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We Admit
US Bomb
At Hanoi

WASHINGTON — (AP) —
The United States today ad-

mitted responsibility. for the

bombing of the French mis-
sion in Hanoi, saying it “‘was
inadvertent.”

The Pentagon hlamed
“failure of the ordnance to
release properly.”

This. was the first formal
admission of the Oct. 11 inci-
dent, which killed six per-
sons, including the mission
chief, Delegate General
Pierre Susini, who died of
burns in Paris last night,
and five Indochinese em-
ployes. i

Meanwhile, Secretary of
State William Rogers cabled
Freneh Foreign Minister
Maurice Schumann “pro-
found- regrets and personal
condolences’ over the death
of Susini.

State Department spokes-
man Charles Bray said he
had * no information on
whether the United States
would be offering to pay
compensation. ’

Defense Secretary Melvin
Laird fried to suggest last

week that the French build-
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ing could have been dam-

‘tary targets,

aged by a North Vietnamese
antiaircraft - missile falling
back to earth.

Pentagon spokesman Jerry
Friedheim told newsmen in-
vestigators have not heen
able to identify the plane
which dropped the bomb and
that ‘“‘there is no intention
here to engage in repri-
mands or recriminations.”

Friedheim said no
changes are being made
in the rules under which
American bombers operate.
And. he indicated strongly
that'the episode will not de-
ter American attacks on
military targets. -

The Pentagon’s formal
istatement read by Fried-
heim said: .

“All information now
available to us from a varie-
ty of sources indicates that
the French Mission in Hanoi
was inadvertently struck by

-a U.S. bomb.

“When tne accident oc-

©curred, U.S. aircraft were

attacking authorized mili-
inciuding a
railroad yard and transship-

ment point across the Red
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iver approximately three
iles from the French prop-
rty.

“One possible cause of the
ccident is the failure of the
rdnance to release proper-
y. We have not been able to
identify any specific U.S.
ircrait that was involved in
his regrettable accident.
“It continues to be our pol-
icy to target only military
acilities. {
“The U.S. government has
xpressed its regrets to the !
overnment of France.” ‘
Ahead of the official state-
ent, sources in Saigon indi-
ated that interviews with
avy pilots who flew from
the carrier Midway pointed
a “hung bomb’ as the
robable cause. A ‘hung
omb” is one that fails to
op as it is supposed to; in-
ead, after a jet pulls up
and away, it slips out on a
wild course.

Friedheim said judgments
were reached by the U.S.
government after analysis of
post - strike photography
and reconstruction of the in-
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ident from pilot accounts
nd what he termed “afew
ther sources.” He did not
identify the latter.




