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North Vietnamese Premier Pham
Van Dong is quoted as saying that se-
cret talks with the United States are’ ‘in

“evolution” toward a cease-fire, the re-

lease'of prisoners and American w1th-
drawal from the war. "
“In the wake of the American with-
drawal” from the conflict, the premier
said, the Saigon regime and the Pro-
V1510na]. Revolutionary Government of
Southy Vietnam (Vietcong) would
negotiate “a thre ided coalition of ,
transitionsgn i it six ‘months
after - the cease-fire, he said, there
would be “general elections” that
would be “guaranteed” to be “really
free elections.” :

Release of American prisoners could- .

take place when “a general agreement
has been reached,” without waiting for
complete withdrawal of remaining U.S.
troops from South Vietnam, he said.

“This is the present evolution, and it:

is a positive one,” the North Vietnam-
ese leader said in an unusual interview:
with Arnaud de Borchgrave, a senior
editor of Newsweek magazine. The in-
terview was made public by N ewsweek
last night.

The premier’s remarks were the first
disclosure of North Vietnam’s basic
bargaining position in the present se-
quence of secret talks between U.S.
presidential envoy Henry A. Kissinger
and North Vietnamese Politburo mem-:
ber Le Duc Tho in Paris, and the linked
negotiations in Saigon between Kissin-

ietnam
Moving Towar

‘dent Has insisted he will never agree

Sa

PHAM VAN DONG
. .. ‘free elections.’

ger and- South Vietnam’s President

Nguyen Van Thieu. -
The interview with Pham Van Dong
took place in Hanoi on (Wednesday,

Newsweek said, and was submitted the
next day to the premier for his ap-
proval. Thursday was the day that Kis-
singer began his current talks with
Thieu. The South Vietnamese presi-

to any form of coalition with the Com-
munists, and that has been reiterated
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publicly by the Saigon government
since the Kissinger-Thieu talks .began..

“Thleu has been overtaken by
events,” Pham Van Dong was quoted.
as te:111r1<r correspondent de Borch-
grave, “and events are now followmg ‘
their own course.

“Now is the time for both sides to
dare and forge ahead,” “said the pre-
mier, réferring to his country and the
United iStates.

“Negdtiations are in an extreme’lv
important plhase ” Pham,Van Dong was
qubted as”saying.' “We have done ev-
erything humanly possible -for a suc-
cessful conclusion.”

4% Asked if he thought a negotiated set-

tlement and an end of the war is near,
he replied: “I hope so0.’

Although the North Vietnamese gov-
ernment chief said President Thieu
“has been overtaken by events,”the
present pattern of events would indi-
cate that Thieu is fiercely determined
fo prove that assessment wrong.

Pham Van Dong’s interview appears
to have been intended to put pressure
on Thieu, and on the United States to
bargain-over Thieu’s head. North Viet-
nam, like other Communist nations,
normally does not disseminate negoti-
ating positions simply for the sake of
providing information, but rather to
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enhance the prospect of reaching a
conclusion to serve its interests.

The North Vietnamese leader said,
‘early in the interview, “we will do
+ nothing to jeopardize a happy conclu-
‘sion. at this stage by talking out of
“turn.”

{anoi Premier Sees
‘oward Cease-Fire in Vietnam

tions’—Communist and Saigon loyal
ists—leading to the establishment of a
three-part interim coalition govern-
ment; and third, national elections to

choose a new South Vietnamese legis--

lature.” 3
The forces on the Commulnist side of
the struggle in South Vietnam are rep-

| ‘Evoluti(;n’

 when and under what terms US. sup-
port for the present regime would
stop, and perhaps of most immediate
interest, how close the negotiations are
to producing any accord before the
Nov. 7 presidential election in the

! United States.

"' The formula for a settlement in

5 ....resentedwbysthe Provisional Revolt stages.that Pham Van sketched
(‘Nevexl')thetlef}f, he: %I_‘ogg%dggr %})l sa‘ny lonary Government of South Vietnai 1, - out.in the interview co s to some
miore about the negotiatigns in'the'in- in‘which the main component is the of the most recent spec on that a

terview thamany other official onjei-

" ther side has done, even though many
of the key conrecting factors and spe-
cific details reguired for the many
stage settlement he outlined are miss-
ing from the version he supplied.

U.S. officials appeared startled that
the North Vietnamese premier had
made such a public presentation, but

Sithey declined to make any public com-

“@anent on it, or to verify if his account

& conformed to the actual state of secret

“bargaining.

= “The White House reportedly was
shown a copy of the Newsweek inter-
‘view on Friday,and refused to discuss
it with newsm}zﬁ. As a result, there
was no immedjate indication what im-
pact the interview may have on the ne-
gotiations. >0 ecev

. DeBorchgrave, summarizing his own
_interpretation of what Pham Van Dong

ifold him, wrote: “The Premier con.

- National Liberation Front. Pham Van
Dong in answer to de Borchgrave, it

was noted, referred to “the front’s pol- .

icy” in South Vietnam.

als after a settlement,” because that
“would jeopardize everything.”

Pham Van Dong reiterated, howeve
the longstanding North Vietnames
Vietcong demand for war reparations,

saying “America is responsible for a

material damages inflicted on us.”

He also said that North Vietnam h
“not even bhegun to think about su
details” as its fundamental goal f

reunification of North and South Vieti®
nam. There is “lots of time” to con-..

sider that later, he said. ks
* Thieu government structure.

Missing from the premier’s formula
tion were such critical details of a wa

-
Despite American talk <“about |a
bloodbath,” he said, “it is inconceiv -
ble that the front would allow repris-

potential compromise would be a mix-
ture of proposals on the allied and
Communist sides.

President Nixon, on May 8, publicly
proposed an American military disen-
gagement from the war, withia
china-wide cease-fire, plus a
American prisoners of war
lowed within four months b ¢
US. troop withdrawal. Earlier, the
United States and South Vietnam of-
fered a combined military-political set-
tlement, stating that President Thieu
would step down one month before a

. presidential election.

North Vietnam and the Vietcong,

“ however, constantly have insisted on a

military political settlement with not
only the election of a new president,
‘but a total replacement of the entire

The only thing said in the Newsweek
interview about the other nations in-

%firmed that a peace settlement would
“involve three stages: First, a standstill
- se-fire followed-by+a total American
mlitary withdrawal;"secofid, direct ne-
Otations between ‘two administra-

volved in the Indochina war—Laos
-and Cambodia—was Dong’s remark
‘that these matters must be "‘resg’lv‘pd
separately.” i

» be enforced and the political implicg
““tions of the é’h{bgcement systems; the #
““method of selecting a transitional res

gime to replace the Thieu government;

r
settlement as how a cease-fire would .
O
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