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Bnd of story was eithecr inauvertently not clivped, or there was none. Probably the
latter, since the last column fits the end of the headline over the con .»nuct_o, .

Whlte House Is Pressing Pentagon f
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eral substance of the give-and-
take was-ascertained in a series
of interviews.

The following is a reconstruc-
tion of the dialogue:

Q. If there' is a standstill
cease-fire, in which North Viet-
nam agrees not to send any
more reinforcements into South
Vietnam, what are the prospects
that southern forces can hold
their own?

A. About 200,000 North Viet-
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to endure world censure. by
taking over Cambodla-—whlch
they could have done long ago
but haven’'t so far, Cambodia
should be “safe” for a while.
So long as the cease-fifdvcon-
tinues, the presence of North
Vietnamese troops-in Cambodia
would have little impact. on
South Vietnam.

Q. While a temporary two-

government system
in which each side |governed
those areas it clearly| controls,
what military problems might
arise in- contested areas?

A. This would present the
single greatest threat to the

prevailed

viability of the cease-fire.
Both sides can be*expected to
try, by fair ‘'means or foul, to

extend from their areas into

contiguous contested areas. Ex-

them,

PortiohdoPidts army, would this
be veriftable and workabléu

Oct

tensive peacekeeping agtivity|.
might hold down the mumber|
of incidents, but not ehmmate;

Q. If Hanoi agreed 5 ‘%mh-‘
draw some of its troobs® on|
some sort of proportionab ' bésis, |
South Vietnam demobilized al

namese and Vietcong regular
troops are in the South, com-
pared with 1.1 million regular
and regional South Vietnamese
o forces. The North holds much
of the two northernmost prov-
inces, plus pockets in the Ashau

Valley southwest of Danang,
salong the central coast north of
) Quinhon, along the Laotian and

Cambodian borders and in vari-
orous spots in the Mekong River
wdelta. From a strictly military
wnoint of view, if enemy forces
M were neither reinforced nor re-
‘? supplied with major weapons
mand ammunition, South Viet-

%nam would be able to handle
m \ small scrapes and even a sud-
% den breakdown in the cease-

\ fire.

2 Q. 'If Communist main forces
wgenerally respected the cease-
%fire, but fomented acts of ter-
a1 rorism and assassination against
% Saigon’s representatives in the
-| countryside, would the South
ybe in a position to counter such
| trouble?

A. Conduct under a cease-fire
could not be accepted on good
faith alone. It would require
policing by an international
supervisory force of several
thousand troops equipped with
helicopters and good communi-
cations and free to move any-
where to censure willful viola-
tions. It would be difficult to
prove that a killing was a polit-
ical act rather than gangster-
ism or vengeance. South Viet-
nam might have to resort to
counterterror if the other side
mounted a determined covert

war effort.
' - Providing Basic Services \"

Q. If, during an interim pe-
riod in which the two sides ne-,
gotiated a political settlement,
there were two governmental
entities in the South each gov-
erning the territory it now!
holds, could Saigon effectlvely
prov1de the normal functions of”
‘police, schools, hospitals, mail,»
tax collection, open roads? -

A. There would need to be
free access for both sides on“
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State Department
said that related queries were
directed at about the same:time

to William H.

and a handful
specialists.

disclose preci
White House

military planners
had been routinely writing and
|rewriting contingency plans in-
volving various
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South Vietnamese forces could

handle a situation in which
200,000 enemy troops would
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House BidsMilitary
List Needs Under a Truce
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WASHIN TON, Oct. 20—The White House is pressing
the Pentagon lon an urgent basis for answers to a series
of questions on the military requirements for an effective

dochina.
started about
, during Henry
intensive talks
tnamese negoti-
, according to
Is.

kinds of truce

f whether the

extended period
ory to how im-

would be to
ase-fire.
sources

Sullivan, a Dep-

uty Assistant Secretary of State,

of other Vietnam.

While ofﬁ;jals declined to

e details of the
questions, or the

Pentagon’s responses, the gen-
Continued on Page 13, Column 3




