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EVIDENGE MOUNTS
OFPUSH FOR PRACE
INALL INDOGHINA

But Political Settlement Still
Seems Elusive as Saigdn
and Hanoi Differ Widely
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KIS§INGER MEETS THIEU

Nixon Envoy Is Reported to
Reassure Ally of Future

U.S. Guarantees ‘
YTimes
By BERNARD GWERTZMAN

“Spectal to The New York Times *
WASHINGTON Oct, 22~—In-
dications ' mounted - today that
intensive negotiations were un-
der way for a cease-fire, to end
not only the Vietnam war but
also the fighting in neighboring
Laos and Cambodia.

From comments made by of-
ficials in Saigon, Pnompenh and |
Vientiane, as well as in Hanoi
and Washington, it seemed that
agreement was near on the
terms. for implementing an all-
Indochina cease-fire as the first
<fep4 i an over-all settlement.

But_the conclusion of a set-
tlement that would prove ac-
tceptable to all parties still
seemed uncertain because Ha-
noi and Saigon appeared far
apart on the kind of political
alignment that would emerge
in ' South Vietnam once the
fighting stopped. :

Kissinger Continues Effm}E

In the middle of these sectbt
and highly delicater nego
tions was Henry A. Klssmgtp
President Nixon’s adviser d‘h
national security, who contin-
ued his efforts” 'toaay to gain
the concurreffés "6t South Viet-
nam’s ; President ’N’guyen Van
Thieu in a compromise solu-
tion.

Mr. Kissinger, who has held
long negotiations in recent
weeks with North Vietnamese
offxclalsWams, was reported
to* be"“:a'ssunng Mr. Thleu of

.....

a-Communist- take-over i
Vietnam. while, at. the' -

‘|bejdmplemented in a situation

there:
qs%ggrtmg the' ‘\?ie{;v 'that
o2 ceasesfire was close, Ameri-

_-can pilots based in Thailand

POWg

time, © urging - m%m ;agTes
to-a formula that ‘woult
the Vietcong to participats .in
postwar South Vletnamese ‘o=
litical life.

.The Indochina ,,solutlon,, now
under intensive negotiations; in-
velves a. “military”segment =
the cease-fire, in. place, .the
withdrawal of American and
North Vietnamese forces, and
the release of prisoners; and a
“political” segment, in which
Hanoi is demanding a neutral
government that would include
Communist and neutral repre-
sentation, along with that of
the Saigon Government.

The whole package could
collapse, officials here have
said, if any of the major ele-
ménts could not be successfully
negotiated.

As usual;
statements 'issued here or in
Saigon .on the progress of Mr.
Kissinger’s- talks, but thers
were these developments:

gA high Saigon official said
that Mr. Thieu had set up a
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58-man group to come up Wwith
ideas on how a cease-fire could,

s

where there were no cleargut
front lines. Similar studies have

tagon.

in Cambodia, Mr. Kissinger flew
to Pnompenh for four hours to
brief President Lon Nol on the
developments. Yesterday, Wil-
liam H. Sullivan, a Deputy As-
sistant Secretary of State for
Eagt Asian and Pacific Affairs
who is accompanying Mr. Kis-
singer, went to Laos and Thai-
land to talk with officials there..

#fiThe Laotian Premier, Prince
Souvanna Phouma, who was
briefed by Mr. Sullivan, flew‘to
Parls today on his way to the

O#¥" Airport, Prince Souvanna
sdid’ that the war could’ be
“seftled quickly, if one 1§ to
believe the newspapers—they
are generally well-informed.”
Prehmmary talks toward- a
cease-fire had begun in Laos
last week between the Commu:
nist®Patmet Lao guerillasand
Government officials.

JIn Cambodia, a high gov-
{ernment official was quoted by
‘United Press International as
saying that officials had re-
cently held a series of meetings
with the North Vietnamese-
backed Cambodian guerrilas,
aimed at ending the nghgng

there were no

|ménts in equal numb

'|been undertaken by the Pen-|

QApparently to ease concern| ¢

reported almost no activity on
the ;Ho Chi Minh |trai; the
supply route from North Viet-
nam to South Vietnam :that
cutscthrough Laos. Bart-of the|im
reggpn for this was|thezmon-
soery but another facter..was
believed to be speculation by
the senemy that a | cease-fire
might be near.

The progress toward a‘«pguce
followed an- apparent ;epmces-
siop in- recent weeks by, North

by

[]ected cease-fire proposals put
[fortfisby the United States. In
‘thelpast, Hanoi had |said that
a céase-fire could come about
only after a political settlement,
was reached. ]
Now, according to comments!
made by- Premier Pham Vani
Dong and other officials in'
Hanm, North Vietnani is wxllmg
to accept a cease-fire, provided
Sout ietnam also jagrees to.
follow=up political steps.

ers.

The North Vietnamese pro-
has interested \Amiérican
s because they believe
ong as the South Viet-
Army remains intact,
nmunists will find it
to win any election
anly conducted. With
 4hind, Mr. Kissingér was
repofted to have been suggest-,
ing to President Thieu that. he
end hisirefusal to allow,:"any
interim coalition with L

munists. o
Earlierr Hanoi had msi&ted
that« Mr.. Thieu re £but

reliable #neutral

d States for talks. In a howe
carefully worded statement at '0

sources Qvele reported
said that Mr..Thieu
remain as head o
“thigd.! &

Welt “laced Saigon
have said t|
political prop

offmia]s,
hat‘fione
osals%by

Hanoi was acceptable to Mr.

T ~who in recent days has
repedted his refusals to share
polifical power with the Com-

unists.

MF. Thieu has asserted that
the’Communists would take ad-
vantage of suhc a coalition to
prevent honest elections and
tld use subversion and,ter-
roriito seize power in {Saigon.
Vietnam has deniéd that

Vietnam, which earlier had re-| t

: enem
‘5‘-: SHoR

seekmg more than & “neu-
'Saigon, but many -Ameri-
officials have said that Mr.
Thieu.is justified in his. appre-
hensiohs;

+‘Presidént Nixon, in a Veter—
ﬁls Day radio address, said to-
day ‘of Vietnam veterans and
then‘ families, “We are:not go-
ing to make a mocke oi their
Sacrilig@ by surrendening to the

‘prevent a Communist
gver, Mr. Kissinger was
to be proposing vari-

Thesé included the following: arantees to Mr. Thiet], in
tSaig nd the Vietcong would hird countries would' su-
jagree. on the neutral| members |P elections and make sure
of a three-way interim govern- |thatithey were held fairly.
ment that would rule |the coun- [Frane has been menthuz: as
try for about six months until |one possibility.
‘general elections were held and|| It was not clear wheth , if
a ﬁéw .government |and pre-||Mr. Thie umaintained his re-
sumabl y, a new constitution!|fusal to cooperate with the
were created. This thre‘%art Vletcong, Hanoi would alter its
!group would consisty of Viet-!|app tly conciliatory manner
cong, Saigon and meutral €le- |of weeks. The impact of

comments by Hanoi has
beentthat it was doing all it
could to facilitate a settlement,
but that Mr. Thieu was bemg
recalcitrant.

These statements, particular—_

{ the absence of any com-
by the United States,
ontributed to an impres-
at ‘Mr. Thieu was hold-
‘A peace settlement




