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A Top Aide
To Brief
Thieu
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Washington

President Nixon de-
cided yesterday to send
a top emissary to South-
east Asia to brief South
Vietnamese President
Nguyen Van Thieu and
other leaders on the
deadlocked peace talks.

Mr. Nixon's chief nego-
tiator, Henry A. Kissin-
ger; said a cease-fire
agreement was not likely
before Christmas.

The White House said
General Alexander Haig,
Kissinger’s deputy, left at
9 p.m. EST for Saigon on a
four-day mission to bring
allies up to date on the
stalled Paris negotiations.

Halg, accompamed by a
it of dlpkomatlc and
! adv1sers,‘\, planned
with a roundof con-
sultations with Thieu, U.S.
Ambassador ‘Ellsworth
Bunker and General Freder-
ick Weyand, American mili-
tary’ commander in South
Vietnam. He also was to
confer with President Lon
Nol in Cambodia; Prime
Minister Souvarna Phouma
in Laos and Prime Minister
Thanom  Kittikachorn in
Thailand.

Presidential Press Secre-
tary Ronald L. Ziegler said
Haig would return to Wash-
ington to report to Mr. Nix-
on on or about next Thurs-
day.

HOPES
Kissinger, following his
briefing of newsmen on the
negotiations Saturday, said
late Saturday night that
chances of a peace settle-
ment «by-~Christmas “have

faded. But he insisted thata

cease-fire agreement could

be wrapped up quickly if
North Vietnam would make
the “‘one decision” to sé@t]e
the one or two remaining is-

See Back Page

»
From Page 1
bl ol - ol

sues that have blockecl'

progress.

In Peking, Hanoi’s cﬁief
negotiator Le Due Tho econ-

ferred with Premier Chou .

En-Lai, who said the “Viet-

nam question should be set- "
tlett at an early date on Iahe :

basi§ of respect for the Vi :
namese people’s basic Ha-
tional rights,” according to
the N New China News Agen-
cy THho sWas-en. routeihome
from Paris.

The Hanoi newspaper
Nhan Dan, quoted by NCNA
yesterday, labeled Thiew’s
insistence that North Viet-
namese troops withdraw
from the South “absurd”?
and said keeping the demili-
tarized zone in any. settle-

ment was a scheme: to keep

South Vietnam under U.S.
domination. The newspaper
also denounced the “Nixon
administration for delaying
signing of an agreement.” -

In Saigon observers said
Kissinger’s latest review of
thé rnegotiations, pres

was likely to please Thien in
that it placed blame for the
deadlock on Hanoi: but Sai-
gon was likely to be less

happy, observers added, -

with Kissinger’s public ad-
nnssmn that the U.S. is not

lighting for the withdrawal,

FAILURE

Kissinger’s account of j
gotiations since Noveu’i
20 Was a bleak ore, dls&@%-
ing he had failed to reach a
solution in secret talks with

Tho that Mr. Nixon regards

as ‘“fair and just.”
Ziegler described the Haig

mission as a ‘“‘follow-
brmg the leaders of
countrles abreastiof
isnegotiations:™* Mz B
decided the talks in Paris
should be suspended last

* crowded White Hﬁuse _
news conference Satulday, -

Wednesday on groun
had  deteriorated
“charade” with a
plomats - reneging| on %ts
prevmusly agreed to and
raising “frivolous” issues,
Ziegler added.

Kissinger was more sub-
dued in his latest public
pronouncements on Vietnam
than on October 26 when he
said “peace is at hand.” He
blamed Hanoi for the faiture
to settle on a final accord,
Kissinger said he expected
there would be further talks
with Tho with whom he isin
contact through messages.

The presidential adviger
also disclosed sha p differ-
ences with Hanoi on the size
and operation of the pro-
posed international cease-
{ire  supervisory team. An-
other, probably more funda-
mental disagreement appar-
ently was over the question
of South Vietnam’s sover-
eignty and whether the ' ac-
cord would concede if only

in an indirect, elusive way'

that there are two Vietnams.
Among those acq
ing Haig, who will
ing his tenth trip t
east’ Asia for Mr. Ni
be Lauun B. Askew, head of
the V1etnam task force at
the ‘State Department; John
Negroponte of the NSC staff
who has heen involved in the
technical negotiations i
Paris and is fluent|in Viet-
namese; John Bushnell, an-
other Kissinger aide: Lieu-'
tenant Colonel Frederick
Brown, military assistant to
Haig and Major George
Joulwan, Haig’s milifay
cnde
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