said “all par- .
in the Vietnam war”

all troops and
no more troops or
weapons there.

ixon and Thieu also de-
manded that any cease-fire
be| internationally super-
vised. The Hanoi plan pro-
vided for forming an inter-
national committee on mili-
tary control and supervision
as well as-calling an interna-
tlo al conference on Viet-
within 30 days of the

51g ing of the agreement.
anoi was silent on with-

drawal of North Vietnamese
troops from South Vietnam.
Thieu in a broadecast Tues-

made this a condition
for;Eus agreement to a truce.

Instead, Hanoi said the
n government and the
V1e Cong would ‘‘negotiate
with each other on disposi--
tion and reduction of the-
troc} ps of each side.” Hapm
contends it has no troops in
th Vietnam.
1eu in his broadcast also
dec ared he would never ac-
cepk a coalition governmént
in South Vietnam.

Bombing Cut
The United States has al-
ready sharply curtailed its
bombing of North Vietnam,
flying only about 100 fight-
er-homber - strikes a day in-

-stead of the 250-300 a day it

flew in recent months.

This week the raids were
limited to targets below the
20th Parallel, well south of
Hanoi and Haiphong.

Police in Da Nang cap-
tured a document ordering
the | Viet Cong to begin a
cease-fire at 11 a.m. Satur-
day|.




