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Hano i's New Attltude

., By Milt Freudnheim

' PARIS — (CDN) —Hahoi’
is making new offers totry
to get a peace agreemient in
the next 15 days before the
American elections.

But it was learned authori-

tatively that dramatic new |

North Vietnamese proposals
do not yet meet American
and South Vietnamese peace
requirements.

Therefore, unless there
are further, basic conces-
sions either by Hanoi or the
United States, the war will
vcontlnue into 1973.

False Rumors

Reports in some maga-
zines and elsewhere that
‘agreement has been reached
are exaggerated and in
some instances Wrongf‘;

For example, France has
not been asked to supervise
new South Vietnamese elec-
tions, despite all reports of
this from Paris and Saigon,
it was learned authoritative-
ly. -

Hanoi still is holding out
for American agreement to
a three-part coalition gov-
ernment in Saigon. Second-
ly, and even more impor-
tant, Hanoi so far has ref-
used to discuss withdrawal

of its forces from South Viet-

nam.

President Nixon will ‘not
agree to a Vietnam settle-
ment that leaves 180,000
North Vietnamese forces'in
South Vietnam, Cambodia
and Laos.

Thieu Can Stay

“The major North Vietnam-
ese changes are: first, drop-
ping insistence that Presi-

“dent Nguyen van Thieu must |
and

resign immediately;,
second, willingness to agree
to-a cease-fire as a first step
in a settlement.

; link remains.

North Vietnamese Pre-
mier Pham Van Dong: con-
firmed these movesin anin-
terview pubhshed by News-
week magazine.

Dong also said a cease—ﬁre

should be followed by with- |

drawal of American forces
and direct negotiations be-
tween the Saigon regime
and the Viet Cong’s Provi-
sional Revolutionary Gov-
ernment.

The Hanoi leader said six
months after the cease-fire
general elections should be
held.

POWs

American prisoners woiyld
be released “when the gén-
erai agreement has b@gn
reached” and before coms

pletion of U.S. w1thdlawal
D added.

forces
have been spread thininre-
cent weeks apparently in or-
der to exert influence over
maximum territory after a
cease-fire.

~Disclosure by Hanoi of de-
tails of its negotiation posi-
tion indicates that Henry
Kissinger’s private talks
with North Vietnam officials
have reached a new im-
passe, observers here said.

The Dong interview is

timed to push American’

public opinion toward new
U.S. concessions before the
Nov. 7 election.

Tie-In

Of special interest is his
statement about release of
prisoners. Earlier Commu-
nist proposals have Iihked
this release to their pohtlcal
demands for a coalition:, gov—
etiment. .

The Newsweek interv‘iew
leaves unclear whether this
Removal of

it the - Hanoi prgmlét‘
sald nothing about his own |y

in the south. They |

the link would be an/impor-
ﬁ‘ﬁﬂs change.

The change regardiig |
President Thieu is not soim- |
portant. He is a symbol of |
the present Saigon govern-
ment. Hanoi now says it will

inélide him in the interim 5

coalition.

But the coalition remains -

unaeceptable to Thieu and
the' U.S. Communist negotia-
tors have refused to e spe-
cifie about membership of
the,third, neutral part of the
coalition. : .

Red Dominance

Washington and Saigon re-
ject the idea, so far, because
it looks like a setup that
would either be under Com-
munist control or wquld be

| s0 weak it couldn’t prevent a
- Communist takeover
| countryside.

in the

+When asked about Thiep,

Dong replied, “Thieu has
been overtaken by events,”
He didn’t specify that Thieu

~would be allowed to remain
in power, a concession:hit-

terly opposed by Hanoi's’
PRG allies. .

. The Hanoi push for agree-
ment prior to Nov.| 7 re-
sponds to American |warn-
ings that after the elections
they would be punished mili-
tarily if the war continues.
N. Viet Landing
President Nixon has said
he will continue bombing

North Vietnam and blockad-
ing its coast as long as U.S.

‘war prisoners remain in Ha-

noi custody.

:A-further post-election &s- -
calation, which would: "be
likely to bring home Hanoi !
forces from the south, could -
| be a South Vietnamese lafid-
mg in North Vietnam, Ilke

.the Inchon landing in- the

Korean War.

A short-term incentive for
Hanoi to seek quick setile-
ment is the vulnerable de-
plOyment of Communist
forces in anticipation of 2
cease-ﬁre

Salgon forces have exploat—
ed this spread-out deplty-
ment to strike hard against
Viet -Cong and North Viet-
namese strongholds over the
last two weeks.




