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White Honse Still-
Claims Progress

WASHINGTON — (AP) —
The White House said today
‘“some progress has been
made at achieving settle-
ment tof the Vietnam con-
flict,”” but refused to give
any support for the assess-
ment.

Press secretary Ronald
Ziegler  reported . the
progress following an hour-
long meeting between Presi-
dent Nixon, Secretary of
State William Rogers and
national security adviser
Henry Kissinger, who re-
turned last night from a five
day .meeting with South
Vietnamese President Ngu-
yen Van Thieu.

* Thieu Speech
g
Ziegler turned back re-

peated attempts by news-
men to draw out elaboration

on his statement. He specifi-

cally refused to comient on
a ‘speech today by Thieu
charging North Vietnamese

proposals for a settlement

are ill - disguised attempts
to undermine his govern-
ment. Thieu said no one has
the right to impose a peace

settlement on South Viet-

nam.

In an exchange with news-
men,- Ziegler at first ap-
peared to say the ‘“‘some
progress’ referred only to
negotiations with North Viet-
nam, but later said he was
also including discussions
with Theiu.

Pledge Cited

' Reporters asked why the
White House refused to,dis-
cuss aspects of the g&tla-
tions when Thieu a orth
Vietnamese Prermer Fhan
Van Dong had made state-
ments concermng the state
of peacegefforts.

“We have an agreeme;nt.

with ; North V1etnam Dot to
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discuss negotiations,
gler responded, ‘“‘and
going to stand by tha
ment.”
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He said he would not com-

ment on

“‘any other

state-

ment,” the same response
he gave when asked if

Dong’s  interviews

with

Western newsmen breached
the no - talking agreement.
When Ziegler reponted the
progress in the Vietnam sit-
uation he added, “but I cau-
tion you against excessive

speculation.”
This set off anothe

r bar-

rage ol questions to the ef-

fect that wasn’t Zieg

ler in-

viting such speculation.

When asked about 1
from Saigon that the
dent has ordered no ra
U.S. B-52 bombers i

eports
Presi-
ids by
n the

North during the current

stage of negotiations
gler referred the ques
to the Defense Depart
A Pentagon spokesm
clined comment on {
ports.
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